FOLLOW US: 



thehindu.com 

facebook.com/thehindu 

twitter.com/the_hindu 



SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2019 



INDIA’S NATIONAL NEWSPAPER SINCE 1878 



NASA says India’s moon 
lander Vikram had a 
hard landing 

page 9 



Rawat takes over as 
head of tri-services 
committee 

page 12 


HINDU 

Capital expenditure South Africa’s Markram 

will meet target by scores a century against 

year-end: Nirmala Board President’s XI f) 

page 15 page 20 




PRINTED AT 


COIMBATORE ■ BENGALURU ■ HYDERABAD 


NOIDA ■ VISAKHAPATNAM ■ T H I R U VA N A N T H A P U R A M 


VIJAYAWADA ■ MANGALURU ■ Tl RUCHIRAPALLI 


MALAPPURAM 


It’s imperative for the world to 
unite against terrorism: Modi 

Clean India Mission an inspiration to the world, PM tells UN General Assembly 



Global call: Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressing the 
74th session of the United Nations General Assembly, -ap 


SC orders ?25 lakh each in 
interim relief to flat owners 

Kerala to demolish flats and remove debris by Feb. 9,2020 


Action plan 

What the Kerala Chief Secretary's 
affidavit says in the SC 

■ Demolition of the Maradu buildings 

in 90 days 

■ Removal of debris & clearing of site 

in 30 days 

■ All activities will be completed by 

February 9,2020 


other coastal zone regulation 
I violations found in Maradu 
municipality. State to form a panel led 
by a retired High Court judge to check 
the entire coastal stretch of Kerala in 
four months to detect other violations 


‘ "Sr * * 
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Babri case: charges 
framed against Kalyan 

LUCKNOW 

A special CBI court in 
Lucknow on Friday framed 
charges against former Uttar 
Pradesh Chief Minister and 
senior BJP leader Kalyan 
Singh in the 1992 Babri 
Masjid demolition case. The 
court granted him bail on a 
personal bond of ?2 lakh. 

NEWS ► PAGE 12 


44 killed in rain-related 
incidents in U.P. 

LUCKNOW 

Forty-four people were killed 
in rain-related incidents in 
Uttar Pradesh in the past 24 
hours, officials said on Friday, 
as heavy rain continued to 
lash different parts of the 
State disrupting normal life. 
NORTH ►PAGES 



SRIRA M LAKSHMAN 

NEW YORK 

In an address to the 74th 
session of the UN General 
Assembly that combined 
elements of a campaign 
speech and a call to action. 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Friday showcased 
his government’s develop¬ 
mental and environmental 
record, and set out its agen¬ 
da. He sought unanimity in 
combating terrorism and 
said the UN needed to 
adopt a new direction. 

“When a developing 
country is able to success¬ 
fully implement the world’s 
biggest sanitation campaign 
within the Clean India Mis¬ 
sion, building over 110 mil¬ 
lion toilets in just 5 years for 
its countrymen, all its 
achievements and out¬ 
comes are an inspirational 
message for the entire 
world,” Mr. Modi said. 

“The largest number of 
supreme sacrifices made by 
soldiers of any country for 
UN peace keeping missions 
is from India,” Mr. Modi 
said, adding, “We belong to 
a country that has given the 


world, not war, but Budd¬ 
ha’s message of peace.” 

On terrorism, Mr. Modi 
said, “The lack of unanimi¬ 
ty amongst us on the issue 
of terrorism dents those ve¬ 
ry principles that are the ba¬ 
sis for the creation of the 
UN. And that is why, for the 
sake of humanity, I firmly 
believe that it is absolutely 
imperative that the world 
unites against terrorism, 
and that the world stands as 
one against terrorism.” 

About 30 minutes before 
Mr. Modi’s speech began. 


protesters started to gather 
outside the UN to protest In¬ 
dia’s actions in Kashmir. 

The crowd included In¬ 
dian Americans, The Coali¬ 
tion Against Fascism in In¬ 
dia, Dalit groups, 
Kashmiris, Sikh Khalistanis 
and Pakistanis were 
present. 

The Indian American 
community had also come 
out in large numbers to sup¬ 
port Mr. Modi. 

Through the past week, 
both the Prime Minister and 
External Affairs Minister S. 


India planning 
bloodbath: Imran 

India is planning a 
“bloodbath” in Kashmir, 
Pakistan’s Prime Minister 
Imran Khan told the UN 
General Assembly on Friday. 
“There are 900,000 troops 
there, they haven’t come to, 
as Narendra Modi says, for 
the prosperity of Kashmir... 
These troops, what are they 
going to do? There will be a 
bloodbath,” he said. ► page 13 


Jaishankar have, at public 
forums, either explicitly or 
implicitly, called out Pakis¬ 
tan for its support of cross- 
border terror. 

Saying a fragmented 
world was in nobody’s in¬ 
terest, Mr. Modi called for a 
new direction to multilater¬ 
alism and to the UN, saying 
it was no longer possible, 
due to modern technology 
to be confined within one’s 
borders. 

MODI HIGHLIGHTS TOILETS, 

GREEN SCHEMES ►PAGE 13 


KRISH NADAS RAJAGOPAL 

NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court on Fri¬ 
day ordered the Kerala go¬ 
vernment to immediately 
pay an interim compensa¬ 
tion of Z25 lakh each to the 
residents of the illegal high- 
rise Maradu blocks facing de¬ 
molition for violation of 
coastal zone regulations. 

“We do not want Maradu 
flats’ residents to be left in 
dire straits. But our primary 
concern is illegal construc¬ 
tions in CRZ areas and natu¬ 
ral disasters that follow. The 
flats have to be demolished. 
If you [the government] can¬ 
not demolish it, we will ask 
someone else, at your cost, 
to do it,” Justice Arun Mis- 
hra, leading a Bench com¬ 
prising Justice Ravindra S. 
Bhat, clarified to the State. 

Perusing the affidavit filed 
by the Kerala Chief Secretary 
on the plan for demolition, 
the court said the demolition 
and removal of debris would 
be completed by February 9, 
2020. It ordered the State go¬ 
vernment to file a written un¬ 
dertaking to this effect in se¬ 
ven days. 

The court ordered the 
State to pay the interim com¬ 


pensation within four weeks 
and recover the sum from 
the builders and promoters 
of the apartments. 

Issuing notice to the buil¬ 
ders and promoters, the 
Bench sought the details of 
their properties and assets of 
the directors and partners of 
the companies by afternoon. 

The court further asked 
the government to provide it 
with a panel of retired High 
Court judges later in the day. 

The Bench would choose 
one of the judges shortlisted 
for setting up a committee to 
evaluate each of the flats for 
further payment of compen¬ 


sation. A lawyer for a builder 
submitted that the flats were 
2,300 sq ft, valued at ?39 
lakh. 

“The committee will 
quantify how much each re¬ 
sident had paid to the buil¬ 
der at the time of purchase of 
the apartment,” Justice Mis- 
hra said. 

The committee would also 
look into fixing liability on 
authorities like the local pan- 
chayat for permitting the 
construction of the flats in 
the fragile coastal area. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 
EVACUATION TO BEGIN 
TOMORROW ►PAGE 8 


U.P. doctor absolved of key charges 

Babies had died due to lack of oxygen supply at BRD hospital in August 2017 


LDF wrests Pala; BJP retains 
Badharghat, Flamirpur in bypolls 


Karnataka 
bypolls on 
Dec. 5: EC 


KC(M) bastion falls; Congress wins in Dantewada 


Rulers' win 


L I 


1. Pala, Kerala 
Winner: Mani C. 
Kappan, LDF 

Predecessor: 

K.M. Mani, Kerata 
Congress (M) 

(Late Mani was Pala's 
MLA since 1965) 


Candidates from the respective States' ruling 
parties won all the four Assembly bypolls in 
Kerala, U.P., Chhattisgarh and Tripura 


2. Hamirpur, 
Uttar 
Pradesh 
Winner: 

Yuwraj 
Singh, BJP 

Predecessor: 

Ashok Kumar 

Singh 

Chandel, 

BJP 


3. Dantewada, Chhattisgarh 
Winner: Devti Karma, 
Congress 

Predecessor: Bhima 
Mandavi, BJP 

4. Badharghat, Tripura 
Winner: Mimi 
Majumdar, BJP 

Predecessor: Dilip 
Sarkar, BJP 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

LUCKNOW 

Two years after he was sus¬ 
pended and jailed following 
the death of infants due to 
lack of oxygen supply at the 
State-run BRD Medical Col¬ 
lege in Gorakhpur, a govern¬ 
ment-appointed internal in¬ 
quiry has absolved doctor 
Kafeel Khan of the major 
charges against him. 

There was no evidence of 
“medical negligence” 
against Dr. Khan, the report 
observed. The doctor was 
not involved in the process 
of supply, tender, mainte¬ 
nance, payment or order of 
oxygen. He was also not the 
nodal officer of the ence¬ 
phalitis ward at the medical 
college, the probe report 
said. However, it notes that 
he was involved in private 



Kafeel Khan 


practice till August 2016. 

The probe was conducted 
by Himanshu Kumar, who 
was posted as Principal Se¬ 
cretary (Stamp and Registra¬ 
tion). 

The report, was made pu¬ 
blic now by Dr. Khan after he 
was asked to submit his final 
reply after checking its find¬ 


ings. 

A clean chit to him, ho¬ 
wever, would depend on 
Chief Minister Yogi Aditya- 
nath, who has the power to 
approve the findings of the 
final report, which is yet to 
be submitted. 

HC observations 

The report supports several 
observations made by the Al¬ 
lahabad High Court while 
granting him bail in April 
2018. Dr. Khan served seven 
months in jail. 

The report says Dr. Khan 
made all efforts to deal with 
the crisis when the BRD 
medical college suffered a 
shortage of oxygen for 54 
hours between August 10 
and 11, 2017, over non-pay¬ 
ment of dues to the supplier. 
Dr. Khan was posted as a 


paediatrician at the hospital 
when several infants died ov¬ 
er a period of 48 hours. 

“I always knew I have not 
done anything wrong. On 
that fateful day, I did what I 
could do best, as a doctor, 
father and a common In¬ 
dian,” Dr. Khan said. “But, 
for my efforts to save the 
lives of children, I was 
thrown behind bars, vilified 
by the media, my family was 
put through immense ha¬ 
rassment and I was suspend¬ 
ed from my job,” said Dr. 
Khan. He continues to be un¬ 
der suspension. 

Dr. Khan said he believed 
the real culprits of the “com¬ 
pletely man-made tragedy” 
at BRD hospital “are those 
who received letters of dues 
from oxygen suppliers, but 
did not make the payment.” 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The results of the four As¬ 
sembly byelections, de¬ 
clared by the Election Com¬ 
mission on Friday, saw an 
upset win for the Left De¬ 
mocratic Front (LDF) in Ker¬ 
ala’s Pala, while the BJP re¬ 
tained Badharghat in 
Tripura and Hamirpur in 
Uttar Pradesh, but lost Dan¬ 
tewada to the Congress in 
Chhattisgarh. 

Considered a bastion of 
the Congress-led UDF and 
held by the leader of the 
Kerala Congress (Mani) [ICC 
(M)] K.M. Mani for 54 years, 
Pala represents a significant 
victory for the ruling LDF. 


The LDF candidate and 
NCP leader, Mani C. Kap¬ 
pan, bagged 54,137 votes to 
trounce his nearest rival 
Jose Tom Pulikkunnel, the 


UDF’s Independent candi¬ 
date, by 2,943 votes. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 
BASTION BROKEN ► PAGE 8 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Election Commission 
on Friday said it would 
hold by-elections to 15 Kar¬ 
nataka Assembly seats on 
December 5 as the Su¬ 
preme Court was hearing 
the case of the MLAs dis¬ 
qualified under the anti-de¬ 
fection law. 

The announcement 
comes a day after the EC in¬ 
formed the court that it 
would defer the by-elec¬ 
tions. 

On September 23, the 
EC said it would hold the 
by-elections on October 21. 

The disqualified MLAs 
had moved the court, 
which listed the matter for 
October 22. 

DETAILS ON ►PAGES 


Pawar cancels visit 
after ED request 

Presence not required now: agency 


ALOK DESHPANDE 

MUMBAI 

Two days after announcing 
that he would voluntarily 
visit the Enforcement Di¬ 
rectorate’s office in Mumbai 
to clear the air about an al¬ 
leged scam at the Maha¬ 
rashtra State Cooperative 
Bank in which he has been 
named. Nationalist Con¬ 
gress Party chief Sharad Pa¬ 
war on Friday cancelled his 
visit, after the ED conveyed 
to him that his presence 
was not required as of now. 

In a related develop¬ 
ment, Mr. Pawar’s nephew 
and senior party leader Ajit 
Pawar, also named in the 
scam, resigned as MLA in 
the evening. 

Mr. Sharad Pawar told 
the media outside his resi¬ 
dence in Mumbai that the 
ED’s response was to his 
email informing it of his in¬ 
tended visit to its office. 

“Mumbai’s commission¬ 
er of police and joint police 
commissioner met me on 
behalf of the State govern¬ 
ment. The commissioner 
said there was a possibility 
of law and order getting dis¬ 
turbed. I have been Home 
Minister in the past and do 
not want to disturb the 



Sharad Pawar coming out 
of his home in Mumbai 
on Friday, -vivekbendre 


peace in the city and affect 
daily lives of people,” Mr. 
Pawar said. 

He thanked his party 
workers, ally Congress and 
its leaders Manmohan 
Singh and Rahul Gandhi for 
their support. 

Mr. Pawar also thanked 
Shiv Sena leader Sanjay 
Raut, who had spoken in 
his favour. 

Faxes resignation 

Assembly Speaker Harib- 
hau Bagde said Mr. Ajit Pa¬ 
war had faxed his resigna¬ 
tion and spoken to him on 
the phone. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 
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5,500 marshals to be deployed 
on city buses, says Kejriwal 

Most of them will be ex-home guards, says Home Minister 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Chief Minister Arvind Kejri¬ 
wal on Friday announced 
that 5,500 ex-home guards 
would be deployed as mar¬ 
shals on State-run buses. 

Terming it a “major step” 
towards enhancing women’s 
safety in buses, Mr. Kejriwal 
said that the appointments 
would be completed by Di- 
wali. In a tweet, the CM ap¬ 
pealed to former home 
guards to “protect women in 
buses with all sincerity”. 

“The Delhi government 
will seek applications within 
2-3 days. The first priority 
will be given to home guards 
who have served for three 
years,” the statement read. 

“All the 5,000 home 



The CM said the move would 
enhance security for women. 


guards who were let go are 
expected to get jobs. They 
will only have to give the ex¬ 
perience certificate and age 
certificate... recruitment and 
appointment will be com¬ 
pleted before Diwali,” the 
statement quoted Home Mi¬ 
nister Satyendar Jain. 

Marshals will now be de¬ 
ployed in morning shifts. 


Currently, the Delhi Tran¬ 
sport Corporation only has 
marshals in the evening 
shift. 

Populist move: BJP 

The Delhi BJP decried the an¬ 
nouncement as “populist”, 
and one which the Delhi go¬ 
vernment had “no intention 
to fulfil”. 

The party also took a jibe 
at Mr. Kejriwal by suggesting 
that he rename himself the 
“Announcement Minister”. 

“The Announcement Mi¬ 
nister thinks that he will win 
the elections again by pro¬ 
mising freebies. Whenever 
elections are held he tries to 
mislead the people by false 
announcements and grab 
power,” said Mr. Tiwari. 


Harvard to study impact of plan to 
provide free bus rides to women 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A research team from Har¬ 
vard University and the 
World Bank will study the 
impact of Delhi govern¬ 
ment’s plan to provide free 
rides to women in city go¬ 
vernment buses starting Oc¬ 
tober 29. The study will be 
conducted in collaboration 
with the Dialogue and Deve¬ 
lopment Commission, a 
think-tank of the Delhi 
government. 

On June 3, Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal had an¬ 
nounced plans to provide 


free rides to women in city 
buses and the Delhi Metro. 
The plan is in line with the 
government’s intent to en¬ 
courage the use of public 
transport, safety of women, 
and to promote participa¬ 
tion of women in the city’s 
workforce, he had said. 

‘A unique opportunity’ 

“It is a unique opportunity 
for the Delhi government 
and the DDC to study the 
short and long-term impact 
of the scheme. This is a hrst- 
of-its-kind policy experi¬ 
ment in the world and what 


we learn in Delhi could have 
implications for other cities. 
It is a matter of privilege that 
some of the world’s leading 
researchers have shown in¬ 
terest in studying the 
scheme,” said Jasmine Shah, 
DDC vice-chairman. 

The research team will 
comprise Girija Borker, eco¬ 
nomist, World Bank; Gabriel 
Kreindler, Prize Fellow, Har¬ 
vard University; and Dev Pa¬ 
tel, Harvard University. 

The research will use data 
collected from a sample of 
approximately 800 women 
living across Delhi. 
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U.P. bids to attract foreign 
airlines to Jewar airport 

State govt, asks Centre to allow flights without revising bilateral agreements 


JAGRI TI CHANDRA 

NEW DELHI 

The Uttar Pradesh govern¬ 
ment has submitted a propo¬ 
sal to the Centre to encour¬ 
age foreign airlines to 
operate at the proposed Je¬ 
war airport. 

The State’s suggestion is 
to allow foreign carriers to 
fly to the airport, likely to be 
ready by 2023, without the 
need for India to revise its bi¬ 
lateral agreements with dif¬ 
ferent countries to increase 
the total number of flights 
permitted for different ports 
of call in the country. 

The Yamuna Expressway 
Industrial Development 
Authority (YEIDA) informed 
potential bidders about this 
proposal late Thursday even¬ 
ing in its reply to queries 
raised about the tender on 
operation, management and 
development of Noida Inter¬ 
national Airport Limited. It 
has also made public its re¬ 
vised request for proposal- 


As many as 20 
players have 
bought the bid 
document so far, 
including domestic 
and international 
airport developers 

SHAILENDRA KUMAR BHATIA 
Nodal officer for Jewar 

cum-request for quotation 
and concession agreement. 

In response to a query by 
an interested bidder on al¬ 
lowing international carriers 
to fly to Jewar airport for a 
period of three years with¬ 
out revising bilateral agree¬ 
ments, the YEIDA said, 
“Authority is awaiting a res¬ 
ponse from MoCA (Ministry 
of Civil Aviation).” 

Centre to take call 

According to the minutes of 
the meeting with the MoCA 
on August 16, the Centre is 
examining the issue: “MoCA 
will separately examine the 
issue of bilaterals and will 


provide clarity on whether 
the bilateral rights under 
Delhi (IGI Airport) will ex¬ 
tend to the new airport or it 
should be considered as a 
separate port of call.” 

Though the reply from 
YEIDA to the bidders comes 
after a delay of almost one 
month, officials say that the 
deadline for submitting bids 
on October 30 will remain 
unchanged. The timeline for 
opening technical and finan¬ 
cial bids on November 6 and 
November 29 will also be 
unaffected. 

Shailendra Kumar Bhatia, 
nodal officer for Jewar, told 
The Hindu that as many as 
20 players have bought the 
bid document so far, includ¬ 
ing domestic and interna¬ 
tional airport developers. 

Nearly 70% land (1,400 
hectares) has been acquired 
by the YEIDA. The authority 
has also entered into an MoU 
with Wildlife Institute of In¬ 
dia for environment impact 


assessment. A team of scien¬ 
tists has already conducted 
an inspection earlier this 
month to draw a plan for 
conservation of flora and 
fauna in the area. It is ex¬ 
pected to submit its report 
by October 30. 

On the instructions of the 
Uttar Pradesh Cabinet, the 
YEIDA will also explore 
whether the airport can have 
4-6 runways instead of two 
proposed now. 

In order to ensure Jewar 
airport is connected to the 
National Capital Region, 
state-owned infrastructure 
company RITES has been 
tasked with conducting a 
study which is expected to 
be submitted by October 15, 
Mr. Bhatia said. Delhi Metro 
Rail Corporation, too, has 
submitted its report for me¬ 
tro connectivity for the air¬ 
port, which is being exa¬ 
mined by the Uttar Pradesh 
government and Noida Me¬ 
tro Rail Corporation. 



Students attempt to send 1 Hostel for NE students in 
economics books to FM I JNU soon: Jitendra Singh 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

A delegation of students led 
by the All India Students’ 
Association (AISA) organ¬ 
ised a protest near the Cen¬ 
tral Secretariat on Friday 
and carried with them their 
economics textbook to pre¬ 
sent to Finance Minister Nir- 
mala Sitharaman. 

‘Increase spending’ 

The students demanded mi¬ 
nimum wages for workers 
and asked the government 
to increase public spending 
and create jobs. 

AISA Delhi president Ka- 
walpreet Kaur said, “The 


economy is going through 
its worst crisis. The GDP 
growth has officially come 
down to 5% and people are 
facing unemployment. 
Rather than recognising and 
acting, the BJP government 
and its Ministers are in de¬ 
nial mode. We are giving 
economics books to the Fi¬ 
nance Minister to remind 
her that she is not doing 
anything to prevent massive 
job loss and is instead ap¬ 
peasing the corporations.” 

Citing media reports, the 
students said that the textile 
sector, automobile industry, 
and the FMCG sector have 
all cut jobs. 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

A 424-bed hostel for stu¬ 
dents from the north-east¬ 
ern States will come up soon 
at Jawaharlal Nehru Univer¬ 
sity, Union Minister Jitendra 
Singh said on Friday. 

Mr. Singh said that the 
hrst-of-its-kind hostel in JNU 
will have 224 rooms. 

“Out of 224 rooms, 24 
have been assigned for ‘Di- 
vyang’ students. The re¬ 
maining rooms will be occu¬ 
pied by equal number of 
boys and girls,” the Minister 
said, launching a DoNER Mi¬ 
nistry dashboard, a one- 
stop centre for information 



about north-eastern States. 

He also discussed the sta¬ 
tus of the North Eastern Cul¬ 
tural and Information 
Centre to be set up in Dwar- 
ka. The estimated cost of the 
project is about ?94 crore. 

The centre will act as a 
cultural and convention or 
information hub of north¬ 
eastern States, he added. 
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‘Nomination 
to civic bodies 
is Speaker’s 
discretion’ 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Delhi Assembly Speaker 
Ram Niwas Goel has con¬ 
tended in the Delhi High 
Court that he has the dis¬ 
cretion to appoint MLAs to 
the municipal corporations 
and it was not mandatory 
to rotate or replace them 
each year. 

The submission was 
made in response to a plea 
by BJP leader Vijender Gup¬ 
ta challenging the appoint¬ 
ment of same 13 AAP MLAs 
as councillors to the corpo¬ 
rations each year. 

The court has listed the 
matter for further hearing 
on November 22. 

Mr. Gupta has alleged 
that since the Aam Aadmi 
Party formed the govern¬ 
ment in February 2015, the 
same group of party legisla¬ 
tors have been repeatedly 
nominated as councillors 
in municipal corporations 
in violation of norms. 

Frivolous plea: Goel 

In response to Mr. Gupta’s 
plea, the Speaker’s stated 
that nominating or ap¬ 
pointing MLAs to the civic 
bodies was a discretionary 
power and it was not man¬ 
datory to rotate or replace 
them each year. 

Mr. Goel’s reply further 
stated that such a claim for 
rotation or replacement of 
the MLAs was “not a cor¬ 
rect interpretation” of the 
law, and that the petition 
was “frivolous”. 

NGT slams U.P. 
for failing to 
provide potable 
water in Kanpur 

STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The National Green Tribu¬ 
nal (NGT) on Friday rapped 
the Uttar Pradesh govern¬ 
ment over its failure to pro¬ 
vide potable water to the 
residents of Kanpur, and 
directed the Chief Secre¬ 
tary to ensure availability 
of clean water. 

Taking note of a report 
furnished by an NGT-ap- 
pointed committee, a 
Bench headed by NGT 
Chairperson Justice Adarsh 
Kumar Goel said, “The re¬ 
port is self-speaking and 
paints a grim picture of fai¬ 
lure of authorities in taking 
remedial measures, forcing 
the inhabitants to drink 
polluted water which is a 
serious hazard to health.” 

“Access to potable drink¬ 
ing water is a fundamental 
right and an inalienable 
duty of the State. The State 
has clearly failed in doing 
so in the present case... re¬ 
medial measures must be 
taken,” the Bench added. 

It also directed the Chief 
Secretary to initiate action 
against responsible offi¬ 
cials of the State govern¬ 
ment, U.P. Jal Nigam and 
the State pollution control 
board for allowing dis¬ 
charge of untreated sewage 
and effluents directly into 
the Ganga. 


Air quality of Delhi-NCR 


Delhi 63 Gurugram 43 
Ghaziabad IS Faridabad 53 
Greater Noida 56 Noida 50 
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AIR QUALITY INDEX AT 4 P.M. YESTERDAY 
(AVERAGE OF PAST 24 HOURS) | SOURCE: CPCB 


DELHI TODAY 


Exhibition: "It was never concrete", 
a solo show of Ayesha Singh at Shrine 
Empire Gallery, D 395, Defence 
Colony, 11 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Exhibition: "Rooted" a group art 
show at Gallery Espace, 16 Com¬ 
munity Centre, New Friends Colony, 
11 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Exhibition: 'Parichay' an exhibition 
of 150 exclusive edition of khadi 
sarees, organised by Taneira at 
Crafts Museum, Pragati Maidan, 11 
a.m. - 8 p.m. 

Screening: Two English document¬ 
aries on ecology and environment 
will be screened this evening. "Water 
Every Drop Counts", a short film on 
the world's most precious resource - 
water, followed by screening of "The 
Hard Edge", which focusses on the 
efforts of Southern African nations 
to preserve the Zambezi river system 
at C.D. Deshmukh Auditorium, India 
International Centre (11C), 6:30 p.m. 
(Mail your listings for this column 
at cityeditordelhi(d)thehindu.co.in) 























































THE HINDU DELHI 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2019 


CITY 3 



HC relief to Baisoya in 
fake degree case 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi High Court on 
Friday granted interim 
protection from arrest to 
Ankiv Baisoya, who stepped 
down as DUSU president and 
is facing criminal proceedings 
for furnishing a fake degree 
for DU admission, after he 
disclosed contact details of 
the person who gave him the 
forged documents. 


Three injured in cylinder 
explosion in south Delhi 

NEW DELHI 

Three men were injured on 
Friday after a cylinder 
exploded in south Delhi’s 
Chattarpur Extension, said 
fire officials. While Pawan and 
Ramesh, both aged 25, 
sustained 80% injuries, said 
30-year-old Joginder, who 
received 40% burns, they 
said. 


Valley gets its first IPS 
officer of AGMUT cadre 

He will be in charge for a year and get salary from Arunachal govt. 


SAUR ABH TRIVEDI 

NEW DELHI 

In a first since Parliament 
passed a law to bifurcate 
Jammu and Kashmir into 
two Union Territories, the 
Ministry of Home Affairs ap¬ 
pointed Arunachal Pradesh- 
Goa-Mizoram-Union Territo¬ 
ry (AGMUT) cadre IPS officer 
as Superintendent of Police 
in the Valley’s Anti-Corrup¬ 
tion Bureau (ACB) on Friday. 

Sagar Singh Kalsi, a 2010 
batch IPS officer, is the first 
AGMUT officer after the 
merger of Central services 
officers of Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir into UT cadre. 

UT status 

The Union Territories of J&K 
and Ladhak will come into 
existence on October 31. 

The order copy reads: 
“Mr. Kalsi is appointed in 



Sagar Singh Kalsi 


Anti-Corruption Bureau, J&K 
on loan basis for one year 
from the date assumption of 
charge of the post. He will 
continue to draw his pay and 
allowances from the govern¬ 
ment of Arunachal Pradesh 
during the period of his 
posting in ACB, J&K.” 

He is currently posted in 
Arunachal Pradesh as Supe¬ 
rintendent of Police in Ta- 
wang district. The order co¬ 
py was marked to Chief 
Secretary B.V.R Subrahma- 


nyam. Director General of 
Police Dilbag Singh and oth¬ 
er senior officers of the Val¬ 
ley. The appointment as¬ 
sumes significance as there 
are concerns in the Jammu 
and Kashmir cadre officers 
about their future once the 
UT comes into effect. 

A delegation of Central 
services officers of Jammu 
and Kashmir cadre met Mr. 
Subrahmanyam last week to 
express their apprehension 
about merger with the AG¬ 
MUT cadre or postings to a 
third cadre. The rules for the 
Jammu and Kashmir Reor¬ 
ganisation Act, 2019 that 
would decide the cadre allo¬ 
cation are yet to be framed. 
Mr. Singh had also conveyed 
the apprehensions of the All 
India Services officers in the 
Valley to the State govern¬ 
ment. 


Cong, leader 
moves SC on 
demolition of 
Ravidas temple 

STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Delhi Pradesh Congress 
Committee (DPCC) work¬ 
ing president Rajesh Li- 
lothia on Friday said he has 
filed an impleadment ap¬ 
plication before the Su¬ 
preme Court to initiate 
contempt proceedings 
against Delhi Development 
Authority (DDA) for dese¬ 
crating Sant Ravidas Tem¬ 
ple in Tughlakabad. 

The application seeks 
relief for permission to 
pray at the holy site until 
Guru Ravidas Temple is re¬ 
constructed and also resto¬ 
ration of the idols, he said. 
The DDA had on August 10 
demolished the temple 
stating that it was following 
SC orders. “The temple 
had historical importan¬ 
ce... The demolition has 
hurt crores of followers 
across the world,” Mr. Li- 
lothia said. 


Ashok Tanwar skips 
Gurugram event 

He will run a parallel poll campaign 


Cong, launches ‘Pehle Report, 
Phir Vote’ campaign in Haryana 

Leaders ask voters to seek report from BJP on work done 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GURUGRAM 

Haryana State Congress pre¬ 
sident Kumari Selja on Friday 
launched the party’s “Pehle 
Report, Phir Vote” (First Re¬ 
port, Then Vote) campaign 
ahead of the Assembly elec¬ 
tion next month asking the 
voters to seek report from the 
BJP leaders on the work done 
by them in the past five years. 

Congress Legislature party 
leader Bhupinder Singh Hoo- 
da and former Haryana Fi¬ 
nance Minister Capt. Ajay Ya- 
dav were also present at the 
launch at a hotel in Sector 56 
here. 

Making a call to a toll-free 
number - 9911427999 -, Ms. 
Selja said the electorate could 
call or send an SMS or What- 
sApp message to the number 
to share the issues on which 
they want to seek report from 
the government. 



Kumari Selja and Bhupinder 
Singh Hooda at the campaign 
launch on Friday. 


■MANOJKUMAR 

She added that the Con¬ 
gress had already kicked-off a 
multi-pronged campaign and 
the leaders were reaching out 
to the masses with their mes¬ 
sages on the five years mis¬ 
rule of the BJP. Accusing the 
BJP of hatching a conspiracy 
to harm the Aravalis and pro¬ 
moting the mining mafia, Ms. 
Selja said the corruption was 
at its peak during the present 
regime. 

She said the Army was 


called twice and around a 
hundred people were killed 
in police firing in the State 
during the past five years. 
She claimed the common 
man was now disillusioned 
with the BJP and inclined to¬ 
wards the Congress. Ms. Selja 
said 1,200 applications were 
received for seeking tickets 
for 90 Assembly constituen¬ 
cies. She added that national¬ 
ism and Article 370 were not 
the issues for assembly elec¬ 
tion in Haryana. Mr. Hooda 
accused the BJP of “selling 
jobs like the goods at a groc¬ 
ery shop”. 

The former Chief Minister 
said his government esta¬ 
blished higher education in¬ 
stitutes across the State, set 
up four thermal power plants 
to tackle the power issues 
and connected Gurugram, 
Faridabad and Bahadurgarh 
with metro. 


VIKAS VASUDEVA 
CHANDIGARH 

Infighting within the Ha¬ 
ryana Congress shows no 
signs of abating as former 
State unit chief Ashok Tan- 
war skipped the party’s 
manifesto committee 

meeting and the “Pehle Re¬ 
port, Phir Vote” campaign 
in Gurugram on Friday. 

“There’s no point in at¬ 
tending the [manifesto 
committee] meeting. 
When I was the president, 
these leaders who are at 
the helm [referring to new 
State unit chief Kumari Sel¬ 
ja and former Chief Minis¬ 
ter Bhupinder Singh Hoo¬ 
da) never cooperated with 
me. I will reciprocate the 
same way,” he told The Hin¬ 
du. Mr. Tanwar said he was 
not aware of the party’s 
Gurugram programme. “I 
am not aware of today’s 
programme. Although it 


should have been launched 
earlier, I wish them all suc¬ 
cess,” he said. 

“It’s the responsibility of 
the new incumbents to 
take along other leaders 
and party workers. We all 
our working towards the 
same goal of strengthening 
the party and throwing out 
the ruling BJP from Harya¬ 
na,” the former PCC chief 
said. 

Mr. Tanwar has not been 
attending party meetings, 
be it to decide candidates 
or on shaping the cam¬ 
paign strategy for the As¬ 
sembly elections. He has 
instead been holding paral¬ 
lel meetings with his sup¬ 
porters. “We will continue 
with our election cam¬ 
paign separately... like they 
were doing by holding ral¬ 
lies when I was the State 
[unit] president,” said Mr. 
Tanwar. 


Onions to be sold at £23.90 per kg in Capital from today: Kejriwal 

Vegetable would be available at 400 ration shops, 70 mobile vans; each citizen entitled to a maximum of 5 kg 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi government will 
sell onions at ?23.90 per kg in 
the Capital from Saturday, an¬ 
nounced Chief Minister Ar- 
vind Kejriwal. 

In addition to being sold at 
400 ration shops and through 
70 mobile vans - one for each 


of the 70 Assembly consti¬ 
tuencies in the city - each citi¬ 
zen, would be entitled to a 
maximum of five kg and the 
sale points would operate 
from 10 a.m. till 5 p.m., Mr. 
Kejriwal said 

He added that the mea¬ 
sures would be in place what 
with onions currently being 


sold at prices ranging bet¬ 
ween ?60-?80 per kg to tide 
over which the government 
would procure 1 lakh kg of 
onions from the Centre over 
the next five days. “To bring 
onion prices under control, 
the government has decided 
to procure onions from the 
Central Buffer Stock Ex¬ 


change through NAFED and 
sell it at a retail price of 
?23.90 per kg, starting tomor¬ 
row [Saturday],” Mr. Kejriwal 
said, adding that the govern¬ 
ment would procure onions 
at H5.60 per kg from the 
Centre. A team would be sent 
to Nasik to check the quality 
of onions and to conduct a 


pre-dispatch inspection of 
stocks, he said. 

On its part, the BJP Opposi¬ 
tion alleged that Mr. Kejriwal 
had been “sleeping over” the 
issue of soaring onion prices 
for over a week and was seek¬ 
ing to “earn profit” from the 
new retail prices announced 
on Friday. 


DU students protest high-rise 
building near North Campus 

They fear it would pose security risk to those on campus 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Students of colleges in Delhi 
University’s North Campus 
on Friday protested against 
the construction of a high- 
rise building near Vishwavi- 
dyalaya metro station. 

The said construction has 
been opposed by the univer¬ 
sity and the teachers’ associa¬ 
tion as well. The students 
formed a human chain chant¬ 
ing slogans - “Private Build¬ 
ing, Down Down” - at the en¬ 
trance of the metro station. 

Neha, president of Miran¬ 
da House, one of the unions 
which organised the protest, 
said the building would pose 


a security risk to the students 
on the campus if it were to 
come up. She added that the 
land could be used to build 
hostels for students instead. 

The land, on which the 
construction is to take place, 
was initially owned by the Mi¬ 
nistry of Defence was trans¬ 
ferred to the Delhi Metro Rail 
Corporation after which it 
was handed to a private buil¬ 
der, a university official said. 

Matter before NGT 

The official added that the 
plans for the proposed 39- 
storey building were alleged¬ 
ly approved by the conceal¬ 
ment of facts and the matter 


is before the National Green 
Tribunal. 

“Construction of such a 
high-rise building in the un¬ 
iversity enclave area will ne¬ 
gatively impact the ambiance 
of Delhi University. There are 
heritage buildings in close vi¬ 
cinity of this land. There will 
be serious issues of safety 
and privacy for adjoining 
girls hostels and staff flats. 
This extremely crowded area 
can’t burden such extra in¬ 
frastructural load. So, the 
Delhi University community 
as a whole is opposing it 
tooth and nail,” said Rasal 
Singh, Academic council 
member. 


DUTA protests stoppage of funds to 28 colleges 

Teachers demand creation of additional posts 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Teachers of Delhi University 
on Friday protested the stop¬ 
page of funds to 28 colleges 
run by the government, at 
Vidhan Sabha. 

“As a result of the stand-off 
with DU on the matter of 
non-formation of governing 
bodies, the government has 
once again stopped grants to 
colleges,” said Delhi Universi¬ 
ty Teachers’ Association (DU¬ 


TA). The teachers spoke of is¬ 
sues being faced by staff and 
faculty with delayed pay¬ 
ments of reimbursements. 
“Worst hit are the teaching 
and the non-teaching staff 
working on an ad-hoc basis,” 
DUTA stated. Funds to these 
colleges have been stopped 
once again over issues in the 
formation of their governing 
bodies. Earlier, in June col¬ 
leges were under pressure as 
they did not receive funds 


from the government. Prot¬ 
estors also highlighted the 
need for creation of addition¬ 
al posts for teaching and non¬ 
teaching staff on account of 
the expansion of the univer¬ 
sity due to the Economically 
Weaker Sections quota. 

The DUTA demands that 
basic rights of employees and 
institutions should not be 
compromised at any cost. 
Salaries and grants should be 
released immediately. 
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PM to undertake 
roadshow today 

Event will showcase cultural heritage: BJP 


SAURABH TRIVEDI 
JATIN ANAND 

NEW DELHI 

Prime Minister Narendra Mo¬ 
di will undertake a roadshow 
soon after landing at the air¬ 
port here on Saturday 
prompting the police to pre¬ 
pare a foolproof plan for the 
event here on Saturday. 

In PM’s honour 

Party sources said between 
50,000 to 1 lakh people, in¬ 
cluding party members and 
citizens, were expected to be 
part of the event. The road¬ 
show will be held in honour 
of Mr. Modi’s successful ef¬ 
forts at “enhancing the pride 
of the country” on various in¬ 
ternational platforms, in¬ 
cluding the United Nations 
General Assembly, said 
insiders. 

A senior officer said they 
held a meeting with senior 
BJP leaders and other agen¬ 
cies over the security of the 
route - from Palam airport 
Dhaula Kuan. Party sources 
said leaders and office-bear¬ 
ers from each of the 14 dis¬ 
tricts had been tasked with 
ensuring the participation of 
cadre. 

The BJP would also mark 


the event with the participa¬ 
tion of cadre from different 
States who would showcase 
their respective cultural her¬ 
itage via songs and dances. 
The party said the event will 
try to show a “mini-India” 
through citizens of the Capi¬ 
tal. “We have deployed extra 
security personnel in plain 
clothes to keep a vigil on sus¬ 
picious activities. There will 
be officers with metal detec¬ 
tors for random checks,” said 
an officer. He added that they 
are also prepared for the sud¬ 
den change in Mr. Modi’s 
programme during the road¬ 
show as the last time he had 
stepped out of the car and 
marched with BJP workers 
for a few metres. “We have 
deployed policemen at all 
strategic locations. We have 
also deployed extra security 
personnel as Mr. Modi’s flight 
will land after sunset,” said 
the officer. 

Recently, the Bureau of Ci¬ 
vil Aviation Security had re¬ 
ceived a letter which said 
that the terror group Jaish-e- 
Mohammad is planning to 
target PM Modi, Amit Shah 
and NS A Ajit Doval over the 
amendment of Article 370 in 
Jammu and Kashmir. 
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2 arrested for duping people of 1 10 crore 

Accused cheated people on the pretext of linking their Aadhaar cards to mobile numbers 



Two held for setting over 
a dozen vehicles on fire 

One of them was recently released from jail 



Three arrested for 
robbery-cum-murder 


NEW DELHI 

Three men have been 
arrested for allegedly robbing 
a man after killing him in 
south-west Delhi's Sagarpur 
on Thursday, the police said 
on Friday. Accused Ramesh 
(21) and Rahul (19) were 
nabbed from Shivpuri Kallad 
in west Sagarpur and Sunil 
Sharma (22) was held from 
Vardhman Plaza. They were 
identified with the help of 
CCTV footage of the incident. 

Anticipatory bail to AAP 
MLA in assault case 

NEW DELHI 

A Delhi court has granted 
anticipatory bail to AAP MLA 
Akhilesh Pati Tripathi for 
allegedly assaulting a civic 
body official earlier his 
month. The Judge noted that 
the accused had already 
joined the probe and the 
statement of witnesses were 
recorded. In his application, 
Mr. Tripathi had said he was 
"unwarrantedly" persecuted 
by inept and inefficient 
officials", pti 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A racket which duped peo¬ 
ple of over HO crore on the 
pretext of linking their Aad¬ 
haar cards to their mobile 
numbers has been busted 
and two persons have been 
arrested in connection with 
the case, the police said on 
Friday. 

Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (Dwarka) Anto Al¬ 
phonse said that the accused 
have been identified as Ali- 
muddin Ansari (27), the mas¬ 
termind, who is a resident of 
Jharkhand and Manoj Yadav 
(31), a resident of Uttar Pra¬ 
desh’s Azamgarh. 

The police said that they 
had received a complaint 
from Rakesh Gilani, a resi¬ 
dent of Dwarka Sector 4. The 
complainant told the police 
that he had received a call 
from a customer care execu¬ 
tive of a telecom company 
and was told that his mobile 
number was not linked with 
his Aadhaar card and that to 
get it done he had to provide 
his card details. 


The accused in police custody. 

“The complainant was al¬ 
so asked to provide his debit 
card number and CW num¬ 
ber of the bank accounts 
which were linked with his 
mobile number,” an officer 
said, adding that after he had 
given the caller all the de¬ 
tails, the complainant was 
told to forward a message he 
must have received on his 
mobile number to customer 
care number, 121. The ac¬ 
cused had requested for a 
new SIM card on the number 
without the knowledge of 
the complainant. 

The caller further told the 


■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

victim that his SIM card will 
get deactivated and will be 
reactivated in 24 hours. Ho¬ 
wever, after the services did 
not get reactivated, the vic¬ 
tim called the customer care 
and was told that a new SIM 
card had been activated on 
his mobile number. He also 
found that ^4,17,646 was 
transferred from his bank ac¬ 
count. 

He then approached the 
police after which a case was 
registered and an investiga¬ 
tion was taken up. 

During investigation, the 
police sought the bank state¬ 


ment of the victim and ob¬ 
tained details of the accounts 
to which the money was 
transferred. Details of the 
PAN and Aadhaar number 
linked with the beneficiary 
accounts were obtained, 
which led the police to some 
mobile numbers. The call de¬ 
tail records of the numbers 
were analysed and over 100 
short-listed mobile numbers 
were put on surveillance. 

The police were also keep¬ 
ing an eye on the movements 
of the suspects, the police 
said. Subsequently, Yadav 
was held from Delhi and An¬ 
sari from Rajasthan. 

Over 100 members 

During interrogation, the ac¬ 
cused said that the racket 
has more than 100 members 
spread across Jharkhand and 
West Bengal working from 
unorganised call centres. 
“Yadav’s job was to provide 
bank accounts to transfer the 
money that the gang duped 
people of via online fraud. 
He would target labour-class 
people and offered them 


^2,000 per account to lure 
them to give him their bank 
account details,” Mr. Al¬ 
phonse said, adding that the 
address of these bank ac¬ 
counts were then changed. 

The police said that the ac¬ 
cused would call a victim 
posing as customer care ex¬ 
ecutives and get bank details 
on the pretext of getting their 
Aadhaar cards linked to their 
mobile numbers and in the 
process, get a new SIM card 
on the victim’s mobile num¬ 
ber. The new SIM card gave 
them access to transactions 
and one-time passwords, us¬ 
ing which they would transf¬ 
er money from the victim’s 
account. 

The police said that the ac¬ 
cused have embezzled more 
than HO crore. Ansari told 
the police that the fake ac¬ 
counts were also outsourced 
to other cheaters at hefty 
commissions. The police ad¬ 
ded that 81 debit cards, 104 
cheque books were reco¬ 
vered and mobile phones 
and SIM cards were seized 
from the accused. 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Two persons have been ar¬ 
rested for setting more than 
a dozen vehicles on fire in 
Rohini’s Kanjhawala alleg¬ 
edly to avenge the arrest of 
one of them, the police said 
on Friday. 

Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (Rohini) S.D. Mishra 
said that the accused have 
been identified as Akash 
alias Andy (19) and Kuldeep 
alias Monu (30). 

With the help of human 
intelligence Akash, who was 
found to be recently re¬ 
leased from jail, was identi¬ 
fied. He was arrested from 
Swada’s JJ Colony. He dis¬ 
closed his accomplice, Kul- 
deep’s name and at his in¬ 
stance, the latter was 
arrested, the police said. 

Akash was sent to jail in a 
molestation case reported 
in Kanjhawala and had to 
stay there for 20 days. 

During interrogation, the 
police said, the accused con¬ 
fessed to having set the veh- 


The accused in police 
custody. ■ 

icles ablaze. “After his 
[Akash’s] release, he decid¬ 
ed to take revenge on the lo¬ 
cals and the police for send¬ 
ing him behind the bars and 
teach them a lesson,” Mr. 
Mishra said. 

The police further said 
that on September 23-24, 
three cases of arson attack 
on parked vehicles were re¬ 
ported in Kanjhawala colo¬ 
nies in which more than 12 
cars and two-wheelers were 
set ablaze by unknown per¬ 
sons. Based on the com¬ 
plaints, three cases were re¬ 
gistered and an 
investigation was taken up. 



Man kills brother for 
intervening in fight 

The accused brother is absconding 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A 22-year-old man was alleg¬ 
edly killed by his brother in 
west Delhi’s Moti Nagar on 
Thursday night for objecting 
to a fight with his mother, 
the police said on Friday. 
The accused has not been 
arrested yet, they said. 

Additional Deputy Com¬ 
missioner of Police (West) 
Sameer Sharma said that the 
victim has been identified as 
Anand Tiwari, a resident of 
Basai Darapur, who was al¬ 
legedly killed by his elder 
brother Amit (25). 

The police said that they 
received a call around 10 
p.m. regarding a man who 
had been stabbed. The call¬ 
er said that his condition 
was critical. When the police 
reached the spot, they were 
told that Anand, who was at¬ 


tacked by his brother Amit, 
died on the spot. 

During investigation, the 
police said, it was revealed 
that Amit, an alcoholic, 
would often pick fights with 
his family members, includ¬ 
ing his mother Shanti Devi. 
On Thursday night, he start¬ 
ed to fight with his mother 
over money when his broth¬ 
er objected to it. When he in¬ 
tervened, Amit slit Anand’s 
throat, Mr. Sharma said. 

Based on the mother’s 
complaint, the police have 
registered a case under Sec¬ 
tion 302 of the IPC and have 
formed teams to nab Amit 
who is absconding since the 
incident, the officer said. 

Anand used to work at a 
chewing tobacco company 
on Rama Road, while Amit 
used to do odd jobs and is 
currently unemployed. 


Climate concerns 



Seeking action: Students and activists taking part in the campaign against climate change in Delhi on Friday. The week-long 
campaign started on September 20 and culminated in a march to demand that the PM declare a climate emergency. ■ r v moorthy 


1984 riots: Centre’s reply 
sought on convict’s plea 

Plea seeks reinvestigation of cases 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi High Court has 
sought the Centre’s res¬ 
ponse on a plea by one of 
the convicts in 1984 anti- 
Sikh riots, challenging the 
legality of the Home Minis¬ 
try’s order for setting up a 
Special Investigation Team 
(SIT) to reprobe the cases. 

Next hearing on Monday 

A Bench of Justices Sidd- 
harth Mridul and I.S. Mehta 
issued notice to the Union of 
India through the Secretary 
of Ministry of Home Affairs 
and listed the matter for 
further hearing on Septem¬ 
ber 30. 

The legality of the SIT has 
been challenged by convict 
Yashpal Singh who was sen¬ 
tenced to death penalty by a 
trial court in a 1984 anti-Sikh 


riot case which was reo¬ 
pened by the SIT. 

In his plea, he has 
claimed that the executive 
cannot order re-investiga- 
tion and it can only be done 
by the court’s direction. 

The court, in its order, 
said: “In view of the chal¬ 
lenge mounted on behalf of 
Yashpal Singh to the legality 
and validity of the order dat¬ 
ed February 12, 2015, issued 
by the Ministry of Home Af¬ 
fairs, Government of India, 
it is considered proper and 
necessary to issue notice to 
the Union of India through 
the Secretary, Ministry of 
Home Affairs, Government 
of India.” 

Centre’s standing counsel 
Akshay Makhija appeared 
for the government and 
sought time to obtain in¬ 
structions on the issue. 


HIMACHAL PRADESH 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 


e-Procurement Notice 
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB) 

1. The Executive Engineer HPPWD Karsoq Distt Mandi H.P on behalf of Governor of 
HP invites the online bids on item rate, in electronic tendering system, in 2 Cover 
System for the under mentioned work from the eligible and approved 
contractors/Firms registered with HPPWD Department. 


Name of Work 


Construction of 40.00 
mtrs span PSC Box 
girder Bridge on 
Shakrlar to Tuman 
road over Gharoli Khad 
at RD 0/315 ( SH;- 
Construction of 
Substructure, 
superstructure & 
approaches) 


Estimated 

Cost 


1,09,38,333/- 


EMD 


1,41,883/- 


Time 

limit 


One 

Year 


Cost 

of 

Tender 


5000/- 


Eligible 
Class of 
Contractor 


A&B 


Availability of Bid Document and mode of submission: The Bid document is 
available online and bid should be submitted in online mode on website 
https://hptenders.qov.in . 

Bidder would be required to register in the web-site which is free of cost. For 
submission of bids, the bidder is required to have Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) 
from one of the authorized Certifying Authorities (CA). “Aspiring bidders who have 
not obtained the user ID and from authorized Cas can use the same in this tender 

Key Dates: 


Date of online publication 


Document Download Start and End Date 


Bid Submission Start and End Date 


Physical Submission of EMD and Cost 
of Tender Document 


Date of Technical Bid opening, 
Evaluation of Technical Bid followed by 
Opening of Financial Bid. 


21.10.2019 10.30HRS” 


21.10.2019 10.30HRSupto 

28.10.2019 10.00 HRS 


21.10.2019 10.30HRSupto 

28.10.2019 10.00 HRS 


30.10.2019 upto 12.00 HRS 


31.10. 2019 upto 2.00 HRS 


4. TENDER DETAILS:s 

The Tender Documents shall be uploaded online in 2 Cover: 

i) Cover 1: shall contain scanned copies of all “Technical Documents/ Eligibility 
Information”. 

ii) Cover2: shall contain “BOQ/Financial Bid”, where contractor will quote his offer for 
each item 

5. SUBMISSION OF ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS: The bidders are required to submit 
(a) original demand draft towards the cost of bid document and (b) original bid 
security/Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) and other Technical in O/o Executive 
Engineer Karsoq Division HPPWDKarsoq as specified in Key dates Sr. No. 4 on 
Tender Opening Date, failing which the bids will be declared non-responsive. 

6. BID OPENING DETAILS: The bids shall be opened on 31-10.2019 at 2.00 HRS in 
the office Executive Engineer Karsoq Division HPPWD Karsoq bv the authorised 
officer. In their interest the tenderer are advised to be present along with original 
documents at the time of opening offenders. If the office happens to be closed on the 
date of opening of the bids as specified, the bids will be opened on the next working 
day at the same time and venue. 

7. The bids for the work shall remain valid for acceptance for a period not less than 51 
days afterthe deadline date forbid submission. 

8. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents. The officer inviting tender 
shall not be held liable for any delays due to system failure beyond its control. Even 
though the system will attempt to notify the bidders of any bid updates, the Employer 
shall not be liable for any information not received by the bidder. It is the bidders' 
responsibility to verify the website for the latest information related to the tender. 

Sd/- 

Executive Engineer 
HPPWD Division Karsog 
Distt Mandi H.P 

hp/ 2238/i9-20 on behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh 


Patnaik pulls up district police heads over spurt in street crime 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Delhi Police chief Amulya 
Patnaik on Friday pulled up 
all district police heads for 
the sudden spurt in street 
crime after a dozen such inci¬ 
dents were reported in the ci¬ 
ty lately. 

At the crime review meet¬ 
ing, Mr. Parnaik pulled up the 
district heads of South, South 


West, East, Dwarka and 
North West districts. Other 
district heads were also 
warned and instructed to be 
vigilant and develop strate¬ 
gies to curb street crime. 

“The officers were in¬ 
structed to keep a tab on ac¬ 
tivities of staff posted at pol¬ 
ice stations. A special focus 
was made on unsolved cases 
of robberies and snatching,” 


PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE 
APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED 


See Section 82 / 83 Cr. P.C. 

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused 
Amit Sachdeva S/o R.K. Sachdeva R/o H. No. 1105/4, Dori 
Walan, Karol Bagh, Delhi has Committed (or are suspected to 
have committed) the offence under FIR No. 136/16, u/s 174A 
IPC registered at P.S. Karol Bagh, Delhi and it has been 
returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said 
Amit Sachdeva cannot be found and whereas it has been 
shown to my satisfaction that the said Amit Sachdeva has 
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the 
said warrant). 

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Amit 
Sachdeva of FIR No. 136/16, u/s 174A IPC has been 
registered at P. S. Karol Bagh, Delhi is required to appear 
before this Court to answer the said complaint on or before 

15.11.2019 By order 

Sh. Fahad Uddin 
MM, Central District, Room No. 180, 
DP/6599/CD/19 1 st Floor, Tis Hazari Court, Delhi 



SEARCH FOR MISSING WOMAN 


General public is hereby 
informed that this woman namely 
Shashi W/o Vinod Kumar R/o 
H.No. 60B, Gali No. 1, Jyoti 
Colony, Shahdara, Delhi Age : 27 
years, Height : 5’2 M , Complexion : 
Fair, Build : Medium, Face : 
Round, wearing blue colour suit 
and payjami, has been missing 
since 28.07.2019 from the area of 
RS. Shahdara, Delhi. In this regard a DD No. 40-A 
dated 08.08.2019 RS. Shahdara, Delhi has been 
registered. 

Any person having information or clue about this missing 
woman may kindly inform to the following:- § 

cic@cbi.g°v.in SHO - P.S. Shahdara, I 

Website: http://cbi.mc.in ... ° 

Fax: 24368639, e ueim, 

Tel.: 24368638/24368641 Tel. No. 011-22832087, 22831778 6 


Shashi 


said a police officer. 

During the meeting, Mr 
Patnaik instructed DCP East, 
Jasmeet Singh, to take action 
against the SHO of Madhu Vi- 
har as there is no headway in 
the case of murder of a 59- 
year-old woman who was 
shot dead during a robbery 
attempt in Madhu Vihar on 
September 21. 

Instructions were also gi¬ 


ven regarding the CCTV foot¬ 
age leak in a recent case of 
street crime. “The CCTV foot¬ 
age was leaked and it affected 
the investigation. It has been 
instructed to brief the staff 
about sensitivity of cases and 
avoid leak of any develop¬ 
ment regarding the case to 
the public,” added the officer. 

In September, till 26, 
around 592 cases of heinous 


crime were reported across 
the city, including murder, 
robbery, snatching and at¬ 
tempt to murder. 

On Friday morning, a se¬ 
nior citizen was targeted by 
bike-borne snatchers in Pun¬ 
jabi Bagh. The woman did 
not let go off the purse and 
was dragged for around 20 
metres. Failing in their at¬ 
tempt, the snatchers fled. 


CBI files case against two for fudging reports 

‘FSL officials prepared incorrect report to save the accused’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Central Bureau of Inves¬ 
tigation has registered a case 
against the then Deputy Di¬ 
rector and another official of 
Rohini-based Forensic 
Science Laboratory (FSL) for 
allegedly fudging reports in 
three sexual assault and 
murder cases. 

The accused have been 


identified as A.K. Srivastava, 
the then Deputy Director of 
FSL’s Biology/DNA section, 
and then Senior Scientific 
Officer L. Babyto Devi. 

The CBI initiated an inqui¬ 
ry into the allegations of 
tampering on a Delhi High 
Court directive last year. 

The agency found that in 
two cases of sexual assault 
and one of sodomy-cum- 


murder, the reports given by 
Ms. Devi and Dr. Srivastava 
were inconsistent with those 
subsequently submitted by 
the FSL and the CBI’s Cen¬ 
tral Forensic Science 
Laboratory. 

The officials had prepared 
incorrect report with the in¬ 
tent to save the accused per¬ 
sons in the cases, the CBI al¬ 
leged. 


BJP sends 
notices to CM, 
Bhardwaj 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi BJP on Friday sent 
legal notices to CM Arvind 
Kejriwal and AAP MLA Sau- 
rabh Bhardwaj seeking an 
apology for their comments 
against State BJP chief Manoj 
Tiwari on the National Re¬ 
gister of Citizens issue. 

The notices threatened 
Mr. Kejriwal and Mr. Bharad- 
waj of civil and criminal ac¬ 
tion if they failed to apolo¬ 
gise within two days. The 
notices stated that BJP lead¬ 
ers were demanding an ex¬ 
ercise similar to Assam’s 
NRC in Delhi to “check” Ro- 
hingyas and illegal migrants 
residing here. It accused Mr. 
Kejriwal and Mr. Bharadwaj 
of “spreading misinforma¬ 
tion” that people from U.P., 
Bihar and Odisha would be 
evicted if the NRC is imple¬ 
mented in Delhi. 


Locals reiterate demand to shift Kherki Daula toll 

They claim to have got no response from govt, despite holding protests since 2016 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GURUGRAM 

Ahead of the Assembly elec¬ 
tion in Haryana next month, 
the members of DXP Welfare 
Association, representing 
the residents in various 
group housing societies 
along the Dwarka Express¬ 
way, reiterated their demand 
for shifting the Kherki Daula 
toll plaza and time-bound 
completion of the highway 
connecting Gurugram with 
Delhi. 

DXP Welfare Association 
president Yashesh Yadav, in a 
press conference on Friday, 
said they were holding prot¬ 
ests seeking the shifting of 
the toll plaza since 2016 and 


e> 


Now we have 
decided to knock 
at the door of the 
court and file PIL 
to remove the toll 
plaza. Many people 
have come out in 
support of our 
campaign 

YASHESH YADAV 

DXP Welfare Association president 

had also held a hunger strike 
earlier this year, but there 
was no response from Chief 
Minister Manohar Lai Khat- 
tar and Minister of Roads and 
Highways Nitin Gadkari on 
this matter. 

“Now we have decided to 


knock at the door of the 
court and file PIL to remove 
the toll plaza,” said Mr. Ya¬ 
dav, adding that many peo¬ 
ple had come out in support 
of their campaign and they 
expected more people to join 
it. 

The association’s general 
secretary, Pradip Rahi, said 
they launched a ‘Missed Call’ 
campaign a week ago to gar¬ 
ner support for toll removal 
and claimed that they have 
received the support of 
10,000 people so far. He said 
the association expected to 
cross the mark of one lakh 
missed calls and the data 
would be put before the 
court through a PIL to high¬ 


light the grievances of the 
common man that are being 
ignored by the State and Cen¬ 
tral governments. 

RTI activist Harinder 
Dhingra said that the reply to 
an RTI application had re¬ 
vealed that toll operator Mil¬ 
lennium City Expressway 
Private Limited had already 
recovered the funds, but was 
still was operating the toll in 
connivance with the National 
Highways Authority of India. 

Loktantra Suraksha Party 
candidate from Badshahpur, 
Satish Yadav, supported the 
movement, saying that the 
removal of the toll plaza was 
necessary for the develop¬ 
ment of Gurugram. 


A ND-NDE 
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‘No slowdown in Chhattisgarh’ 

Higher grain procurement price, loan waiver have helped drive up auto sales: CM 


SAND EEPPHUKAN 

NEW DELHI 

As the Congress attacks the 
government of Prime Minis¬ 
ter Narendra Modi over the 
economic slowdown, Chhat¬ 
tisgarh Chief Minister Bhu- 
pesh Baghel has said no im¬ 
pact of the slump is felt in 
the State, thanks to his go¬ 
vernment’s policy of “put¬ 
ting money in the hands of 
the people”. 

In an interview to The 
Hindu, Mr. Baghel said auto 
sales and real estate pur¬ 
chases had gone up in the 
past nine months, as the 
higher grain procurement 
price and the farm loan waiv¬ 
er drove up the people’s pur¬ 
chasing power. 

Jewellery market up 

“According to the data from 
March this year, automobile 
sales have gone up by 36%. 
Not one automobile dealer 
has shut shop. The jewellery 
market has grown by 84%, 
and the revenue from new 
property registration has 
shot up from Z92 crore last 



/A If there is money in the hands of 
^ the people, they will use it to buy 
motorcycles, water pumps, jewels or 
build a house. According to the data 
from March this year, automobile sales 
have gone up by 36%. Not one 
automobile dealer has shut shop 

BHUPESH BAGHEL, Chhattisgarh Chief Minister 


September to £52 crore this 
month,” he said. 

The Congress leader said 
his government had spent 
£20,000 crore on grain pro¬ 
curement that helped 20 
lakh farmers; £0,000 crore 
on loan waiver and £,000 
crore on power subsidy. “If 
there is money in the hands 
of the people, they will use it 
to buy motorcycles, water 
pumps, jewels or build a 
house,” he said. 

Mr. Baghel was in New 
Delhi to invite party interim 
president Sonia Gandhi to 
the October 2 launch of ‘Su- 
poshan’, a scheme to pro¬ 
vide hot meals to families liv¬ 
ing below the poverty line, 
the Mulchyamantri Haat Ba¬ 
zaar Clinic and the Urban 


Slum Health Scheme. These 
schemes will cover 40% of 
the population. 

But he clarified that his 
government would not 
launch the the minimum in¬ 
come guarantee scheme 
(Nyay) anytime soon. The 
Congress had laid out the 
scheme in its Lolc Sabha elec¬ 
tion manifesto. 

Poll results 

“This was meant to be a Cen¬ 
tral government sche¬ 
me...We will have to study 
the implication and decide 
whether we can roll it out in 
future... We have no pro¬ 
blem in implementing it, but 
the people preferred nation¬ 
alism to Nyay.” 

Asked why the Congress 


won only two of the 11 Lok 
Sabha seats in the State if the 
party had delivered on the 
promises, he said: “...if one 
wins a Lok Sabha seat by ov¬ 
er three lakh votes, how 
come there were not even 50 
people to celebrate the victo¬ 
ry? When we won in the As¬ 
sembly election, people 
were felicitating us for al¬ 
most two months.” But he 
refused to elaborate on his 
statement when asked 
whether he had any doubt 
about the outcome of the 
Lok Sabha election. 

To a question on the fac¬ 
tionalism in the ruling Con¬ 
gress in neighbouring Mad¬ 
hya Pradesh, he said: 
“Contradictions exist in ev¬ 
ery organisation. [The BJP’s 
Bhopal MP] Pragya Singh 
Thakur called Nathuram 
Godse who killed Bapu [Ma¬ 
hatma Gandhi] a patriot. 
The BJP government has 
asked every MP to take out a 
‘padayatra’ to commemo¬ 
rate Bapu’s jayanti. Now, will 
she undertake a ‘padayatra’ 
or not?” 


Akali Dal to go it alone in Haryana 


The party claims to have influence in over 30 Assembly constituencies 

‘SAD should not preach ethics’ 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

CHANDIGARH 

With the Shiromani Akali Dal 
deciding to fight the Haryana 
Assembly poll on its own af¬ 
ter its sole MLA in the State 
joined the BJP, senior SAD 
leader Balwinder Singh 
Bhundar on Friday said the 
party would contest “maxi¬ 
mum number of seats in the 
State”. 

“We will try to fight on 
maximum number of seats 
during the upcoming Harya¬ 
na Assembly poll,” Mr. Bhun¬ 
dar said. 

He said the party was in 
touch with the minority 
community, farmers and la¬ 
bourers and will contest 
polls with their support. 

Keen on alliance 

The party is claiming to have 
its influence in over at least 
30 seats in Haryana. It was 
keen to forge an alliance 
with the BJP and fight on sev¬ 
eral seats including Pehowa, 
Kaithal, Assandh and Kalan- 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

CHANDIGARH 

Hours after the Shiromani 
Akali Dal slammed the BJP 
for inducting its lone MLA in 
Haryana, the latter hit back 
at its ally on Friday, saying 
the Akalis should not preach 
ethics as they had allied 
with the Indian National Lok 
Dal in the 2014 Assembly 
poll. 

In 2014, the SAD, in al¬ 
liance with the INLD, had 
fielded candidates against 
BJP nominees in Haryana. 

The remarks came from 
BJP national secretary Ta- 
run Chugh. 


“Today, they (SAD) are 
teaching a lesson on what is 
ethical and unethical. They 
should first say whether 
contesting the 2014 Haryana 
Assembly polls in alliance 
with INLD is ethical,” Mr. 
Chugh said. 

He added that before the 
Akali Dal entered into an al¬ 
liance with the INLD in 
2014, it had fought several 
elections in alliance with the 
BJP in Punjab. Mr. Chugh 
dismissed the accusations of 
the Akali Dal, saying that the 
BJP had not done anything 
“unethical” by inducting 
Balkaur Singh. 


wali. The Akali Dal had 
formed a committee headed 
by party’s general secretary- 
in charge for Haryana Bal¬ 
winder Singh Bhundar and 
had tasked it with holding 
negotiations with the BJP on 


sharing seats. 

Mr. Bhundar said the BJP 
leaders, while soliciting sup¬ 
port for party candidates in 
the 2019 Lok Sabha election, 
had given a commitment to 
contest Haryana Assembly 


poll jointly. “We were in talks 
with top BJP leadership... 
but then this thing happened 
(SAD MLA joining BJP),” he 
said. 

SAD’s lone MLA from Ka- 
lanwali Balkaur Singh had 
joined the BJP in New Delhi 
on Thursday and praised 
Chief Minister Manohar Lai 
Khattar for providing an 
“honest” government in the 
State. 

SAD chief Sukhbir Singh 
Badal on Friday in Amritsar 
lashed out at the BJP over the 
issue and said what the BJP 
has done is “unethical and 
unfortunate”. 

Dignity of relationship 

“There is a maryada (digni¬ 
ty) of relationship (alliance). 
What BJP has done by in¬ 
ducting our sitting MLA (into 
its own fold) is unethical and 
violated the maryada,” he 
said. 

Mr. Badal, however, said 
the alliance with the BJP in 
Punjab and Delhi was intact. 


Treat us for silicosis, not TB: miners in M.P. 


SIDHA RTH YADAV 

BHOPAL 

Miners of Ganj Basoda dis¬ 
trict in Madhya Pradesh suf¬ 
fering from silicosis on Fri¬ 
day decided to organise 
themselves to press for 
adequate compensation and 
appeal to the government 
for right treatment, instead 
of being treated for tubercu¬ 
losis. 

Around 10,000 miners 
from 40 villages in the dis¬ 
trict have been facing the 
threat of the respiratory dis¬ 
ease, said activist Pramod 
Pateriya in Bhopal. 

The workers are drawing 
inspiration from Jodhpur’s 
Raju Devi, who, after her 
husband’s death due to sili¬ 
cosis, organised around 
25,000 miners and secured 



U': 

Miners at work in a mine in Ganj Basoda district of Madhya 
Pradesh, ■specialarrangement 


their rights. 

At Pathar village in Ganj 
Basoda, said Mr. Pateriya, 
while the tribal sarpanch 
himself is a miner, there 
were 40 women among 600 
people, belonging mainly to 
the Saharia tribe, who had 
lost their husbands to silico¬ 


sis. 

An occupational disease, 
silicosis is more prevalent 
among miners who are ex¬ 
posed to dust containing 
crystallised silica. Over time, 
it could build up in lungs, 
cause bloody coughing and 
breathlessness. 


Mothers usually take their 
children to sites where they 
break smaller stones, said la¬ 
wyer Abhay Jain. “As a re¬ 
sult, even children get 
affected.” 

Recently, two children, 
aged 12 and 14 years, died of 
silicosis in the village. 

Immunity level 

“When miners turn 35, im¬ 
munity falls and they con¬ 
tract the disease easily. But 
the government is not ready 
to admit the extent of the 
disease, and treat them for 
TB instead,” said Santosh 
Chidar, local in-charge of 
Khadan Mazdoor Sangath- 
an. 

”We need to organise at 
the local level,” said Randhir 
Kushwah, a miner. 


44 killed in rain-related incidents in UP. 


Chief Minister announces T4 lakh each to the next of kin of those killed 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

LUCKNOW 

Forty-four people were killed 
in rain-related incidents in 
Uttar Pradesh in the past 24 
hours, officials said on Fri¬ 
day, as heavy rain continued 
to lash different parts of the 
State disrupting normal life. 

Due to heavy rain, the ad¬ 
ministrations of Lucknow, 

Amethi, Hardoi and some 
other districts have an¬ 
nounced closure of schools 
on Saturday. 

House, wall collapse 

“Forty-four persons have 
died in rain-related incidents 
of house and wall collapse, 
snake bites, drowning, 
lightning since Thursday 
(past 24 hours),” a report 
from the Relief Commission¬ 
er’s office said. 

Six deaths each were re¬ 
ported from Pratapgarh and 
Raebareli, five from Amethi, 
four each from Chandauli 
and Varanasi, three each 
from Prayagraj, Barabanki 
and Mahoba, two from Am- 
bedlcar Nagar, and one each 
from Kanpur, Gorakhpur, So- 
nebhadra, Ayodhya, Saha- 
ranpur, Jaunpur, Kaushambi 
and Azamgarh, the officials 
said. 

Chief Minister Yogi Aditya- 
nath has directed the divi¬ 
sional commissioners and 
the district magistrates to 
take all measures and extend 
immediate relief to those af¬ 
fected, an official said. The 
CM has asked the officials to 
give H lakh each to the next 
of kin of those killed. 



A man Looks inside a damaged car after a tree coUapsed on it during heavy rain in Prayagraj on 
Friday. - pti 

One dead, 2 injured in flash flood 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GHAZIABAD 

One person was killed and 
two seriously injured in a 
flash flood on Thursday 
night near Mata Shakumbha- 
ri Siddhapeeth temple in the 
Behat area, around 40 km 
from Saharanpur. 

According to local sourc¬ 
es, three shopkeepers were 
washed away by the flood- 
waters and were found on 
Friday morning near Nagal 
village. One of them, Ram- 
pal, 58, was found dead 
while the other two Sanjeev, 
25, and Rishipal, 55, were se¬ 
verely injured. They have 
been admitted to a local hos¬ 
pital by the police. 


Three shops and a tem¬ 
porary iron bridge that was 
constructed for the upcom¬ 
ing Navratri Mela were also 
washed away. Some vehicles 
of the devotees and a truck 
of the PAC were also mauled 
by the fury of the water com¬ 
ing from the Shivalik hills. 
Locals say such flash floods 
happen almost every year 
when it rains heavily in the 
hills. 

The impact usually lasts 
for three-four hours. 

Confirming the sequence 
of events, Behat Circle Offic¬ 
er Vijaypal Singh said the 
flash floods hit the unsus¬ 
pecting shopkeepers when 
they were sleeping in their 


make-shift shops. “It was at 
3 a.m. Perhaps, they didn’t 
feel any alarm because it was 
only drizzling here.” 

Goods lost 

Mr. Singh said the shopkeep¬ 
ers also lost their goods 
which they had stocked for 
the mela. “Some shopkeep¬ 
ers had built their shops in 
the course of the rainwater 
stream... they were caught 
unawares.” 

Mr. Singh added that after 
the incident, the district ad¬ 
ministration had made an 
announcement advising lo¬ 
cals against doing any activi¬ 
ty in the course of the rain¬ 
water stream. 


U.P. plans defence manufacturing corridor 


PIYUS H PANDEY 

MUMBAI 

The Uttar Pradesh govern¬ 
ment is planning to set up a 
defence manufacturing cor¬ 
ridor along the proposed 
Bundelkhand Expressway, 
State Chief Minister Yogi Ad- 
ityanath said in Mumbai at 
the World Hindu Economic 
Forum on Friday. 

“A defence expo will be 
organised in February 2020, 
in which more than 100 
countries have confirmed 
their participation. Uttar 
Pradesh will contribute in 


DELHI #CTimings 


making India self-reliant in 
defence production,” he 
said. 

Air connectivity 

Talking about infrastructure 
development in the State, 
Mr. Adityanath said: “Be¬ 
sides Bundelkhand Express¬ 
way, construction of the 
Meerut-Prayagraj Express¬ 
way will commence next 
year. Each of the 75 districts 
will have a four-lane connec¬ 
tivity. Before 2017, only two 
cities (in U.P.) had air con¬ 
nectivity and now the num¬ 


ber has gone up to six. Ele¬ 
ven new airports and two 
international greenfield air¬ 
ports have been planned. 
Three cities have Metro 
system.” 

Asked about investments 
in the State, Tata Sons Infras¬ 
tructure, Defence and Aeros¬ 
pace president Banmali 
Agarwala told The Hindu: 
“We will participate in the 
defence expo and consider 
for investments depending 
on the opportunities.” 

Elaborating on invest¬ 
ments, Mr. Adityanath said 


that Uttar Pradesh has at¬ 
tracted investments worth 
over ?5 lakh crore and work 
has commenced in invest¬ 
ments worth over 12 lakh 
crore. 

‘Investor-friendly’ 

“We pursued investor- 
friendly policies. Uttar Pra¬ 
desh was challenging before 
2017. The State was identi¬ 
fied with lawlessness and 
mafia raj. The government 
has adopted zero-tolerance 
approach towards corrup¬ 
tion and crime,” he added. 
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Delhi Weather 

Delhi City 

max min 

33 25 

Safdarjang 


33 25 

Palam 



32 24 


Delhi Palam Today 

32°C A pleasant morning lies 
ahead. Sky will remain cloudy. 
One or two spells of light rain 
are likely. 


Delhi Palam Tomorrow 

32°C A partly cloudy sky is 
likely to prevail during the 
morning. Day will remain 
comfortable and dry. 


© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019 
All rights reserved. 


16 killed, five injured in 
SUV-minibus collision 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

JODHPUR 

At least 16 people were 
killed as a minibus rammed 
into an SUV in Rajasthan’s 
Jodhpur district on Friday, 
police said. 

Five persons were also in¬ 
jured in the accident that 
happened near Agolai on 
the Jodhpur-Jaisalmer high¬ 
way. 

Among the dead were six 
women and a child, the pol¬ 
ice said. 

The bus, on its way from 
Balesar to Jodhpur, veered 
off its lane near Dhandhania 
village and hit the SUV, a 
white Bolero, coming from 
the opposite direction as the 
driver lost control due to a 


tyre burst. 

Rescuers faced a hard 
time in bringing out the 
injured. 

All eight passengers in 
the SUV, killed in the acci¬ 
dent, were members of a fa¬ 
mily based in Balesar. They 
were returning from Jhan- 
wer in Jodhpur, police said. 
The others killed were pas¬ 
sengers of the bus, said Ba¬ 
lesar SHO Devendra Singh. 

The State government 
has announced £ lakh each 
for the families of those 
killed from the CM’s Relief 
Fund. Chief Minister Ashok 
Gehlot and Union Minister 
and local MP Gajendra 
Singh Shekhawat have ex¬ 
pressed their condolences. 


m 

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR 

Office of the Executive Engineer, Elect. Maintt. & R.E Division, Batote 

Email: pddbatote@gmail.com, Website: www.jkpdd.gov 

Telephone No: 01998 - 244231 Fax: 01998 - 244231 

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER 

For and on behalf of the Governor, Jammu and Kashmir state, e-Tenders (in Two Cover system) Supply, Erection, 
Testing and Commissioning for Improvement of HT/LT Network under Languishing Project are hereby invited from A- 
class electrical Contractor/Self Help Groups of J&K having valid Registration certificate for the year 2019-20 and 
meeting eligibility criteria as per terms, conditions, technical specifications and schedules forming part of this tender 
documents. 

S.No 

Name of Work 

Cost of Document 
(InRs.) 

Earnest Money 
Deposit (In Rs.) 

1 

Erection, Testing & Commissioning of 11 KV Line on ST Poles 
(09) Mtr. Long with ACSR Rabbit Conductor during the 
Bifurcation/Segregation of 11 KV Karol Feeder Battery 
Chashma Feeder Emanating from 33/11 KV R/Stn. at Maitra 
Ramban in the Jurisdiction of Elect M&RE Division Batote. 

500/- 

20000/- 

1. For Self help groups the EMD amount shall be 50% of listed EMD (CDR/FDR) 

2. Bidders are advised to study the bidding document carefully. Submission of e-Bid against this SBD shall be deemed 
to have been done after careful study and examination of the procedures, Terms and Conditions of the Standard 
Bidding Document with full understanding of its implications. 

3. The tender document is available at website http://jktenders.gov.in. Interested bidders may view, download the e- 
Bid Document, seek clarification and submit their e-bids online up to the date and time mentioned in the table below. 

S.No. 

Date & Time of Downloading 

The Standard Bidding document can be 
downloaded over http;jktenders.gov.in 



Date Time 

1 

Sale of Bid Document (Start) 

25.09.2019 15:00 

2. 

Sale of Bid Document (End) 

05.10.2019 16:00 

3. 

E-Bid Submission (Start) date and time 

26.09.2019 10:00 

4. 

E-Bid Submission (End) date and time 

08.10.2019 16:00 

5. 

Online commercial and technical e-Bid opening date & Time 

10.10.2019 12:00 

6 

Online Financial bid opening date and Time 

Will be communicated to the technically 
qualified bidders only. 

7. 

Venue of opening of technical & financial e-Bids. 

The Office of the Executive Engineer, EM 
& RE Division Batore. 

Sd/- 

r\r\ Executive Engineer 

DIP/J-OoOO Electt. Maintt. & RE Division, Batote. 


THE SfUilHINDU 

DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to 
verify and make appropriate enquiries to 
satisfy themselves about the veracity of 
an advertisement before responding to 
any published in this newspaper. THG 
PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher & 
Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch 
for the authenticity of any advertisement 
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser's 
products and/or services. In no event can 
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir¬ 
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/ 
company be held responsible/liable in 
any manner whatsoever for any claims 
and/or damages for advertisements in 
this newspaper. 


INDIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY ROORKEE 

ROORKEE, HARIDWAR - 247667, UTTARAKHAND 


Dated: 27.09.2019 


No. 1111111112/MM-23/IITR/2019-20/EOI/BSL-3 Virus/BIO/401 
CORRIGENDUM 
In the EOI No. 1111111112/MM-23/IITR/2019-20/EOI/BSL-3 Virus/BIO/207 Dated: 04.09.2019 
for “Establishment of BSL-3 Virus Containment Facility and HPC Cluster”, some 
amendments have been made in payment terms, Prequalification Criteria, Project Completion 
Schedule & Weightage System (Bid Evaluation Procedure) in the EOI Documents. For 
amendment (Annexure-A) may be downloaded from Institute website 
www.iitr.ac.in/administration/paqes/Tenders & CPP Portal. 

Sealed EOI should reach latest by 15.00 hrs on 18.10.2019. Deputy Registrar (MM) 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


Sealed Tender are invited by The 
Senior Medical Officer, Civil 
Hospital, Ludhiana for the year 
2019-2020 for procurement all 
material to be used by Civil 
Hospital, Ludhiana under user 
charges from the reputed 
Manufacturers or their Authorized 
Distributors for One Year, 
extendable up to Two Years. 
Tender form can be obtained from 
The Senior Medical Officer's Civil 
Hospital office, Ludhiana on any 
working day by 14.10.2019 by 
12:00 Noon. Tenders will be 
opened on the Same day at 02:00 
P.M. The SMO has the right to 
accept/ reject all the tenders 
without assigning any reason. 

The Senior Medical Office, 
C/h. Civil Hospital, Ludhiana 


Tripura Renewable Energy Development Agency (TREDA), 
Gorkhabasti, Agartala, Tripura,email-tredaagartala@gmail.com 

No.F.6 (181 )/TREDA/NCES/2019/ 1792 Date 26/09/2019 

Memorandum 

Last date & time for submission of bid against the DNIe-T No.F.6 
(181 )/TREDA/NCES/2019/1637, dt. 13/09/2019 related to “Supply, 
installation & commissioning of HDPE/PVC/FRP based pre-fabri- 
cated family size KVIC design floating type Bio-gas Plant in Tripu¬ 
ra including post-installation Maintenance & Performance Warranty/ 
Guarantee Contract for 5 years on turn-key basis” is hereby extended 
to 09/10/2019 upto 4:00 PM. 

Joint Director 
TREDA 



GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR, 
SHER-I-KASHMIR INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES, S0URA 

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, MECHANICAL 
email:mechanicalskims(rtgmail.com 


Short Term Notice Inviting E-Tenders 

e-NIT NO. 23 OF 2019-20 Dated. 25.09.2019 

For and on behalf of Governor of Jammu & Kashmir State, Executive Engineer, Mechanical, SKIMS, Soura, Srinagar, invites online 
e-bids in two (02) cover system from Registered / Reputed and Experienced firms having expertise as detailed in the tender 
documentforthefollowing works: 


S.No. 


Name of the Work:- 


Estimated Cost (Rs. in Lacs) 


Providing of Medical gas facility to the operation theatre of 
Vet Lab at SKIMS, Soura 


934285/- 


The complete tender document is available at website http://jktenders.gov.in. Interested bidders/tenderers may view, download the 
e-bid document, seek clarifications and submit their bids online up to the date and time mentioned in the table below. Tender 
Document contains qualifying criteria for bidders. Specifications, Bills of Quantities, &Terms and conditions of the contract and other 
relevant details. 


ix) 


x) 


Date and time of downloading/Sale of tender documents (Starting Date) 


Date & Time of Bidding Queries/clarification/Pre-bid meet 


Last Date & Time of Bid Uploading 


Date of Submission of hard copies (only original EMD/DD for document fee) 


Date & Time of Commercial/technical Bid (Cover-1) opening 


Date & Time of Financial Bid(Cover-llnd) Opening of the qualifying Bidders 


Cost of e-bid Document 


Amount of Earnest Money Deposit(CDR/FDR) 


Completion Time 


Budget Head 


26.09.2019 from 11:00 Hours. 


30.09.2019 at 11:00 Hours. 


09.10.2019 upto 16:00 Hours 


11.10.2019 upto 14:00 Hours 


12-10-2019 11:00 Hours ( or next 
convenient day). 


Shall be intimated separately 


Rs.500/= (Rupees five hundred only) 


Rs. 18700/= (Rupees Eighteen Thousand 
and Seven Hundred only) 


Thirty (30) Days 


CD-I 65 for the year 2019-20 


No:-SIMS 139 Ex. 45/19-1275-85-3592-3595, Dt:-25.09.2019 

No:-SIMS 3594 
Dt:-26.09.2019 


Sd/- 

Executive Engineer, 
Mechanical, SKIMS 
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6 EAST 

Northeast groups plan protests against bid to reintroduce Citizenship Bill 


DELHI THE HINDU 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2019 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GUWAHATI 

Non-governmental organisa¬ 
tions (NGOs) across the north¬ 
eastern States have lined up 
protest programmes against 
the Union government’s bid 
to reintroduce the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Bill. 


Assam Finance and Health 
Minister Himanta Biswa Sar- 
ma had recently said that the 
Centre would reintroduce the 
Bill in Parliament in Novem¬ 
ber. 

The proposed legislation 
was cleared by the Lok Sabha 
in January but not tabled in 


the Rajya Sabha. The Bill 
seeks to amend the Citizen¬ 
ship Act of 1955 and grant citi¬ 
zenship to people from mi¬ 
nority communities 
Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, 
Jains, Parsis and Christians - 
from Afghanistan, Bangladesh 
and Pakistan after six years of 


stay in India even if they do 
not possess any proper docu¬ 
ment. The current require¬ 
ment is 12 years of stay. 

Demographic threat 

In Kohima, the North East Fo¬ 
rum for Indigenous People 
has scheduled a ‘public prot¬ 


est’ on October 3 to mark the 
beginning of the campaign 
against the Bill, perceived to 
be a demographic threat to in¬ 
digenous communities, some 
of which number less than 
1 , 000 . 

Student organisations -Mi- 
zo Zirlai Pawl, the Khasi Stu¬ 


dents’ Union and the All Mani¬ 
pur Students’ Union- have 
also pledged support to the 
protests. 

In Assam, the Krishak Muk- 
ti Sangram Samiti has sought 
a united protest by the State’s 
indigenous organisations 
against the Bill. 


Rajeev Kumar still untraceable, 
CBI team returns to Delhi 


CLASSIFIEDS MART 

TO ADVERTISE: 

www.thehinduads.com 

011-43579738 • 43579797 


EDUCATIONAL 


Classic IASi 
ACADEMY 


SHAPING TALENT Since 2009 

GENERAL STUDIES | CSAT | OPTIONAL? 

www.classiciasacademy.com 


South Delhi Karol Bagh 
9310034050 011-40536473 


LUCKNOW 
GOMTI NAGAR 



ADMISSIONS OPEN 
FOR NEW BATCHES 


INDIA’S 

BEST 

CAREER 

IAS-PCS 


IAS PRE-CUM-MAIN 
REGULAR BATCH 
26 SEP | 8:30 AM & 5:30 PM 


IAS PRE-CUM-MAIN 
WEEKEND BATCH 
28 SEP | 5:30 PM 


CSAT & 

ENGLISH / HINDI QUALIFYING 
30 SEP|3 PM 


GOMTI NAGAR: 

CP-1, Jeewan Shopping Complex, Viram Khand 5, 
Near Husariya Chauraha, Gomti Nagar, Lucknow (UP) 

7234000501, 7234000502 

FOR DETAILS VISIT US ON WWW.DHYEYAIAS.COM OR CALL ON 011 49274400 
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GARIMA 
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AGGARWAL 
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IAS 2018 

RANK:27 
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OUR UNBEATABLE STRATEGY f 

★ Foundation Classes 

★ Revision classes through mind maps & slides 

★ Focusing conceptual clarity, special focus on 
inter linkages & comparative study 

★ Supported by lucid & updated notes 

★ Test Series included 

★ Epoche: Quality Enrichment Programme 


Batch begins with 

OPEN SESSION 


29 sept. 11am 
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HEMANT SINGH DIVESH 


Miftras IAS 


39, PUSA ROAD (SAMYAK TOWER, 
OPP. METRO PILLAR NO. 120) 

8826469839 /9560928172/45505509 

mitrasiasclasses@gmail.com • Visit us : www.mitrasias.com 


Career 

'N Launcher 


CL-CAP 

5-in-l 

Current Affairs Program 


Newspaper Analysis 


Weekly Notes 


Prelims MCQ 


Main Answer Writing 
-■ Enroll Today! ■- 


AIR 1 

in UPSC 
Civil Services 

2017, 2015 & 2013! 


$ 9999 - 136-114 

| www.careerlauncher.com/upsc 


Module^iss on 

POLITY a 

GOVERNANCE (GS-2) 


EMINENT AUTHOR OF 


GOVERNANCE-BASICS & BEYOND, 
(Pearson Publications) 
ETHICS, INTEGRITY & APTITUDE, 
(Mc-Graw Hill Publications) 
INTERNAL SECURITY, 
(Pearson Publications) 
INDIAN POLITY (GS MANUAL), 
(Mc-Graw Hill Publications) 


FREE DEMO CLASS 
5 th a 6 lh October 

Timing: 11AM to 2 PM 


Course Duration 3 to 3.5 Months 


CLASSES BEGINS- 

11 th October 

For Registration Call: 

9990356664, 9043733099 

Website: www.chromeias.com 
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iHINDU 


LET US KNOW 
YOU BETTER 


Your feedback is valuable to us. 
Please scan the QR code or visit 
www.thehindu.com/feedback 


You may call us at toll free 
1800102 1878 
or write to us at 

customercare@thehindu.co.in 
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111 — 


NEW BATCHES 



IAS COACHING Institute is looking 
for full-time faculty for History, 
Art & Culture, Polity, History op¬ 
tional and Sociology optional for 
its Gwalior Centre. The interested 
persons can share their CVs at 
info@gtalearnings.com or connect 
at 8130012911. 


73, OLD RAJINDER NAGAR 
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LEGAL NOTICE 


THE COURT OF THE 1 5t SR. CIVIL 
JUDGE, CITY CIVIL COURT 
AT HYDERABAD, TELANGANA STATE 
SUCCESSION O.P. No. 151 OF 2016 

Between 

Y.Rajani Kantha Reddy 

and 2 others .Petitioners 

AND 

State Bank of India 

and 3 others .Respondents 

To, 1.State Bank of India Branch Code 
(1069), Rep. by its Branch Manager, IIT- 
Roorkee - 247667Haridwar District, 
Uttarakhand State and 2 others 
....Respondent no.1. 2.HDFC Bank Ltd. 
R.G.Complex, Plot No.4, DDA Community 
Center, Sector-9, Rohini, New Delhi- 

110085. .Respondent no.3 

PUBLICATION 

In the above O.P No.151 /2016 the Hon'ble 
1 st Senior Civil Judge City civil Court, 
Hyderabad, Telangana State ordered 
public notice to respondent nos.1 & 3 
stated above filed by the petitioners for 
grant of succession certificate and also to 
remit the said amounts mentioned in the 
O.P and the above succession petition is 
posted on 22.10.2019 at 10.30 AM before 
the said court at Hyderabad for your 
appearance in person or through advocate, 
otherwise matter will be decided on merits 
in your absence. Take notice 
accordingly. 

K.R.L.Sarma 

Advocate for petitioners 
HYDERABAD-500 001. 

Mob. 9948466489. 


SITUATION VACANT 


GENERAL 


Shri Shanti Sagar Jain 
Girls College of Education 
Ferozepur Jhirka, 

Distt. Mewat, Haryana-122104 


Approved by NCTE Jaipur & 
Affiliated to M.D.U. Rohtak 


01268-278833, 9929728280 
Email: sssjgcedu@gmail.com 


Applications Invited 
For the post of Principal and Assistant 
Professors for B.Ed and D.Ed for All 
Subjects and Librarian, Technical 
Asstt./ Computer Operator, Clerk cum 
Typist, Library attendant and 
Laboratory attendant 

Qualification as per NCTE, UGC and M.D. 
University, Rohtak norms. 

Note:- Candidates are required to submit 
their application with two recent 
passport size photographs and attested 
photocopies of their certificates in the 
college with a copy to the Dean Colleges 
of Development Council M.D. Rohtak. 
Please note that the application must 
reach in the college with in 30 days from 
the date of advertisement 

Chairman 



IAS ACADEMY 



ASSOCIATE 



STUDENT 
S 




ELIGIBILITY 

Criterion 


Age: 21-35, Male/Female 


Confident, Passionate 
Good negotiation & 
Persuasion Skills 


Good Command 
over English Language 


Mail your resume at 

INSIGHTDELHIHR@GMAIL.COI 
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PERSONAL 


CHANGE OF NAME 


I, Kirti Kumari, D/O Shakuntla Devi, 
HNo. 0144, 1st Floor, Sai Apartment, 
Jawahar Park, Devli, Khanpur, ND-62, 
have changed my name to Kirti 
Shakunfor all purposes. 

I Parul Devi W/o Ravi Singh R/o-9/ 
3290 Dharam Pura Gali N0.-6 Gandhi 
Nagar Delhi-110031 have changed my 
name to Parul Singh for all purposes 
both are same. 


NOTICE INVITING QUOTATION 
INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION BIDDING 
NO. JCSE.4/2018/Pt./34/ 

EXTENSION NOTICE 

It is hereby informed to all concerned that the date of submission of 
Quotation for Purchase of (1) Arri-Alexa Mini & Mini LF Camera & Arri 
Signature Prime / Gecko lenses (2) Arri Cine Lights in earlier quotation 
extended upto 23rd October, 2019 at 3.00 PM. 

Details may be seen in/ sent to contactjyotichitraban@gmail.com & 
jyotichitraban.assam.gov.in 

Sd /- 
Secretary 

Jyoti Chitraban,Guwahati-19, 
Janasanyog/CF/1746/19 Assam. 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

ICO L KATA 

A 10-member CBI team sent 
to Kolkata to track down 
former city Police Commis¬ 
sioner Rajeev Kumar, who 
has been evading summons 
in connection with the mul- 
ti-crore Saradha chit fund 
scam, has returned to Del¬ 
hi, an agency official said. 

The special team, which 
arrived on September 17, vi¬ 
sited numerous locations in 
and around the city over 
the past week but failed to 
locate Mr. Kumar, he said. 

The Calcutta High Court 


had earlier this month with¬ 
drawn the protection grant¬ 
ed to Mr. Kumar, who is cur¬ 
rently the Additional 
Director General (Crime In¬ 
vestigation Department), 
from any coercive action by 
the probe agency. 

No reprieve 

The senior IPS officer, ac¬ 
cused of tampering with 
crucial evidence in the 
case, had moved multiple 
courts over the past two 
weeks seeking anticipatory 
bail, but failed to get any 
reprieve. 


NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, ALLAHABAD 


Tender Notice No.: ALD-Sig-73-2019-20 Dated: 20 09 2019 

E-TEN DERING TENDER NOTICE 

Senior Divisional Signal & Telecommunication Engineer / Coordination / North Central Railway I Allahabad, for and on 
behalf of the President of India, invite E-TENDER on presenbed form for the following works up to 12.00 hrs, on the opening 
date The details of the Tender is as under > 


1. 


Tender 

No. 


73 


Name of work 


‘Sectional Signaling Maintenance Contract in the section of DSTE/MZP 


Approx Cost 
of work (?) 


7 4020509/- 


Earnest 
Money (?) 


7 80400/- 


Cost of Tender Form (?): 7 3000/- Completion Period: 12 Months Dateof Closing of Tender: 21.10.2019 Availability of 
tender form: Tender forms shall be available on www.ireps.gov.in. Earnest Money to be deposited: The prescribed amount of 
Earnest Money as mentioned above must be deposited along with the tender form Online through Internet Banking or Online 
Payment Gateway only The tenderers) should note that, m any case, the Earnest Money In any other form than specified above 
shall not be acceptable Tenders without Earnest Money shall be summarily rejected Time & Place of opening of tender: Tender 
will be opened through E-tender at office of Divisional Rahway Manager. Allahabad on or after pre determined date at 12.30 hours. 
In case tender opening date happens to be holiday, tenders will be opened on the next working day Validity of offer: 45 days from 
the date of opening Right of Railway to deal with tender: Railway administration reserves the rights to postpone / modify or to 
cancel the tender without assigning any reasons 


[fj North central railways www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in \w \ raitway northcentral@CPRQNCR 1379/19 (A) 


TO ADVERTISE 
PLEASE CONTACT 

Mr. N SELVA KUMAR 

PH: 98203 50726 

selvakumar.n@thehindu.co.in 

Mr. GAURAV SEHGAL 

PH: 98110 06590 

gaurav.sehgal@thehindu.co.in 


THE I 


HINDU 


Corrigendum Notice 

Subject: Tender no. OP2/09/2019-20 Design, supply installation, 
Testing and Commissioning of Energy auditing System with 
0.2s and 0.5s, AMR compatible DLMS compliant 11KV and 
66KV Three Phase 4 wire H.T. Meters along with GPRS/ 
GSM enabled modem at EHV Sub Station. 

The subject cited tender due to be opened on dated i.e. 26.09.2019 
at 15:00Hrs. is hereby extended upto 10.10.2019 at 14:00Hrs. with 
opening date i.e. 11.10.2019 at 15:00 Hrs. due to some administrative 
reason. 

Executive Engineer, 
Electricity(OP)Division No. 2, 
Chandigarh 


US 

oillfSI 3^E|1 QiO) QcdI^H yilffelCD^Ul 

mtcL FT'Lsm—01, ftFm Pfftm FTF) 4, pFF Ft^l RlcTl, 

ftsmi^e : www.greaternoidaauthority.in, : authority@gnida.in 

Flpjlftcfe ^cH| 

PnldRad ilex ftPif^i f?fP P stfr fi ^wr ft m Pft fm 

ffttPfP- 

TTFTmFFTiFTFgF 

TUFT 

FT3JT 

TsfFpRF>TFFT 

totPstt 


182 

183 

ftdTH, TJ&T, 

ftP f #ft ftP fffff Po ttft f 
FFFF PP JF ^ft PP- PFIM, ftrfpF, F|FI 
^FFF FFpI PP F FFp FFT FtP FFpT 
PPPlO TTFT 

1177,1178, 827, 828 

0.0630, 0.1390, 0.1900, 0.1140 
^RJpFFFFIFIFFT 

369 

370 

150 

182 

tjftf, ffPt, 51n<31t, PP^f, tfPf 

FTFcRFT F ftftP FpTFT FcP FWTFT Po 

TM 

1177,1178 

0.0630, 0.1390 FF 

FFTFIFTF 

143 

FpFf, Slpcfl, TlpM FFFFF TF0 epKM F 
PfP FpIT FTP TF 0 tlRTFf Po TTFT 

118,120,121,123 

0.0890, 0.3160, 0.3160, 0.3540 
FF2/3 FFT 

58 

59 

tlRTFT e|pd PfO TIFT 

1076,1077,1078, 980ft, 
981 ft, 1025ft, 1026ft, 
1027ft, 1028ft 

0.3040,0.2780,0.5960,0.3000, 

0.1200, 0.2160, 0.2160, 0.3120, 

0.2400 FF FFIFI FFT 

41 

42 

44 

pFFI F PPcT FFFFF mmFF F ftftP ftlT 
FcP ITFTFm Po TIFT F PP FTP 
f PfP PtfP ftP fffwf 

Po TIFT 

855, 856, 857, 871,872, 

876, 877, 878, 879, 880 

0.2600. 0.0630, 0.1640, 0.1390, 
0.0760, 0.1010, 0.2150, 0.2020, 
0.3920, 0.1010 irpp FF FF>FI 
FFT 

166 

227 

307 

tPF PP, PiPf ^ftt, fPf ftP ffifw 
fPf PP Po TTFT f PfP ffftfP ftP 
fPfPPPotttf 

909ft, 909ft, 910, 911, 
912, 913,915, 25, 905, 
1106,1107,1108,1109ft, 
1109ft, 914 

0.1140, 0.0500, 0.2400, 0.2530, 
0.3540, 0.1770, 0.2910, 0.2660, 
0.2280, 0.1140, 0.1520, 0.2530, 
0 . 1010 , 0 . 1010 , 0.1520 TFp°f 
FFFFTFIFFT 

250 

251 

254 

FpF PP^F RwMId Po TIFT 

803,1116,1117 

0.1390, 0.2910, 0.1010 IFJP 
FFFFTFIFFT 

268 

PfP iftmft ftP tfPf^frPo ttft 

848, 849 

0.2150, 0.3410 TFJpFFFFIFI 
FFT 

72 

142 

143 

TNHId mil UftlT F 5 Po TTFT 

118,120,121,123 

0.0890, 0.3160, 0.3160, 0.3540 
TTppFFFFTFIFFT 

58 

59 

304 

fPttf tfo Pffi Po ttft 

773ft, 774ft, 775ft, 
776ft, 779ft, 780ft, 781 
782ft, 783ft, 785ft, 
977ft, 978ft, 979ft, 
980ft, 981 ft, 1025ft, 
1026ft, 1027ft, 1028ft, 
788,1076,1077,1078, 

784, 787 

0.2290, 0.1800, 0.1920, 0.2280, 

0.2520, 0.3360, 0.2050, 0.2280, 

0.2280, 0.3960, 0.1920, 0.1440, 
02280, 0.3000,0.1200, 0.2160, 
0.2160, 0.3120, 0.2400, 0.2400, 
0.3040, 0.2780, 0.5690, 0.2660, 

0.1520 UpP FF FF>FI FFT 

382 

?ftlTFm ^F ftp PP fto TIFT 

901,1095ft 

0.4050, 0.3230 IF 3 P FF FFTFI 
FFT 

7, 25, 

4, 24, 

26, 27, 

5, 49, 

51 

fPPP ^f Pifot Po ttft 

158,159ft, 400, 401,402, 
403, 404,405, 406, 367, 
368, 369 

0.1140, 0.0380, 0.0760,0.0760, 
0.2660, 0.1900, 0.0250, 0.1640, 
0.4170, 0.1390, 0.2400, 0.0780 
FTRJpFFFFIFIFFT 

80 

87 

206 

209 

398 

178 

398 

FiftlFT FF PlftlFT Po TTFT 

954, 234, 236ft, 235, 370, 
371, 372ft, 373ft, 407ft, 
408ft, 372ft, 373ft, 
407ft, 408ft, 348ft, 
348ft, 232, 233 

0.2280, 0.3160, 0.0047, 0.2183, 

0.1770, 0.0630, 0.0130, 0.0560, 
0.0550, 0.0550, 0.2020, 0.0630, 
0.0340, 0.0210, 0.1630, 0.1280, 
0.2728, 0.4508 UpP FF FFIFI 
FFT 

120 

fPf PP ^f ^ PP Po ttft f mrc PP FFf 
I^PlPoTIFT 

855, 856, 857, 871,872, 

876, 877, 878, 879, 880 

0.2600, 0.0630, 0.1640, 0.1390, 

0.0760, 0.1010, 0.2150, 0.2020, 
0.3920, 0.1010 UppFFFFTFI 
FFT 

30 

29 

28 

FFFFT PP, ftp PP FFFFFIFTFITF F PfP 
^elFp FtP IFTeRF fto TTFT 

400, 401,402, 403, 404, 
405, 406,158,159ft 

0.0760, 0.0760, 0.2660, 0.1900, 

0.0250, 0.1640, 0.4170, 0.1140, 

0.0380 FF FFTFI FFT 

42 

grftft 

Po TF 
TTFTF 
^FftF 
TTFTF 

JF ftpF PlO TIFT F MF F|F ftpF 

F F ftlWF FlP FFf ftpF PP PlO 

84 

0.1770 FFFFTFI FFT 

fftpF F|F ftpF PlO TIFT F FRlpFm 
FHF Pro TIFT F ^gniFT Fp FT^PlO 
FFF, FftF ^FFF ftHId PlO TIFT 

126 

FFTF PP F TTTFF PP ^FFF FefPP fto 
TIFTFTFFT 

1091 F1092 

0.3040 F 0.2280 FFjP FF 
FFTFIFFT 

204 

ftft^F PP FFf 3F1T PP F FftF PP FFT’jft 
PP F ftFMRT F|F PlFFoT PfO TTFT 

848F849 

0.2150 F 0.3410 UppFF 
1/8FFT 

95 

TpK PP ^F 3FTT PP PfO TTFT 

1168,1169,1170 

0.1640, 0.1140, 0.1010 

FF 1 /4 FFT 

114 

84 

120 

02 

ftftP F?FFP FtP 3FTT PP PlO TTPT 

316ft, 855, 856, 857, 871, 
872, 876, 877, 878, 879, 
880,122, 305, 306ft 

0.1400, 0.2600, 0.0630, 0.1640, 
0.1390, 0.0760, 0.1010, 0.2150, 
0.2020, 0.3920, 0.1010, 0.2400, 
0.0130, 0.0300 UpP FF FFTFI 
FFT 

202 

ftlRM ^F ?FIlft fto TIFT F TMFIel ^F ftpFT 

F SlftftFI F 3ITFIRIFFFFF FFFTM fto TIFT 

917 

0.2080 IF*JP FF FFTFI FFT 

236 

ftftP ^PlI FtP F^FFM F 3lftftFI ^F 
F'FTId PfO TTFT F ftlRM FFTlft fto 

TTFT F FpFT FFTR pFTeT PP PfO TTFT 

2ft, 3,2/lft 

0.4550, 0.2530, 0.0890 IPjft 
FFFFTFIFFT 

ftniTI FTelTeFJI F PfP ftftl FlP FT^ 

PP fto TIFT 

58 

ftlftl PlF PfO TTFT 

980ft, 981 ft, 1025ft, 
1026ft, 1027ft, 1028ft 

0.3000, 0.1200, 0.2160, 0.2160, 
0.3120, 0.2400 UpP FF FFTFI 
FFT 

39 

tnlftft W fto iJIF 

972ft, 973, 974, 975, 

976, 977, 978, 979, 980, 
981,1025ft, 1026ft, 
1027ft, 1028ft 

0.1200, 0.1550, 0.3950, 0.2890, 
0.3600, 0.1920, 0.1440, 0.2280, 

0.3000, 0.1200, 0.2160, 0.2160, 
0.3120, 0.2400 IipP FF FFTFI 
FFT 

155 

156 

157 

196 

^IFF F fftpF ^FR ^FFF PlftlFT F 
SlftftFT^FFftWFF pFpFFTFcP 
FftlFFF fto TTFT 

745, 829/1,829/2, 

830, 744, 757ft, 832, 
833ft, 834, 833ft, 831, 
743 

0.1770, 0.0890, 0.0380, 0.2020, 
0.2530,0.0090, 0.1520,0.1900, 
0.3540, 0.1520, 0.2530, 0.0250 
IFJpFFFFTFIFFT 

78 

76 

256 

^FFTel ^F /JFftFT PlO TTFT 

26, 802,1099,1100,21, 
1097,1098, 906 

0.2660, 0.3540, 0.3410, 0.1390, 
0.2780, 0.1770, 0.1900, 0.3040 
UpP FF FFTFI FFT 

105 

FFFTel JF 5FJ F FpFT, 3TpFI ^FFF ftlRM 

F ITpIF FT0FT0 3TTF| 13 Fft ^F ftlRR fto 

123 

0.3540 FFFFTFI FFT 


W sfel?T 4 sfc^T PfO TTFT 


PfO WT 


^IcHUcbl^l Ipf % Pro $ 80 ,4 36, 






3FR ftf? f^M PfO TTFT 


SI 6 HR-I 6 ^ PfO TTR 


RwHIel ^7FRR4PfO TTFT 


Tjsft PfO 4 

feFRsfl f% 4 ^ 


fc|M ^ fto TTTC 


3RRW PiO TIFT 


4FTR fcbfc cfjFiy cgFR 

WI4 •sfFlcfT Xlvjicidl 4W4 f^O TIFT 


Pit) HvfTeTT 


Wld pTO TIFT 


cRlPf ^4 Pro TIFT 


#Tcff 6Weil Fril VlkH 4 <Flo^H 
JjFFF TTfRFT pTO TIFT 4 744 PTF ^ FMef 
PlO TTFT 


?4P|vj| 54 PR 47 Pf? Pro TTFT 4 44 RM Pf? 

^4 PR47 PT4 Po TTFT 4 44RM Pi? ^4 
PfW PP Po TIFT 


PfRM Fpf 44P Po TTFT 


IK, #TTeI, 4WM 4efPl4 

^0 ^ 4 4P^4 ^4 ^40 4 

#TP 4 Tp ^40 Po TTFT 4 
54 tfP 4 %Tcfl 4^Tpt FTP 4 

#TP #TT 4cP 4T^Po TTFT 


^<sNld 54 6 VKI Po TIFT 


4IM7 4 44I4T ^FFT PlTFI PP 4 
<pc|41PlTef PP Po TTFT 


4 Ip 4 T ^4 P 4 M Po TTFT 


PP, Pp44p4MPP^FT 0 ! 

T4^PPP0TTFT 


7FTTRTT4 ^4 T4p|p0 f4pT4T44 


PP 4 cPPl 4 ^ 4 RPo 4 T 4 T 

Wm 3T^44 PM «UT4 


<5PRl6, 74 Pt?, ■gPP^^T ^^HFpFlP 
?tiPt Pit twT Po ttft 


PPrl IppT 4 pl ipYT Po TTFT 


^luild PP 54 el'isKH 4 4144^4 J4 
FlPP PP Po TTFT 4 4^71 ^4 ^npcT 

PPPoTTFT 


PFTP 4FT4p 440 PcTRFT Po TIFT 


^T ^TR ^4 TOT PP Po TTFT 


4pM, #TTef 544^ Pl4efTef 4 4^4 
Pp4, PP^4 544^ PlTel 4 PFtP 4M4p 
4Tp Pld 4 pHdl 'dTcldl 44?f pNdM 
Po TIFT 


4FFM, Pd OT, dHlPld ^m 
PPfOT Po TTFT 4 7 R 4 RFT, 314144141 , 


4 pTFT ^4 4 M Po TIFT 4 


7 FT 3 T 44 R ^4 PPTFT Po TTFT 4 444 Pl 4 
^ 4 f 44 T 44 F Po TIFT 4 FflFTel, pFTcI 544 ^ 
Rl<tdld 4 PP 4 PlcF4 ^44^ ^Hld 
4 #TP TRcfP FTP PfTcT 4 PFlP TR4P 
4 cP Plldld Po TIFT 


PfP Pit 4 tP 4 T 2 OTT Po TIFT 


1168,1169,1170 


40,41,43, 70,71,72,74, 
176,177,179,180,181, 
182 


832, 833p, 834, 833p, 
829/1,829/2, 830, 831 


11lP, 112,113,114,115, 
220, 847, 272, 884 


4, 5, 6 , 7, 8 , 9,10,11,12 


161 4 431 


16lP, 420 


98p, 99 


26,24, 801,1096, 802, 
1099,1100 


908, 909p 910, 911, 912, 
913,915, 914 


312P, 839, 840, 885, 886, 


I132/2P 


703, 705/iP, 706/iP, 
708/iP 


158,159P,400,401,402, 
403, 404, 405, 406 


370, 371,372, 373, 407, 
408, 236, 954, 234, 235, 
236,98,99,100,101,102, 
145,146,147, 366, 367, 
368, 369, 93P, 94 


100,101,965ft 


1085,1101,1105 


350, 351,352, 353, 354 
355, 358, 359, 360, 361, 
362, 363,119,122 


356, 357ft 


954, 234, 236, 235, 370, 
371, 372ft, 373ft, 
407ft, 408p, 372ft, 
373ft, 407ft, 480p 


954, 234, 236p, 235, 
348ft, 232, 233, 352, 

353, 354, 355, 358, 359, 
360,361,362,363, 370, 
371,372ft, 373ft, 407ft, 
408ft, 372ft, 373ft, 
348ft, 407ft, 408ft 


774ft, 775ft, 776, 
779ft, 780ft, 
785ft, 973ft, 
974ft, 976ft, 
977ft, 978ft, 979 


0.1640, 0.1140, 0.1010IIT 1/4 
FFT 


0.3410, 0.4430, 0.2780, 0.2020, 
0.3040, 0.0890, 0.3670, 0.1010, 
0.1450, 0.1640, 0.1390, 0.2780, 
0.3040 TF^tmWmFFT 


0.0630, 0.2780, 0.2860, TFjft 


0.1390, 0.2400, 0.0780 TFjft 
mmimFFT 


0.0760 *lP 0.0152 


0.1520, 0.1900, 0.3540, 0.1520, 
0.0890, 0.0380, 0.2020, 0.2530 
tf^jP m FFT 


0.3920, 0.2780, 0.5310, 0.3540, 
0.4550, 0.1260, 0.3040, 0.1140, 
0.1010 TTytmwmFFT 


0.4810, 0.1770, 0.2660, 0.3290, 
0.2910, 0.4050, 0.2660, 0.3540, 
0.3160 TF*jft m 4W FFT 


0 . 1140 , 0.1140 tf^jP m 

FFT 


0.0380, 0.1390 m 1 /2 FFT 


0.0380, 0.5190 m 9/10 FFT 


0.2910, 0.1520 T 
FFT 




0.2660, 0.3410,0.3670, 0.3290, 
0.3540, 0.3410,0.1390 TF^tm 
mimFFT 


0.1390, 0.1140, 0.2400, 0.2530, 
0.3540, 0.1770, 0.2910, 0.1520 


0.0310, 0.1900, 0.1640, 0.1260, 
0.0886, 0.1900,01260 TF^fm 

mimFFT 


o.iMommimFFT 


0.4300, 0.3920, 0.2910 TF^fm 
sfcRIFFT 


0.2080 TF^jP m FFT 


0.2150 m 1 /4 FFT 


0.4430, 0.1520, 0.2020, 0.2340 


0.1140, 0.0380, 0.0760, 0.0760, 
0.2660, 0.1900, 0.0250, 0.1640, 
0.4170, TF*J°f m WT FFT 


0.1770, 0.0630, 0.0130, 0.0560, 
0.0890, 0.0760, 0.2150, 0.2280, 
0.3160, 0.4050,0.0890, 0.2910, 
0.1520, 0.2400, 0.1390, 0.4050, 
0.1520, 0.1770, 0.2150, 0.0630, 
0.1390, 0.2400, 0.0780, 0.2150, 

0.1900 Fyift m wr fft 


0.2400, 0.1390, 0.0630 F^fm 
mimFFT 


0.1640, 0.1140,0.1010 TFjft 
mwmFFT, 


0.0890 m WF FFT 


0.2910 mOTTFFT 


0.2910, 0.2280, 0.2660 TF^f 
mmimFFT 


0.3790, 0.2400, 0.1260, 0.0890, 
0.2410, 0.0250, 0.2530, 0.2410, 
0.1770, 0.2020, 0.2150, 0.1390, 
0.2530, 0.2400 
mimFFT 


0.0760, 0.2660 TF^fm 1/5 
FFT 


0.1640, 0.1000 


0.2280, 0.3160, 0.0047, 0.2183, 
0.1770, 0.0630, 0.0130, 0.0560, 
0.0550, 0.0550, 0.2020, 0.0630, 
0.0340, 0.0210 F^ft <FI WF 
FFT 


0.2280, 0.3160, 0.0047, 
0.1630, 0.2728, 0.4508, 
0.0890, 0.2410, 0.0250, 
0.2410, 0.1770, 0.2020, 
0.1390, 0.1770, 0.0630, 
0.0560, 0.0550, 0.0550, 
0.0630, 0.1280, 0.0340, 
F^jftmwmFFT 


0.2183, 

0.1260, 

0.2530, 

0.2150, 

0.0130, 

0 . 2020 , 

0.0210 


0.1800, 0.1920, 0.2280, 0,2520, 
0.3360, 0.3960, 0,1550, 0.3950, 
0.3600, 0.1920, 0.1440, 0.2280 

tpjP m fft 


TFlftcfF ^jft M ftp Flft rf Fft fPP cppl eft pft 3TFTft t P F? Id Pad FF $ 15 PP P 3FFI 
3FR ^T5T mpTTeTF) 3TftmP, Tftl Pp5T P FNldF ^ FFJcT m? TM 11 3TF7p F6 fP P 3TTFN FI 
Tjft Pm ^-FnP/iFpFTft fif ^jft P Pm-ff Prtff ffP ftP srftftift Pi 
fttfffP tPi Pfft sMftcfi Pfff ftP^ff P ffjfft P PtP P Pff ^ fm Pt ft 

^ 1 3TFI ^TsF tol4Hldto 3lPmP 


A ND-NDE 






























































































































































































































































































































THE HINDU DELHI 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2019 
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In a surprise move, Ajit Pawar resigns 

Sharad Pawar denies rift in clan, says nephew was uneasy about NCP chief’s name figuring in ED probe 


ALOK DESHPANDE 
SHOU MOJIT BANERJEE 

MUMBAI/PUNE 

In a sudden decision, senior 
Nationalist Congress Party 
(NCP) leader Ajit Pawar re¬ 
signed as MLA on Friday 
night. Mr. Pawar, the ne¬ 
phew of NCP president Sha¬ 
rad Pawar, has also been 
named by the Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) in the FIR in 
the alleged scam at the Mah¬ 
arashtra State Cooperative 
(MSC) Bank. 

Assembly Speaker Harib- 
hau Bagde confirmed to The 
Hindu that Mr. Pawar had 
sent his resignation via fax 
and spoken to him over the 
phone. “We have been col¬ 
leagues in the legislative 
house for a long time. I 
asked him the reason for his 
resignation, but he said he 
will explain the reason in fu¬ 
ture. I have accepted his re¬ 
signation,” Mr. Bagde said. 

Minutes before resigning, 
Mr. Pawar had tweeted, 
“Overwhelmed to see the 
huge gathering in Mumbai 
today, in support of @Pawar- 
Spealcs [Sharad Pawar]. 
Heartfelt thanks to 
@NCPSpeaks officials, party 
workers & also our oppo¬ 
nents who stood up for the 
truth in spite of our diffe¬ 
rences. I am sure this belief 
in Pawar Saheb will never 
fade.” 

Party leaders had no clue 
about Mr Pawar’s decision 
until the news broke on so¬ 
cial media and news portals. 



Ajit Pawar 


“I have no idea about any 
such development and the 
reason behind Ajit Pawar re¬ 
signing from the MLA post. 
We will have to wait for the 
details,” Mumbai NCP presi¬ 
dent Nawab Malik said. 

e No contact’ 

Sharad Pawar, speaking at a 
press conference in Pune 
late on Friday, said his ne¬ 
phew had not discussed the 
resignation with him, but 
hinted that the cause behind 
the sudden decision may 
have been his uneasiness on 
seeing the NCP chief being 
named by the ED in the MSC 
bank case. He said he had 
not been able to contact his 
nephew since he resigned. 

He stressed that there was 
no rift within the Pawar clan 
and refuted suggestions that 
Mr. Pawar may have quit ow¬ 
ing to differences of opinion 
within the party and family. 

The NCP chief said, “Ajit 
Pawar didn’t discuss his re¬ 
signation with us, and as 


head of the family, it is my 
responsibility to understand 
why he quit. When I talked 
to members of his family, I 
came to understand that he 
spoke to them today regard¬ 
ing his work in the coopera¬ 
tive sector. He said while he 
was not worried about the 
actions of the MSC Bank, he 
was uneasy with the govern¬ 
ment going after me.” 

When asked if his nephew 
was planning to exit politics, 
the NCP supremo said he 
could clear the air only after 
meeting Mr. Pawar. “There is 
a custom in my house that 
the final decision is that of 
the family head [read Sharad 
Pawar]. Everyone in my fa¬ 
mily respects that. My family 
members work in different 
sectors, but they all abide by 
my decision,” the 79-year- 
old NCP patriarch said. 

He said he had learnt that 
Mr. Pawar was disgusted 
with the below-the-belt of 
politics currently being 
practised in the State. “After 
speaking with Parth [Ajit Pa¬ 
war’s son], I understand that 
he advised his son not to 
venture into politics and 
concentrate instead on busi¬ 
ness and farming. He was 
frustrated with the state of 
politics that he said had 
stooped to a new low,” the 
NCP chief said. 

“I believe he told his son 
that he was upset that such 
type of case was never regis¬ 
tered against me in my 60 
years of my public life.” 


‘Pawar’s ED visit plan 
just political drama’ 


SHOU MOJIT BANERJEE 

PUNE 

Dubbing Nationalist Con¬ 
gress Party (NCP) Sharad 
Pawar’s proposed visit to 
the Enforcement Directo¬ 
rate’s office in Mumbai as 
“high political drama”, 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) State president Chan- 
drakant Patil on Friday 
said it was the erstwhile 
Congress-led government 
that had first launched a 
probe into the alleged 
Maharashtra State Cooper¬ 
ative (MSC) Bank scam. 

Mr. Patil rubbished the 
NCP’s allegations that the 
BJP was pursuing a politi¬ 
cal vendetta against Mr. 
Pawar. “I ought to remind 
the NCP that it was their 
own [Congress-NCP] go¬ 
vernment running on the 
advice of Sharad Pawar 
that had first launched a 
probe in the MSC Bank 
case,” he said 

It was the then chief mi¬ 
nister Prithviraj Chavan 
who had initiated an in¬ 
quiry into the case by set¬ 
ting up a committee as he 
had suspected some irreg¬ 
ularities, Mr. Patil said. 

He said the Reserve 
Bank of India then ap- 



Chandrakant Patil 


pointed an administrator 
on the bank and that it 
was only later that an indi¬ 
vidual had moved the 
Bombay High Court on 
grounds that no proper in¬ 
quiry was being initiated. 
“It was on the court’s di¬ 
rection that an FIR was re¬ 
cently registered. So 
where is the question of 
the government acting in 
a vindictive manner? 
Then the ED, an autono¬ 
mous agency, registered a 
case on its own as the 
amount involved in the 
scam was above U00 
crore,” Mr. Patil said. 

He said the NCP was 
trying to garner people’s 
sympathy and support by 
spreading false propagan¬ 
da that the government 
was behind the probe. 


Now, defection fever grips smaller parties 

Raju Shetti loses right-hand man Tupkar, Dhangar leader Padalkar on his way back to BJP from VBA 



Raju Shetti and (right) Prakash Ambedkar 


SHOU MOJIT BANERJEE 

PUNE 

After a slew of defections 
from the Nationalist Con¬ 
gress Party (NCP) and the 
Congress ahead of the As¬ 
sembly elections, now small¬ 
er parties like the Raju Shetti- 
led Swabhimani Paksha and 
Prakash Ambedkar’s Vanchit 
Bahujan Aghadi (VBA) have 
started losing key leaders. 

In a major setback to Mr. 
Shetti on Thursday, his right- 
hand man, Ravikant Tupkar, 
resigned from the Swabhi¬ 
mani Paksha. Mr. Tupkar, a 
mainstay of the party and 
one of its rising stars, is said 
to be joining the Bharatiya Ja¬ 
nata Party (BJP) soon. His 


move has prompted the 
Swabhimani Paksha leader¬ 
ship to urge Mr. Shetti to step 
into the poll arena himself. 

Mr. Shetti told The Hindu 
on Friday, “[Mr. Tupkar] 


spoke to me yesterday and 
said he was taking this deci¬ 
sion as he saw no future in 
our party. While his loss is 
undeniable as he was a good 
spokesperson who had come 


up from our farmers’ move¬ 
ment, none of his supporters 
have left our party.” 

Since his upset loss in the 
Lok Sabha polls, Mr. Shetti 
has focused on rebuilding 
his party and said he is not 
interested in contesting the 
Assembly polls. However, af¬ 
ter Mr. Tupkar’s resignation, 
he is mulling contesting the 
polls to rally his crumbling 
party. “I will announce my 
decision within two days,” 
he told The Hindu. 

Meanwhile, the VBA suf¬ 
fered a jolt after its spokes¬ 
person, Gopichand Padal¬ 
kar, an influential Dhangar 
leader from Sangli district, 
recently resigned as the par¬ 


ty’s general secretary. 

Mr. Ambedkar had induct¬ 
ed Mr. Padalkar, a former BJP 
leader with a deep affiliation 
to the Rashtriya Swayamse- 
vak Sangh, into the VBA. The 
move had raised eyebrows 
owing to Mr. Padalkar’s asso¬ 
ciation with Sambhaji Bhide 
‘Guruji’, whose name had 
surfaced in connection with 
the Bhima-Koregaon riots. 

Mr. Padalkar had contest¬ 
ed from the Sangli Lok Sabha 
seat on a VBA ticket, polling 
three lakh votes and affirm¬ 
ing his hold over the Dhan¬ 
gar community. However, he 
changed his stripes soon af¬ 
ter the polls and is likely to 
rejoin the BJP. 



C 9IES M " ® keshar 


The day after: PartiaLLy submerged cars amid trash brought aLong by floodwater at Kl< Market 
in Bibwewadi area in Pune on Friday, -jignesh mistry. 

Pune rain: angry protesters 
heckle Guardian Minister 

Chandrakant Patil blames illegal construction for flash floods 


SHOU MOJIT BANERJEE 

PUNE 

A day after intense showers 
ravaged several parts of 
Pune district. Guardian Mi¬ 
nister Chandrakant Patil 
faced the ire of citizens on 
Friday, even as the death toll 
across the district rose to 18. 

Speaking here after sur¬ 
veying the worst-hit spots in 
the city and the district, Mr. 
Patil blamed illegal construc¬ 
tions and encroachments for 
the flash deluge that resulted 
in massive damage to pro¬ 
perty and loss of life. 

“Illegal constructions and 
encroachments on various 
canals have diverted the nat¬ 
ural flow of streams, which 
led to water entering resi¬ 
dential societies and wreck¬ 
ing property. The causes for 
these constructions have to 
be investigated. Moreover, 
why weren’t basic security 
measures followed at the 
time of these construc¬ 
tions?” Mr. Patil asked. 

Team to probe disaster 

He said a team comprising 
senior IAS officials would be 
constituted to investigate the 
disaster. He also said all re¬ 
lief measures for the rain-af¬ 
fected in Pune would be ap¬ 
plicable under the 
government resolution (GR) 
issued at the time of the Kol¬ 
hapur and Sangli floods. 

On Thursday, when the ci¬ 
ty was coping with the rain 


Genuine citizens 
told me about their 
problems. The rest 
were troublemakers 
hired by opposition 
parties 

CHANDRAKANT PATIL 
Pune Guardian Minister 

damage, the Guardian Minis¬ 
ter was in Delhi to iron out 
the seat-sharing issues bet¬ 
ween the Bharatiya Janata 
Party and the Shiv Sena for 
the elections. 

Earlier, irate protesters 
blocked Mr. Patil’s convoy 
near Tangewala Society in 
Aranyeshwar area, prompt¬ 
ing him and his entourage to 
leave the spot after barely 15 
minutes. Five people died af¬ 
ter the society’s compound 
wall collapsed owing to the 
relentless downpour. Protes¬ 
ters demanded to know 
what Mr. Patil was doing in 
Delhi when the city was be¬ 
ing battered by flash floods. 

Urging him to go back, 
they said the Guardian Mi¬ 
nister’s belated visit was 
merely a photo opportunity. 

Mr. Patil said those heck¬ 
ling him were mere “trou¬ 
blemakers” hired by the op¬ 
position parties. “There 
were no problems whatsoev¬ 
er. I was [at Tangewala So¬ 
ciety] for 20-25 minutes. Ge¬ 
nuine citizens told me about 
their problems. The rest 
were troublemakers hired 


by opposition parties.” He 
said because the model code 
of conduct is in place for the 
Assembly elections, he was 
compelled to put things be¬ 
fore the aggrieved citizens in 
a restrained manner. 

Toll up to 18 

Meanwhile, the death toll 
across the district rose to 18 
with at least four people still 
missing. There were uncon¬ 
firmed reports of two more 
bodies being recovered, in¬ 
dicating a likely rise in the 
number of the deaths. 

More than 3,000 people 
in the city are lodged in tran¬ 
sit camps, while teams of the 
fire department and nearly 
2,000 municipal workers 
carried out cleanliness 
drives and relief operations. 

Despite the India Meteor¬ 
ological Department’s (IMD) 
warnings of likely heavy rain 
on the intervening night of 
Thursday and Friday, the 
weather remained calm 
throughout the better part 
of Friday. 

Schools and colleges 
across the city and four oth¬ 
er tehsils of the district re¬ 
mained shut following a pre¬ 
cautionary directive of the 
Pune District Collector. 

According to a release is¬ 
sued on Friday afternoon, 
the IMD has forecast light to 
moderate rain on Friday 
night to be followed by light 
rain over the weekend. 



Entrepreneurs should focus 
on rural areas, says Gadkari 


Agricultural focus 
also needed’ 

AJEET MAHALE 

MUMBAI 

Union Minister for Road 
Transport and Highways 
and Micro, Small and Medi¬ 
um Enterprises, Nitin Gad¬ 
kari, said entrepreneurs 
should focus on the rural 
and agricultural sectors to 
provide a stimulus to the 
economy. 

“If we want to achieve a 
$5 trillion economy we need 
to focus on initiatives like 
converting agriculture 
waste into biofuels. I would 
like new entrepreneurs to 
focus on rural areas and on 
the agricultural sector,” he 
said. Mr. Gadkari was speak¬ 


ing at an event organised by 
the Jain International Trade 
Organisation (JITO) on 
Friday. 

Referring to farmers’ 
leader Sharad Joshi’s de¬ 
scription of ‘India vs Bha¬ 
rat’, Mr. Gadkari said there 
was still a disparity between 
urban centres like Mumbai 
and Delhi which constitute 
‘India’ and rural areas, 
which were ‘Bharat’. 

“Until the industries are 
developed in agricultural, 
rural and tribal areas, the 
country won’t develop,” he 
said. He cited the example 
of the Delhi-Mumbai Ex¬ 
pressway, which will go 
through rural and tribal 
belts of four States. 

“Around 95% of land ac¬ 
quisition has been done and 


within three years, this road 
will be completed,” he said. 
On a 10-km stretch from Del¬ 
hi, there will be an e-high¬ 
way, he said. This will have a 
dedicated lane with over¬ 
head electric wires through 
which heavy vehicles can 
charge their batteries. 

Mr. Gadkari said import 
substitution was also need¬ 
ed for the economy to grow 
and more initiatives needed 
to come in the area of bio¬ 
fuels and bio aviation fuel in 
particular, which makes up 
a huge chunk of our import 
bill. “We will be saving near¬ 
ly ^40,000 crore worth of 
imports if we adopt bio avia¬ 
tion fuel. If entrepreneurs 
take this up, it is a market 
worth ^40,000 crore,” the 
minister said. 


Gujarat Cong, starts Gandhi Sandesh Yatra 


MAHE SH LANGA 

AHMEDABAD 

The Congress in Gujarat be¬ 
gan the Gandhi Sandesh Ya¬ 
tra from Porbandar and 
Dandi to Sabarmati Ashram 
on Friday to commemorate 
the 150th birth anniversary 
of Mahatma Gandhi. 

Porbandar is the birth¬ 
place of the Father of the 
Nation while coastal village 
Dandi in Navsari district is 
associated with the Salt 
March led by Gandhi in 1930 
against the British regime. 

“These marches, under a 
week-long ‘Gandhi Sandesh 
Yatra’ have been launched 
on Friday and will culmi¬ 
nate at Sabarmati Ashram in 
Ahmedabad on October 2,” 



said State Congress presi¬ 
dent Amit Chavda, who led 
the march from Dandi. 

Another march from Por¬ 
bandar was led by leader of 
the opposition Paresh Dha- 
nani and other senior party 
leaders. 

“Dandi to Sabarmati is 
368 km while Porbandar to 
Sabarmati is 412 km. Partici¬ 
pants of both marches will 
first converge at Kocharab 
Ashram in Ahmedabad, 
started by Mahatmma 
Gandhi, and from there 
they will hold a 8-km-long 
foot march to Sabarmati 
Ashram,” said Gujarat Con¬ 
gress-in-charge Rajeev Sa- 
tav. “Our idea is to spread 
the message of Mahatma 



Gandhi while celebrating 
his 150th birth anniversary 
at a time when the ruling 
dispensation is making all 
efforts to impose the ideolo¬ 
gy of Bapu’s assassin Nathu- 
ram Godse,” he added. 

Mr. Chavda charged the 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh and Bharatiya Janata 
Party of trying to destroy 
the ideology of non violence 
and communal harmony 
that Mahatma Gandhi had 
propagated during the free¬ 
dom movement. 

During the marches. 
Congress members will or¬ 
ganise ‘satsangs’ (discourse) 
and bhajans to spread the 
message of communal har¬ 
mony and social unity. 



GOVERNMENT OF JHARKHAND 
DEPARTMENT OF TOURISM, ART CULTURE, 
SPORTS AND YOUTH AFFAIRS (TOURISM) 






Director Ph.: 0651-2400493, Fax : 2400492, 
Email: dirjharkhandtourism@gmail.com 


SELECTION OF AN EVENT MANAGEMENT AGENCY 
TO ORGANISE MUSICAL FESTIVAL (THE PALASH 
CARNIVAL) 2019 IN RANCHI, JHARKHAND 
Short Tender Notice 
Ref. No. Tou./Dir./Pub.-28/2019.- 1351/ 

Ranchi, Dated : 25/09/2019 

The Directorate of Tourism (DoT), Govt, of Jharkhand as 
an endeavor for promotion of tourism and culture of Jharkhand 
state intends to select an event management agency to Organise 
Musical Festival (The Palash Carnival) 2019 in Ranchi. 

Interested agencies may download the document from 
26/09/2019 onwards from the Department of Tourism 
website:-www.jharkhandtourism.gov.in/ and submit their 
Applications. The Application Due Date is on 11/10/2019 at 14:00 
hours. 

A pre-application conference will be held on 03/10/2019 
by 12:00 Hours at MDI Building, 2nd floor, HEC Campus, 
Dhurwa, Ranchi-04, Tel Phone: 0651-2400493, e-mail:dir 
jharkhandtourism@gmail.com. 

All subsequent notifications, changes and amendments 
will be posted only on the website www.jharkhandtourism.gov.in. 

Directorate of Tourism reserves the right to reject any or all 
proposals and annul the selection process at any time without 
assigning any reason whatsoever. 


Sd/- 

Director, Tourism. 


Put Stamp HI wia, ft WEidl |*l, ®pt aaiq HIT iptt UFlt f Tl 


P.R.218006 Tourism, Art Culture Sports And Youth Affairs(19-20):D 


OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, 
ROAD CONSTRUCTION DEPARTMENT, 
ROAD DIVISION, GUMLA 


e-Procurement Noticedst Call) 


e-Tender Reference No. RCD/GUMLA/1036Date 25.09.2019 


1. 

Name of the work 

Construction of Banalat to Jamti Road 
(Total Length 5.96km) including HL 
Bridge over Ghaghra River. 

2. 

Estimated Cost (Rs.) 

Rs. 21,44,70,478/- ( Twenty one crore 
forty four lacs seventy thousand four 
hundred seventy eigth Rs.) Only. 

3. 

Time of Completion 

15 Months 

4. 

Last date/Time for 
receipt of bids 

16.10.2019 

Up to 12:00 Noon 

5. 

Date of Publication of 
Tender on website 

27.09.2019 

From 10:30 A.M. 

6. 

Name & address of 
office Inviting tender 

Executive Engineer, Road Construction 
Department, Road Division, Gumla. 

7. 

Contact no. of e- 
Procurement officer 

06524-222097 

8. 

Helpline number of e- 
Procurement cell 

0651-2401010 


1. Further details can be seen on website https://jharkhandtenders. 
gov.in sd/- 


r~r~ — ._ty V x -x . ^ v t i Executive Engineer, 

I ~ _'_£_!_l Road Construction Department, 

PR 218036 (Road)19-20#D_ Road Division, Gumla. 


EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY 


E-Tender Notice 

E-tenders are invited for & on behalf of 
the Present of India from competant and 
experienced contractor for execution of 
the under mentioned work. 

E-Tender Notice No.: RE/DNR/Gr.190/ 
TSS/M0D Date: 25/09/2019 
1. Name of the work with its location : 
Balance work of " Design, Supply, 
Erection, Testing & Commissioning of 25 
KV, 50 Hz, Single Phase, AC, 
Electrification Works TSS/SP/SSP as 
Electrical Work" in BKP (Excl). -RGD- 
TIA-MP0 (Excl.) under Danapur Division 
of East Central Railway under RE Project 
Danapur. 2. Approximate Cost of the 
work : Rs.1,62,58,529.71 (Rs. One 
Crore sixty two lakhs fifty eight thousand 
five hundred and twenty nine rupees and 
seventy one paisa only) 3. Cost of 
Tender Form & Earnest Money to be 
deposited : Tender paper cost Rs. 
5,000/- & EMD Rs 2,31,300.00 (Rs. Two 
lakhs thirty one thousand three hundred) 
only through payment modes available 
on IREPS portal through net banking, 
debit card, credit card etc at 
www.ireps.gov.in. 4. Date & Time for 
online submission of tender and 
opening of Tender : Bidding starts from 

10.10.2019 and opening of e-tender on 

24.10.2019 after 11.00 hrs. 5. Address of 
the office from where the tender details 
can be obtained. Website particulars 
and notice board location : Office of the 
chief Project Director, Railway 
Electrification, Danapur, Near Jagjeevan 
Stadium, Khagaul, Danapur-801105. E- 
tendering website - www.ireps.qov.in 
Notice board- Office of the Chief Project 
Director, Railway Electrification, Danapur 
near Jagjiwan Stadium, Khagaul, 
Danapur. gy Q hje | Electrical Engineer 

Railway Electrification, Danapur 
PR/01301/RE/ELEC/ T/19-20/52 


DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR, 
EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING 
RFP NO: DLET/CIF/IHL/04/2019-20 


NIT FOR TENDER CANCELLATION 


Department of Labour, Employment and Training 
(DLET) do hereby cancel RFP NO: DLET/CIF/IHL/04/2019- 
20 for 'Selection of Private Sector Operator for Upgradation, 
Operation, Maintenance and Management of Industrial 
Hygiene Laboratory and Safety Demonstration Centre at 
Ranchi, Jharkhand'. Please take notice that owing to certain 
Administrative/Technical reasons the above mentioned Notice 
Inviting Tender is herby withdrawn and cancelled. The 
invitation of bids vide (PR210781 Labour, Employment and 
Training) 19-20*D thereunder is cancelled forthwith by the 
order and approval of Competent authority. , 


4? - # T|ft 44(1*1 fit tfi; 3*1 (Uibl 


Chief Inspector of Factories 
Jharkhand, Ranchi 


P.R.218084 Labour Employment and Traning(19-20):D 


JHARKHAND URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE 
DEVELOPMENT COMPANY (JUIDCO) LIMITED 

| j (A Government of Jharkhand Undertaking) [JH 
IGfl3 rd Floor, Pragati Sadan, Kutchery Chowk, Ranchi-83400 1 *sbh 
P h no.- 0651&2243203, E-Mail Id- juidcolimited@gmail.com 
_CIN: U45200JH2013SGC001752,_ 


Name of Project: Augmentation and Strengthening of 
Dhanbad Urban Water Supply Scheme Phase-II under 
Dhanbad Municipal Corporation. 

NIT No.: JUIDCO/NIT/DHN-WSS-I1/2019/306 
PR No: 216789 

Tender ID: 2019_UDD_41824_1 

This is for information of all the bidders that Corrigendum-1 and 
Addendum-1 have been made in tender documents [Ref.: 
JUIDCO/NIT/DHN-WSS-II/2019/306 dated 12.09.2019] for 
“Augmentation and Strengthening of Dhanbad Urban Water 
Supply Scheme Phase-II under Dhanbad Municipal 
Corporation" 

The Didders are advised to take into account the Corrigendum-1 
and Addendum-1 before submission of their bids against this 
tender uploaded in jharkhandtenders.gov.in. 

Sd/- 

Project Director (Technical) JUIDCO Ltd. 
PR218130 (Urban Development)!9-20*D 


Government of Jharkhand 

Directorate of Industries 3 rd Floor, Nepal House, Ranchi 


Short Notice Inviting E-Tenders for Selection of Event Management agencies/Vendors 
E-Tender are invited by Directorate of Industries, Government of 
Jharkhand for Exhibition, Fabrication Agencies for Erection, Maintenance 
and Management of Jharkhand Pavilion in IITF (India International Trade Fai, 
2019) 14 th To 27 th Nov 2019 at Pragati Maidan, New Delhi. 

Date and time for tender request, downloading bid documents subsequent 
to uploading of the details of Tender Fee & Tender processing fee remitted : 
27.09.2019 to 14.10.2019 

For details Please visit https://jharkhandtenders.gov.in and 
https://jharkhandindustry.gov.in/ 

Last date ofOnlineSubmission 14.10.2019 at 3.00 PM 

For any clarification please contact Sri Rajendra Prasad Deputy Director 

Industries Mob: 9470518 897 sd/ _ 

PR218136 (Industries)l9-20*D r^~ a,AVl at cfs ast | Dj rec tor Industries 
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Left breaks into Mani’s bastion 

Kappan wrests Pala, held by the late Kerala Congress (M) leader for 54 years 



Coveted crown: Jubilant supporters greet LDF candidate Mani 
C. Kappan after the bypoll win on Friday, -vishnu prathap 


Insurance medical 
officers arrested 

Seven held in Telangana ESI scam 



Portion of Golconda Fort 
gateway collapses 

HYDERABAD 

A portion of the Moti 
Darwaza (gateway) of the 
500-year-old Golconda Fort 
collapsed following heavy 
overnight rain here. "It is not 
part of the main wall. It is an 
old attached structure. Our 
officials have inspected it and 
will rebuild the structure 
after a few days," said ASI 
Superintending archaeologist 
Milan Kumar Chauley. 

HC lets Orthodox priests 
hold prayers at church 

KOCHI 

A Division Bench of the Kerala 
High Court on Friday 
permitted vicars and priests 
of the Orthodox faction to 
celebrate Mass at St. Mary's 
Church, Piravom, on Sunday. 
The Supreme Court had 
earlier handed over the 
control of the church to the 
Orthodox faction. Priests and 
followers of the Jacobite 
faction, who were engaged in 
a standoff on the church 
premises on Thursday, were 
removed by the police. 


3 more medicos 
detained, national 
racket suspected 

S. VIJ AY KUMAR 

CHENNAI 

The Crime Branch CID of the 
Tamil Nadu police have 
blown the lid off a huge scam 
in which Plus Two students 
who appeared for National 
Eligibility cum Entrance Test 
(NEET) in the State engaged 
proxy candidates to simulta¬ 
neously write the exam for 
them with the same creden¬ 
tials in other centres and 
managed to get admission to 
medical colleges. 


STAFF REPORTER 

ICOTTAYAM 

In one of the most significant 
losses for the Kerala Con¬ 
gress (M) as well as the Con¬ 
gress-led United Democratic 
Front (UDF), the Left Demo¬ 
cratic Front (LDF) has pulled 
off an improbable victory in 
the Assembly byelection in 
Pala, a constituency held by 
the late KC(M) leader, K.M. 
Mani, for 54 years since its 
formation in 1965. 

The bypoll was necessitat¬ 
ed by the demise of K.M. Ma¬ 
ni in April. 

The LDF candidate and 
Nationalist Congress Party 
leader Mani C. Kappan 
bagged 54,137 votes to 
trounce his nearest rival Jose 
Tom Pulikkunnel, who con¬ 
tested as UDF-backed Inde¬ 
pendent, by a margin of 
2,943 votes. N. Hari of the 
National Democratic Al¬ 
liance (NDA) got only 18,044 
votes to finish a distant third. 

In the Assembly election 
of 2016, Mr. Kappan had re¬ 
ceived 54,181 votes as against 
58,884 votes for K.M. Mani. 
The BJP’s vote share, mean¬ 
while, registered a sharp de- 


A day after Udit Surya (21), 
a student of Theni Govern¬ 
ment Medical College and his 
father Dr. Venkatesan were 
arrested and remanded in 
judicial custody, investiga¬ 
tors detained Praveen of 
SRM College, Rahul of Balaji 
Medical College and Abirami 
of Sai Satya Medical College, 
here after prima facie evi¬ 
dence was established that 
they got admission based on 
the marks scored by two oth¬ 
ers who appeared for them 
in Delhi and Uttar Pradesh 
respectively. 

Preliminary enquiries re¬ 
vealed that the students paid 
Z20 lakh each to the persons 


cline as it received 7,690 less 
than the previous election. 

C.J. Philip and Maju Puth- 
ankandam, two Indepen¬ 
dents, got 1,085 and 1,012 
votes to finish fourth and 
fifth respectively. With 742 
votes, NOTA came in the 
sixth position. 

Mr. Kappan attributed the 
victory to a collective effort 
put up by the LDF workers. 
“I am thankful to the people 
of Pala, who rejected the ac- 


who appeared on their be¬ 
half. Except the photographs 
all other credentials like the 
name, age, marksheet, ad¬ 
dress and other entries in the 
application were that of the 
students who engaged the 
proxy candidates. 

Photos not checked 

“Had the photographs been 
checked properly this scam 
could have been detected 
earlier. It appears that those 
who appeared for these stu¬ 
dents were either teachers or 
doctors with competency in 
scoring well in NEET. We 
have information that there 
are more candidates who 


cusations concocted against 
me. My focus will now be on 
designing projects to ensure 
the comprehensive develop¬ 
ment of the region,” he said. 

Factional fight 

Mr. Kappan, who had unsuc¬ 
cessfully contested in Pala 
against Mr. Mani for three 
times on a trot, rode on his 
popularity in the region and 
the raging factional fight 
within the KC(M) to emerge 


victorious this time. 

Leader of the Opposition 
Ramesh Chennithala came 
out with a terse statement 
claiming that the verdict was 
not against the UDF, but only 
a timely warning by the elec¬ 
torate. The Congress leader 
said the UDF would examine 
the reasons for the defeat 
and try to correct its course. 

Kerala Pradesh Congress 
Committee president Mul- 
lappally Ramachandran, 
while accepting the verdict, 
put the blame on the KC(M) 
leaders who carried their in¬ 
ternal power struggle right 
up to polling day. 

To a question, he said the 
Pala verdict would not have 
any impact on the by-elec¬ 
tions to the five Assembly 
seats to be held next month. 

Former KPCC president 
V.M. Sudheeran, however, 
said the verdict, to some ex¬ 
tent, reflected the indiffe¬ 
rence of the electorate to the 
political situation prevailing 
in the State. It was also a 
strong warning to the UDF to 
the change its functioning 
styles and attitude of the lea¬ 
dership, he said. 


STAFF REPORTER 

HYDERABAD 

Director Devika Rani and 
three junior officers of Insu¬ 
rance Medical Services 
(IMS) were among seven 
persons arrested by Anti- 
Corruption Bureau (ACB) of¬ 
ficials on Friday for their al¬ 
leged role in the ‘multi- 
crore’ scam in supply of 
medicines to dispensaries 
and Employee’s State Insu¬ 
rance (ESI) hospitals across 
Telangana. They were re¬ 
manded to judicial custody 
till October 11. 

The arrests came a day af¬ 
ter investigators probing the 
financial irregularities and 
corruption allegations car¬ 
ried out simultaneous 
searches at 23 premises be¬ 
longing to IMS officials and 
four others in Hyderabad 
and Warangal, and seized 
key documents. 

Speaking to The Hindu, 
an ACB officer said Dr. Devi¬ 
ka Rani along with her other 
colleagues and four private 
individuals, including a Te- 
lugu news channel journal- 


medical entrance exam for 
the protagonist who gets top 
marks and joins the medical 
college. We suspect that the 
middlemen who organised 
the fraud would have been 
paid more (than the suspects 
who took ^20 lakh to imper¬ 
sonate and write the exam),” 
another investigator said. 

Director-General of Police 
M.S. Jaffar Sait reviewed the 
progress in the case with se¬ 
nior police officials, includ¬ 
ing Superintendent of Police 
Vijay Kumar, who is heading 
the special team. 

Mr. Sait said the police 
would go to the roots of the 
case and expose all the ac- 



Dr. Devika Rani 


ist had allegedly diverted 
?300 crore by procuring 
drugs from non-rate con¬ 
tract firms in the guise of 
‘emergency medicines.’ 
“She took charge as IMS di¬ 
rector in 2015 and the non- 
RC firms from where the de¬ 
partment purchased medi¬ 
cines at 100-300% excess 
prices, were reportedly set 
up by her,” the officer said. 

Earlier, the Vigilance and 
Enforcement Department 
had conducted a inquiry 
and submitted a report to 
the State government. In Ju¬ 
ly, the government directed 
the ACB to probe the allega¬ 
tions. 


cused who organised the 
fraud and cheated the entire 
system of NEET. 

“At least five students 
from one coaching centre 
are suspected to have bene¬ 
fited by this fraud. The king¬ 
pin who masterminded the 
scam is in Kerala and special 
teams have rushed there to 
apprehend him. The actual 
score of the students who got 
admission with the mark- 
sheet of proxy candidates is 
very low...there is no ques¬ 
tion of their clearing NEET. 
These suspects have robbed 
the opportunity of merito¬ 
rious students,” he told The 
Hindu. 


Karnataka 
byelections on 
Dec. 5, says EC 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Election Commission 
on Friday said it would 
hold byelections to 15 Kar¬ 
nataka Assembly seats on 
December 5 as the Su¬ 
preme Court was hearing 
the case of the MLAs dis¬ 
qualified under the anti-de¬ 
fection law. 

The announcement 
comes a day after the EC in¬ 
formed the court that it 
would defer the byelec¬ 
tions. 

On September 23, the 
EC said it would hold the 
byelections on October 21. 

The disqualified MLAs 
had moved the court, 
which listed the matter for 
October 22. In its notifica¬ 
tion, the EC said: “In view 
of the foregoing [SC order], 
the Commission discussed 
and deliberated upon the 
matter...” 

Counting on Dec. 9 

The EC said it would hold 
the byelections on Decem¬ 
ber 5 and votes would be 
counted on December 9. 
The nominations, filed 
from Monday till Friday, 
would be taken up on No¬ 
vember 19 for scrutiny, 
along with the papers re¬ 
ceived from November 11 
till November 18, the new 
dates for filing of nomina¬ 
tions. November 21 would 
be the last date for 
withdrawal. 

Polling for the 15 seats - 
Athani, Kagwad, Golcalc, 
Yellapur, Hirekerur, Rani- 
bennur, Vijayanagara, 
Chikkaballapur, K.R. Pura, 
Yeshvanthapura, Maha- 
lakshmi Layout, Shivajina¬ 
gar, Hosakote, Krishnaraj- 
pet and Hunsur - would 
take place from 7 a.m. to 6 
p.m. on December 5. 

The Congress and JD(S) 
MLAs resigned in July lead¬ 
ing to the BJP taking major¬ 
ity from the Congress-JDS 
alliance government. 


Tamil Nadu police blow lid off a huge scam in NEET 

managed to get admission to of Surya, who secured ad- 
medical colleges with the mission to medical colleges 
same modus operandi,” a se- in this fraudulent manner, 
nior police official told The More arrests are likely soon,” 

Hindu on Friday, adding that the official who requested 
biometrics of students was not to be quoted said, 
not part of the NEET 

protocol. ‘Middlemen involved’ 

Investigators were coordi- On how the students got in 
nating with their counter- touch with the suspects in 
parts in Delhi and Lucknow other States, the official said 
to get the identity of the sus- there were some middlemen 
pects who impersonated and who organised the deal. The 
wrote NEET on behalf the possibility of the same mo- 
suspect students. dus operandi being adopted 

The tip-off on more medi- in other States cannot be 
cos in Tamil Nadu was given ruled out. 
by Mr. Surya. “The initial in- “This is simply like the 
formation is that there are scene in Vasool Raja MBBS 
about half-dozen, all friends where a tutor writes the 


Six-month jail 
for Karimnagar 
police chief 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

HYDERABAD 

Karimnagar Police Com¬ 
missioner V.B. Kamalasan 
Reddy and two of his sub¬ 
ordinate officers were 
awarded six-month jail 
term by the Telangana 
High Court here on Friday, 
holding them guilty of con¬ 
tempt of court. 

Four years ago, the man¬ 
agement of Pushpanjali 
Country Resort ap¬ 
proached the HC alleging 
that the police were not al¬ 
lowing its members to play 
rummy though it was legal¬ 
ly allowed. Subsequently, 
the judges directed the pol¬ 
ice not to interfere with the 
rummy game. Two years 
later, the petitioner came 
back to the HC alleging that 
police were repeatedly 
raiding the resort despite 
the HC order. Observing 
that the police action was 
not acceptable, the HC an¬ 
nounced the punishment 



All decked up 


The KR Circle in Mysuru has been illuminated for the Dasara celebrations that begin on Sunday. The 10-day festivities include 
grand processions, exhibitions and a flower show. ■ m.a. sriram 


No right to block road 
for religious purpose: HC 

‘Order applicable to all religions and communities’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BENGALURU 

Declaring that denial of per¬ 
mission to put up temporary 
structures on roads and foot¬ 
paths for religious festivals 
or functions will not infringe 
upon the right of freedom to 
free profession, practise and 
propagation of religion un¬ 
der the Constitution of In¬ 
dia, the High Court of Karna¬ 
taka on Friday issued 
guidelines to all city munici¬ 
pal corporations, including 
the Bruhat Bangalore Maha- 
nagara Palike (BBMP), on 
processing applications for 
temporarily using public 
roads and footpaths. 

A Division Bench com¬ 
prising Chief Justice Abhay 
Shreeniwas Oka and Justice 
S.R. Krishna Kumar passed 
the order while disposing of 
a PIL petition filed by one 
Prashant Rao from Thyaga- 


rajanagar in Bengaluru city 
complaining that a public 
road was closed for a couple 
of days for the festival of 
Panduranga temple in 
Thyagarajanagar. 

The Bench said that the 
authorities cannot mechani¬ 
cally process applications 
filed under Section 288(2) of 
the Karnataka Municipal 
Corporations Act, 1976, for 
grant of permission to tem¬ 
porarily use public roads or 
footpaths for any purposes, 
including for celebration of 
religious festivals or func¬ 
tions. 

Inspection mandatory 

“The right under Article 25 
(freedom to free profession, 
practice and propagation of 
religion) of the Constitution 
of India does not extend to 
public road and footpath...,” 
the Bench observed while 


stating that one cannot get 
rights to use public roads 
and streets just because it 
was for religious purpose. 

The Bench made it clear 
that its reference on reli¬ 
gious festivals and functions 
was applicable to all reli¬ 
gions and communities. 

The authorised officers 
will have to compulsorily 
carry out inspection of the 
premises, including roads 
and footpaths, and will have 
to take a report from the 
traffic police on impact of 
free flow of traffic, if permis¬ 
sion is granted to temporary 
structures, before granting 
any permission under Sec¬ 
tion 288(2) of the Act, the 
Bench said. 

Putting up temporary 
structures can be permitted 
only after ensuring that such 
structures would not cause 
any traffic obstruction. 


‘Heart attack linked to air pollution’ 

About 200 in one latch Indians prone to cardiac issues, says study 


Maradu evacuation to begin tomorrow 

40 apartments identified to house evacuated residents for a couple of months 



Dark days: Residents of H20 Holy Faith, one of the affected 
apartments in Maradu, in a huddle on Friday, -thulasi kakkat 


PRAN AV KUMAR 

BENGALURU 

Air pollution could well be 
the new equivalent of smok¬ 
ing for heart diseases. A stu¬ 
dy, conducted by Sri Jayade- 
va Institute of 
Cardiovascular Sciences and 
Research, which tied up with 
institutions such as NIM- 
HANS and St. John’s Re¬ 
search Centre, Bengaluru, 
found that approximately 
35% of patients with no con¬ 
ventional risk factors suf¬ 
fered from cardiovascular 
diseases (CAD) due to rea¬ 
sons linked to air pollution. 

The study was released on 
Friday, ahead of World Heart 
Day observed on September 
29. 

Previously, air pollution 
was exclusively linked only 
to respiratory diseases. But 
in recent times, multiple 



clinical studies have proved 
the role of air pollution in 
causing cardiovascular dis¬ 
eases, said the researchers. 

The new tobacco 

The research was carried out 
on 2,400 patients in the Pre¬ 
mature Coronary Artery Dis¬ 
ease (PCAD) Clinic from 
April 2017 to April 2019. Pa¬ 
tients under the age of 40, 
who had been diagnosed 
with coronary artery dis¬ 
ease, were registered. 

The study shows that 26% 
of the patients were working 
in different types of jobs in 
the private sector; 15% each 
were agriculturists and daily 
wage workers, 12% were 
working in technical fields, 
and 6.5% were housewives. 
As many as 24% of the pa¬ 
tients were drivers, which 
accounted for the most com- 



A person stranded in 
traffic for 5 minutes 
in a polluted area 
will be exposed to 
the effect of smoking 
five cigarettes 

C.N. MANJUNATH 

Sri Jayadeva Institute of Cardiovascular 
Sciences and Research 

mon nature of work among 
PCAD patients. 

“Air pollution is a new to¬ 
bacco; it kills more people 
than smoking. Out of one 
lakh Indians, about 200 peo¬ 
ple are prone to heart diseas¬ 
es due to air pollution. We 
conducted in-depth re¬ 
search on people who did 
not posses any risk factors 
who had heart diseases, and 
we discovered that their 
blood contained higher hae¬ 
moglobin levels. But this 
kind of carboxy haemoglo¬ 



bin doesn’t account as a 
healthy factor, and these 
were observed especially in 
drivers who were more ex¬ 
posed to air pollution,” said 
C.N. Manjunath, Director of 
Sri Jayadeva Institute. 

He also said now, more 
young Indians are vulnera¬ 
ble to heart diseases and air 
pollution is an emerging risk 
factor for heart attack. “A 
person stranded in a traffic 
junction for five minutes in a 
polluted area will be ex¬ 
posed to the effect of smok¬ 
ing five cigarettes,” he said. 

The report pointed out 
that transport is one of the 
major sources of emissions 
in Bengaluru. The PM10 an¬ 
nual average over Bengaluru 
is still almost 1.5 times the 
National Ambient air Quality 
Standards. This can adverse¬ 
ly affect health, it said. 



K.S. S UDHI 

ICOCHI 

The evacuation of residents 
from four Maradu apart¬ 
ments, as ordered by the Su¬ 
preme Court, and the demo¬ 
lition of the buildings using 
implosion technology will 
be carried out as planned to 
keep the schedule. 

The court had ordered 
their demolition citing viola¬ 
tion of Coastal Regulation 
Zone norms. 

Going by the Kerala go¬ 
vernment’s 138-day action 
plan submitted to the Su¬ 
preme Court, evacuation 
will begin on Sunday and 
the demolition on October 
11 . 

Implosion technology will 
have to be employed to raze 
structures, as mechanical 
methods may take time and 
would be expensive, said a 



senior government official. 

The authorities had as¬ 
sured the court that the de¬ 
molition will be completed 
by January 9,2020. 

Eviction of the 198 fami¬ 
lies residing in the four 
apartments might not re¬ 


quire force as the court has 
instructed that owners be 
awarded an interim com¬ 
pensation of U25 lakh. 

Final compensation 

For collecting the compen¬ 
sation, residents will have to 


produce the purchase agree¬ 
ment made with the builder. 
Though in some cases, the 
transactional value of the 
apartment was shown as be¬ 
low 125 lakh, the amount 
fixed by the court will be gi¬ 
ven to them. 

The court-appointed 
committee would decide on 
the quantum of final com¬ 
pensation, he said. 

Around 40 apartments 
have been identified to reha¬ 
bilitate the evictees who 
may need the facility. The 
support will be extended for 
a couple of months. 

People residing in nearby 
areas need to be shifted only 
for a few hours if implosion 
method is used. It will also 
be economical, Snehil Ku¬ 
mar Singh, the secretary of 
the Maradu Corporation, 
said. 
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Elephant survives train 
collision in north Bengal 

KOLKATA 

An adult male elephant on 
Friday morning survived a 
collision with a train in West 
Bengal's Jalpaiguri district 
which left the engine of the 
train damaged and the 
engine driver also injured. 

The elephant, which suffered 
injuries stood up and walked 
away a little while later. 

SP workers not allowed 
to meet rape survivor 

SHAHJAHANPUR 

Samajwadi Party workers 
staged a dharna here on 
September 27 after not being 
allowed to meet the jailed 
law student, who has accused 
former union minister Swami 


Chandrayaaris Vilcram had hard landing ; says U.S. space agency 


Its orbiting spacecraft could not get 
clear pictures of the crash site 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BENGALURU 

U.S. space agency National 
Aeronautics and Space Ad¬ 
ministration (NASA) has offi¬ 
cially said moon lander Vik- 
ram had a hard landing and 
that its own orbiting space¬ 
craft could not get clear pic¬ 
tures of Vikram’s crash site 
during its recent flyover. 

NASA on Thursday night 
released a set of hazy images 
of the southern site where 
the lander probably crashed 
on September 7. 


Vikram’s precise location 
eluded the sharp camera of 
the Lunar Reconnaissance 
Orbiter (LRO) when it last 
flew over the probable site 
on September 17. It captured 
a 150-km-wide area in the 
southern lunar highlands 
but the pictures were not 
clear as it was sunset and 
light had faded. 

Shadow effect 

A NASA statement titled, 

‘Obscured in the lunar high¬ 
lands said: “[So] far the 


LROC team has not been 
able to locate or image the 
lander. “It is possible that 
the Vikram lander is hiding 
in a shadow. The lighting will 
be favourable when LRO 
passes over the site in Octob¬ 
er and once again attempts 
to locate and image the 
lander.” 

This was the reconfirma¬ 
tion that the Indian Space 
Research Organisation (IS- 
RO) and the space communi¬ 
ty had awaited to figure out 
where and how the lander of 
the Chandrayaan-2 mission 
had fallen when it attempted 
to touch down on the moon. 

The LRO, orbiting the 


moon since September 
2009, has a camera with 50- 
cm high resolution and goes 
around in an eccentric orbit 
of 20 km x 165 km. 

The remaining Indian or¬ 
biting module has a camera 
with a 30-cm resolution. 

The landing region lies 
between two craters about 
70° south of the lunar equa¬ 
tor and about 600 km from 
its shadowy south pole. 

The orbiting Chan¬ 
drayaan-2 and the LRO rou¬ 
tinely fly over the same spot 
at regular intervals. Images 
from their next flyovers 
could give conclusive infor¬ 
mation, Indian experts said. 



A screengrab of the Chandrayaan 2 Lander Vikram's targeted landing site between two 
craters on the lunar south pole captured by the LRO Camera, -nasa 


An unfinished flight 


Ex-AIADMK councillor held a 



Mangled remains: Remnants of the Cheetah helicopter of the Indian Army that crashed in 
eastern Bhutan on Friday killing an army officer each from Bhutan and India. ■ pti 


10-year sanitation plan to 
focus on waste management 


Chinmayanand of rape. They 
later visited her residence to 
meet her family members, pti 

HC seeks explanation 
from 10 medical colleges 

CHENNAI 

Shocked to hear an allegation 
of 10 self-financing medical 
colleges in the State having 
"sold" 207 MBBS seats for 
hefty sums, the Madras High 
Court on Friday suo motu 
included the colleges as 
respondents to a writ appeal, 
and called for an explanation 
from them. 

Salman Khan skips court 
hearing in poaching case 

JODHPUR 

Actor Salman Khan on Friday 
skipped a hearing in a local 
court here in connection with 
the blackbuck poaching case 
that goes back two decades. 
The sessions court granted 
him exemption from 
appearance for the day's 
hearing, after he cited film 
shooting as reason, pti 

Disgruntled litigant 
' seals 1 judge's chamber 

PALGHAR 

An unidentified person locked 
the judge's chamber at a 
court in Maharashtra's 
Palghar district, as he was 
allegedly being made to run 
from pillar to post to get 
justice. The incident took 
place during lunch recess at a 
court in Vasai. pti 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

With Prime Minister Naren- 
dra Modi set to declare that 
India is completely open de¬ 
fecation free (ODF) on Oc¬ 
tober 2, the Centre has 
launched a 10-year strategy 
to maintain these gains and 
shift focus to solid and liquid 
waste management in rural 


areas of the country. 

“The first priority is to 
sustain the gains of ODF, to 
prevent slipbacks and conti¬ 
nue behaviour change. It 
may be less glamorous, but 
it is essential,” said Drinking 
Water and Sanitation Secre¬ 
tary Parameswaran Iyer. 

Among other things, this 
will entail reaching out to 


“left-behind” households 
who have not been covered 
under the ODF drive. 

The issue came to the li¬ 
melight again when two Da¬ 
lit children in Madhya Pra¬ 
desh were killed while 
defecating in the open ear¬ 
lier this week. Their family 
did not have a toilet despite 
having applied for one. 


fortnight after techie’s death 

Subasri died after an illegal banner, put up by the politician, fell on her 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHENNAI 

A fortnight after the death of 
R. Subasri, a young Chennai- 
based techie, caused by an il¬ 
legal banner, former 
AIADMK councillor S. Jaya- 
gopal was arrested on Fri¬ 
day. He is accused of putting 
up the banner announcing 
his son’s wedding. 

Confirming Jayagopal’s ar¬ 
rest from a hotel in Denkani- 
kottai, Krishnagiri district of 
Tamil Nadu, a senior police 
officer of the traffic wing said 
the accused would be pro¬ 
duced before a magistrate in 
Chennai. A special team was 
formed after his name was 
included in the FIR. The 
team tracked him to Denka- 
nikottai, located near Hosur, 
the officer added. 

CBI official 
writes to PM 
about senior 

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 



S. Jayagopal 


Subasri was proceeding 
on a two-wheeler to her 
house in Nemillichery near 
Chromepet on September 12 
when a banner put up by 
Jayagopal announcing his 
son’s wedding fell on her. 
She fell off the vehicle and 
was run over by a water tank¬ 
er on the Pallavaram-Thorai- 



R. Subasri 

paklcam Radial Road in Pal- 
likaranai. 

While the St. Thomas 
Traffic Investigation Wing, 
which probed the accident, 
arrested tanker driver Ma- 
noj, a case was filed against 
Jayagopal after it was found 
that the accident was the re¬ 
sult of an “unauthorised 


banner” installed on the me¬ 
dian by him. 

Public outrage 

Jayagopal went absconding 
from his house. Even as he 
remained untraceable for a 
fortnight, public pressure 
began to mount on the city 
police for his arrest. 

Cases were filed against 
Jayagopal and his relative 
Meganathan under Section 
304 (II) of the IPC (culpable 
homicide not amounting to 
murder) and by the Pallika- 
ranai police for putting up il¬ 
legal banners under the Ta¬ 
mil Nadu Open Places 
(Prevention of Disfigure¬ 
ment) Act, 1959, based on a 
complaint filed by an official 
of the Greater Chennai Cor¬ 
poration. 


India, Nepal, Bhutan to 
count tigers in high altitudes + 


WEATHER WATCH 


RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY 




TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/lMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS) 

Forecast for Saturday: Heavy to very heavy rainfall likely over 
Bihar, Himachal Pradesh, Gujarat, Uttarakhand, West Bengal, 
Sikkim, Jammu & Kashmir, eastern Madhya Pradesh and Ra¬ 
jasthan, Chhattisgarh, Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi, Uttar 
Pradesh, West Bengal, Jharkhand, Assam and Meghalaya. 


CITY 

RAIN 

MAX 

MIN 

CITY 

RAIN 

MAX 

MIN 

Agartala. 


..33.8.. 

..25.7 

Kozhikode. 

.... 9.5.. 

..32.4.. 

..24.2 

Ahmedabad.... 

.. 52.2.. 

..28.2.. 

..24.0 

Kurnool. 

.. 21.4.. 

..32.7.. 

..22.1 

Aizawl. 


..29.6.. 

..20.6 

Lucknow. 

.. 76.6.. 

..25.1.. 

..23.0 

Allahabad. 

.. 33.1.. 

..25.5.. 

..24.2 

Madurai. 


..32.8.. 

..25.0 

Bengaluru. 


..29.1.. 

..20.2 

Mangaluru. 


..32.0.. 

..23.5 

Bhopal. 

.... 3.4.. 

..29.7.. 

..23.6 

Mumbai. 

.. 28.8.. 

..31.6.. 

..23.8 

Bhubaneswar.. 


..30.9.. 

..23.5 

Mysuru. 


..28.0.. 

..20.2 

Chandigarh .... 

.. 15.3.. 

..31.0.. 

..22.2 

New Delhi. 


..32.6.. 

..25.4 

Chennai. 


..32.8.. 

..26.2 

Patna . 

.. 18.3.. 

..26.0.. 

..24.0 

Coimbatore.... 


..34.0.. 

..23.2 

Port Blair. 


..32.0.. 

..25.8 

Dehradun. 

.. 58.3.. 

..31.6.. 

..21.0 

Puducherry. 


..33.1.. 

..23.8 

Gangtok. 

.... 0.9.. 

..19.4.. 

..16.4 

Pune. 

.... 0.5.. 

..28.3.. 

..22.3 

Goa. 

.. 24.2.. 

..31.3.. 

..23.3 

Raipur. 

.. 10.0.. 

..31.1.. 

..23.8 

Guwahati. 

.. 18.3.. 

..32.0.. 

..22.3 

Ranchi. 

.... 0.3.. 

..26.0.. 

..21.0 

Hubballi. 


..28.0.. 

..21.0 

Shillong. 

.... 8.0.. 

..22.0.. 

..13.9 

Hyderabad. 

.. 89.7.. 

..29.6.. 

..21.1 

Shimla. 


..22.2.. 

..14.8 

Imphal. 

.... 3.6.. 

..28.3.. 

..18.5 

Srinagar. 



..15.2 

Jaipur. 


..32.4.. 

..24.0 

Thiruvananthapuram.. 

.... 3.5.. 

..32.7.. 

..22.4 

Kochi. 

.... 0.6.. 

..31.0.. 

..24.0 

Tiruchi. 


..33.7.. 

..25.2 

Kohima. 

.. 21.2.. 

..23.4.. 

..15.8 

Vijayawada. 

.... 0 . 1 .. 

..31.7.. 

..15.2 

Kolkata. 

....9.8.. 

..30.1.. 

..24.2 

Visakhapatnam. 

.. 17.7.. 

..31.0.. 

..24.4 


(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius) 

Pollutants in the air you are breathing 

CITIES SOz NOz CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE 

Ahmedabad. 97 .94 125 ....66 ...51 ....■ 

Bengaluru.8 .73 .97 - .122 ....■ 

Chennai.7 .16 .72 ....36 - ....■ 

Delhi.5 .64 .27 - .228 ....■ 

Hyderabad.2 .12 .10 ....40 - ....■ 

Kolkata. 10 .38 .23 ....52 ...55 ....■ 

Lucknow. 11 .26 .91 ....16 - ....■ 

Mumbai. 7 .29 .87 ....20 - ....■ 

Pune. 86 ...8 .67 ....26 ...26 ....■ 

Visakhapatnam ..- .53 .40 ....63 .102 ....■ 

Air Quality Code: ■ Poor ■ Moderate ■ Good (Readings indicate average AQI) 
SO 2 : Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, 
making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air 
particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues 
and monuments. 

NO 2 : Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by 
reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters. 

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to 
critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause 
dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death. 

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, 
nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced 
lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature 
death in people with heart or lung disease 


Yesterday 


In observation made at 
4.00 p.m., Ahmedabad, 
Gujarat recorded an overall 
air quality index (AQI) score 
of 125 indicating a 
moderate level of pollution. 
In contrast, Gulbarga, 
Karnataka recorded a 
healthy AQI score of 17 


IITs to offer exit option 
for B.Tech students 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Students of the Indian Insti¬ 
tutes of Technology (IIT) 
who find a B.Tech pro¬ 
gramme too difficult may 
soon be allowed to exit after 
one year into a less stressful 
three-year degree pro¬ 
gramme instead. Offering an 
exit option instead of expul¬ 
sion for academically weak 
students was one of the ma¬ 
jor decisions taken by the 
IIT Council at its meeting on 
Friday. 

The decision to offer an 
exit option to struggling stu¬ 
dents comes in the wake of 
high attrition rates in recent 
years. 

Over the last two years, 
more than 2,400 students 
have dropped out from the 
IITs, although a large num¬ 
ber dropped out of M.Tech 


and Ph.D programmes. 

Almost half of the drop¬ 
outs were from reserved ca¬ 
tegories, that is, students 
from Scheduled Caste, Sche¬ 
duled Tribe and OBCs, ac¬ 
cording to government data. 

Another step aimed at 
helping struggling students 
is to allow students who 
need an extra year to com¬ 
plete their degrees to avail 
of existing scholarships. 
“Continuation of the weaker 
section scholarships for 
slow paced students for one 
additional year beyond the 
regular term of four years” 
was also approved by the 
Council. 

The IITs have also been 
asked to come up with ac¬ 
tion plans to improve re¬ 
search excellence and their 
position in international 
rankings. 


NEW DELHI 

In a letter to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, a Deputy 
Superintendent of Police 
(DSP) in the Central Bureau 
of Investigation’s Interpol 
division has sought the re¬ 
moval of Joint Director (Ad¬ 
ministration) from the 
agency for his alleged role 
in a fake encounter. 

Responding to the letter, 
which is being circulated in 
the social media, a CBI spo¬ 
kesperson said on Friday 
that the alleged fake-en¬ 
counter case was regis¬ 
tered on the Jharkhand 
High Court’s direction on 
October 22, 2018. It per¬ 
tains to a Naxal attack on 
police personnel. 

“The case is with the 
CBI. The matter is under 
investigation. Till now, no 
evidence has surfaced 
against A.K. Bhatnagar, the 
then Inspector-General of 
Police in Jharkhand,” said 
the spokesperson. Mr. 
Bhatnagar is currently the 
CBI Joint Director 
(Administration). 


JACOB KOSHY 

NEW DELHI 

With studies earlier this year 
reporting the presence of 
tigers in high altitude re¬ 
gions in India, experts from 
India, Nepal and Bhutan - 
under the aegis of their go¬ 
vernments - will next year 
begin a detailed assessment 
on how entrenched tigers 
are, in these regions. 

A study jointly conducted 
by experts from three coun¬ 
tries had, in a report this 
month, established that 
there were potentially 52,671 
square kilometres of tiger 
habitat in high altitudes - or 
Himalayan habitats - of In¬ 
dia, Nepal and Bhutan. 
38,915 square kilometres of 
this habitat lay in India. 

While India is home to the 
most number of tigers in the 
world, most of them are fo¬ 
cussed in Central India and 
the Western Ghats. The lat¬ 
est tiger survey, made public 
earlier this year estimated 
2,967 tigers all over India. 

Camera traps laid in se¬ 
lect districts of Uttarakhand, 



Sikkim, North Bengal and 
Arunachal Pradesh to detect 
the presence of tigers in 
higher altitudes found only 
three - two in Sikkim and 
one in Uttarakhand. 

“What we’re not sure of is 
whether these tigers are em¬ 
bedded there or whether 
they have migrated in from 
other parts of the country. A 
more detailed assessment is 
necessary to find this out,” 
said Rajesh Gopal, Secretary 
General, Global Tiger Fo¬ 
rum. (GTF). The GTF is an in¬ 
tergovernmental body that 
coordinates activities on tig¬ 
er conservation. 

In previous years, tigers 


have been reported in Aru¬ 
nachal Pradesh, Uttarak¬ 
hand and West Bengal at ele¬ 
vations of1765m, 3274 m and 
2400 m respectively. Bhutan 
had recorded the presence 
of a tiger at 4,210 m. 

Recording the presence of 
tigers in high altitudes is im¬ 
portant to judge the health 
of the species, as poaching 
and fragmented habitat are 
serious challenges to their 
population growth. 

As part of a “high altitude 
tiger master plan”, gathering 
background information on 
land attributes, ascertaining 
status of protection and en¬ 
gaging local communities in 
tiger conservation is critical. 
Potential high altitude tiger 
landscapes include the Val- 
milci-Chit wan-Annapur na 
(India-Nepal), Manas-Royal 
Manas-Jigme Dorji (India- 
Bhutan); Neora Valley-Torsa- 
Buxa-Phibsu (India-Bhutan); 
Askot-Pithoragarh-Nand- 
haur-Suklaphanta (India-Ne¬ 
pal); and Arunachal-Sikkim- 
bordering Bhutan 

(India-Bhutan). 


NFAI acquires rare footage ofGandhiji 


Collection includes recordings of the immersion ofGandhiji’s ashes in Rameswaram 



Apart from his final days, the collection has documented 
Mahatma's visits to Ahmedabad, Porbandarand Rajkot. 


SHOU MOJIT BANERJEE 

PUNE 

In a fortuitous acquisition of 
great historical value, the 
National Film Archive of 
India (NFAI) has obtained 30 
reels of several hours of 
unedited footage detailing 
several key events from 
Mahatma Gandhi’s life and 
his death. 

This priceless collection 
of 35 mm celluloid footage, 
is almost six hours in 
duration and filmed by 
some of the most renowned 
studios in the world like 
Paramount, Pathe, Warner, 
Universal and British 
Movietone. It also contains 
footage shot by Indian film 
studios like Wadia 
Movietone. 

Prakash Magdum, 
Director, NFAI, said the 


jewel in this treasure trove 
was a rare half-hour footage 
shot in February 1948, 
which details the journey of 
a special train carrying part 
of Gandhiji’s ashes from 
Madras to Rameswaram. 

Other visuals show a 
veritable sea of humanity 


being present at what seems 
to be Marina beach in the 
then Madras city, jostling 
with each other and 
carrying flags and banners 
to pay their last respects to 
the Mahatma. 

“It is indeed a splendid 
discovery for the NFAI and 


that too, happily coinciding 
with Mahatma Gandhi’s 
150th birth anniversary 
celebrations. ” said Mr. 
Magdum. 

Besides the collection 
featuring the Mahatma’s 
meeting with Rabindranath 
Tagore, another reel of great 
historical import consists of 
extensive footage of the 
Mahatma’s voyage on board 
the ocean liner SS 
Rajputana to England to 
attend the second Round 
Table Conference in 1931. 

Another rare set of 
visuals from the collection 
features Gandhiji with his 
second son, Manilal, who 
also served as Editor of the 
Indian Opinion, a Gujarati- 
English weekly publication 
based out of Durban in 
South Africa. 


SHP-Crfter pRPi FOOD 

^risr Em CORPORATION 
f=?nj-|3=r dm OF INDIA 

16-20, BARAKHAMBA LANE, NEW DELHI-110001 


RECRUITMENT NOTICE 

The Food Corporation of India (FCI), one of the largest Public Sector Undertakings 
ensuring the food security of the Nation, invites only ONLINE APPLICATIONS 
for the posts of MANAGER (GENERAL/DEPOT/ MOVEMENT/ACCOUNTS/ 
TECHNICAL/CIVIL ENGINEERING/ELECTRICAL MECHANICAL 

ENGINEERING/HINDI in its Depots and Offices spread all over the Country from 
eligible candidates who fulfil the prescribed qualifications, age, experience etc. 

1. Candidates may apply Online through www.fci.gov.in 

2. For details regarding eligibility criteria, reservation, age, etc., candidates may 
please refer to the detailed advertisement published in 'Employment 
News/Rozgar Samachar' dated 28 th September, 2019 or in the FCI website 
www.fci.gov.in 

3. Submission of Online Application Form will commence from 28-09-2019, 
10:00 Hrs. The last date for Online application is 27-10-2019 till 16:00 Hrs. 


fo| 

CENTRAL COUNCIL FOR RESEARCH IN HOMOEOPATHY 

(An Autonomous Body of Ministry of AYUSH, Govt, of India) 

61-65, Institutional Area, 0pp. D-Block, Janakpuri, New Delhi-110 058 

Ph.: 011-28524415, Website: www.ccrhindia.nic.in 

Advt. No. 18/2019 Date: 28 th September, 2019 

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT - FIELD BOTANIST 

The Council invites applications for the post of Field Botanist as per following details: 

Name of post 

Field Botanist 

No. of post 

01 (one)-Unreserved 

Scale of Pay 

Level-6 of the Pay Matrix (Pre-revised PB-2, 
?9,300-34,800, Grade Pay U, 200/-) 

Age Limit: 

25 years 

Educational and 
other qualification 

(i) M.Sc. in Botany from a recognized University. 

(ii) Aptitude for Research. 

Last Date 

28 th November, 2019 

Detailed advertisement, including application form, is available at the website 
of the Council, namely, www.ccrhindia.nic.in. Asst. Director (Admn) 
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Not their business 


The OIC achieved little other than pleasing 
Pakistan through its Kashmir pronouncements 

T he statement issued by the Organisation of Islam¬ 
ic Co-operation’s Kashmir Contact Group calling 
on India to “rescind its actions revoking Article 
370”, among other stipulations, may not even be worth 
the paper it is written on. If it has a dubious relevance, it 
is one that allows the Pakistan Prime Minister Imran 
Khan to sell the theory back at home that his trip to 
New York, focused on Kashmir, has met with some suc¬ 
cess. From the mid-1990s, when this Contact Group 
was formed, it has issued several statements on behalf 
of Pakistan, which happens, not surprisingly, to be a 
member, as does Turkey, Niger, Azerbaijan and Saudi 
Arabia. The Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed Bin Sal¬ 
man had Imran Khan flown on his private jet to Saudi 
Arabia for a two-day visit before speeding him on the 
same plane to New York and the UNGA. It is also no 
coincidence that OIC is headquartered in Jeddah and 
receives its financial raison d’etre from its chief bene¬ 
factor, Saudi Arabia. Further, though it boasts of a 
membership of 57 countries, its influence on world af¬ 
fairs has always been marginal. It is also extremely 
doubtful if the statement issued by the Contact Group 
reflects faithfully the national positions of the indivi¬ 
dual member states. The United Arab Emirates, for in¬ 
stance, conferred the Order of Zayed, its highest civilian 
award on Prime Minister Narendra Modi, more than a 
week after New Delhi’s moves on Article 370, and de¬ 
clared that Kashmir was India’s internal matter. 

The OIC’s record of conflict resolution when it comes 
to issues between OIC member states is poor. In practi¬ 
cal terms, its fatuous attempts to meddle in Kashmir, in¬ 
cluding by appointing a so-called special envoy on Jam¬ 
mu and Kashmir, have amounted to nothing. The 
organisation, constituted on religious lines, but seeking 
to fulfil geopolitical interests, needs reforms from with¬ 
in. It could begin by asking Pakistan to change its state 
policy on terrorism. Imran Khan did admit at various 
fora that Pakistan had backed entities such as the al- 
Qaeda, but he should ensure that Pakistan abjures sup¬ 
port to Kashmir-centric groups such as the Jaish-e-Mo- 
hammed and the Lashkar-e-Taiba. It serves no useful 
purpose for the OIC to paint Kashmir in communal and 
religious political colours. India, though not a part of 
the OIC, has the second largest numbers of Muslims in 
the world, perhaps more than Pakistan and some of its 
most ardent backers put together. The OIC would do a 
lot better if it did something useful to better the lot of its 
members or mediate between warring Saudi Arabia 
and Yemen, for instance. In the meanwhile. New Delhi 
must demonstrate to the world that its new Kashmir 
policy is in the larger interest of all Kashmiris. 

Running for President 

A second Premadasa is against a second 
Rajapaksa in race for Sri Lanka’s presidency 

I n fielding Sajith Premadasa, Sri Lanka’s United Na¬ 
tional Party (UNP) has chosen arguably its strongest 
candidate to take on former Defence Secretary Gota- 
baya Rajapaksa in the presidential election to be held 
on November 16. The party chose to back the claims of 
Mr. Premadasa, its deputy leader, over those of Ranil 
Wickremesinghe, its leader and the Prime Minister. The 
party may have reckoned that Mr. Premadasa, son of 
the late President Ranasinghe Premadasa, with a li¬ 
neage not drawn from the urban elite, is its best bet 
while facing Mr. Gotabaya, a rival from another Sinha¬ 
lese political family from the same southern region. 
The latter has the image of a strongman who guided the 
armed forces, as defence secretary, to victory over the 
separatist LTTE, and the UNP may need all the grass¬ 
roots support that Mr. Premadasa can mobilise to re¬ 
capture the presidency it lost in 1994. For Mr. Wickre¬ 
mesinghe, it will be the third consecutive election in 
which he has had to step aside from the contest in fa¬ 
vour of another. In the 2015 election, as part of a grand 
opposition plan to unseat Mr. Rajapaksa, he backed 
Maithripala Sirisena, who recorded a historic victory 
on the promise of good governance, economic revival 
and ethnic reconciliation. 

It is quite uncommon that the battle lines in a presi¬ 
dential election appear to be drawn even before it is 
known whether the incumbent will seek re-election or 
his party will field a candidate. In recent times, Presi¬ 
dent Sirisena has been marginalised in the political are¬ 
na, and his Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP) is no more 
the organisation it was in its heyday. He has had a bitter 
parting of ways with Mr. Wickremesinghe, even though 
both have shared power for nearly five years. Last year, 
the president ousted Mr. Wickremesinghe from his 
post, but the courts reinstated him. Former President 
Mahinda Rajapaksa, who cannot run for president now 
because he has already completed two terms, has 
walked away with a significant part of the SLFP’s sup¬ 
port base, and leads the Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna 
(SLPP). He has fielded his brother, Gotabaya Rajapaksa, 
on its behalf. It will be primarily a contest to win the 
support of the majority Sinhalese. The leftist Janatha Vi- 
mukti Peramuna has chosen its leader Anura Dissa- 
nayake as its candidate, whose prospects may not be 
high, but can make a dent in the vote share of the two 
principal candidates. Lost in the perennial jockeying 
for power is the promise of abolishing the executive 
presidency, something that has been heard for the last 
25 years. Sri Lanka will be holding one more election 
for the post, even while the idea of scrapping it remains 
a key issue. That there is no sign of the promised inclu¬ 
sive Constitution for the multi-ethnic country is anoth¬ 
er disappointing feature of recent Sri Lankan history. 



The top court and a grave of freedom 

The corpus of judgments by the highest court is replete with cases where the bogey of security has trumped basic rights 



SUHRITH PARTHASARATHY 


T he most powerful court in 
the world? A protector of 
fundamental rights? One’s 
heart sinks. There are scores of 
shibboleths that need dispelling in 
India, but foremost among them is 
the notion that the Supreme Court 
acts, in the words of its second 
Chief Justice M. Patanjali Sastri, as 
a “sentinel on the qui vive”. 

Rights in Kashmir 

If the court’s handling of the cases 
concerning the unending suspen¬ 
sion of human rights in Jammu 
and Kashmir should tell us anyth¬ 
ing it is this: freedom is of dispen¬ 
sable merit. Nothing else can ex¬ 
plain the court’s disdain for the 
writ of habeas corpus, which has 
now been stripped of all meaning, 
and the court’s dogged refusal to 
so much as review the prevailing 
suspension of liberty in the region, 
simply because “security matters” 
are involved. Yet, for some reason, 
even otherwise sagacious com¬ 
mentators continue to place spe¬ 
cial faith in the judicial process. 
They see the condonation of the 
continuing wrongs inflicted in J&K 
- including the judges’ failure to 
account for the practical freezing 
of the J&K High Court’s function¬ 
ing - as a mere aberration. But 
when we probe deeper what we 
see is a court that has so often in 
the past been a grave of freedom. 

Ordinarily, when we think 
about the Supreme Court and its 
record in preserving civil liberties, 
our collective minds hark back to 
the dark days of the Indira Gandhi- 
imposed Emergency. Then, the 
court’s status as a check on demo¬ 


cratically obtained authority 
reached its nadir, when it ruled in 
ADM Jabalpur v. Shivkant Shulcla 
that fundamental rights could be 
validly negated during a period of 
the Emergency. But this judgment 
is scarcely an outlier - it is merely 
an extreme exposition of the 
court’s default frame of mind. 

Faulty trade off 

Throughout history the court has 
consistently seen individual liber¬ 
ty as an expendable value. Its cor¬ 
pus of judgments is replete with 
cases where it has allowed the bo¬ 
gey of security to trump freedom. 
That such a trade-off is neither 
constitutionally mandated nor 
rooted in a logic of the rule of law 
has barely placed any constraints 
on the court. This has meant an 
upholding of a plethora of legisla¬ 
tion, including The Preventive De¬ 
tention Act, 1950; The Armed 
Forces (Special Powers) Act, 1958 
or (AFSPA); Maintenance of Inter¬ 
nal Security Act, 1971; The Terro¬ 
rist and Disruptive Activities (Pre¬ 
vention) Act, 1985, or TADA; and 
The Prevention of Terrorism Act, 
2002. Although some of these sta¬ 
tutes have since been repealed, 
each of them allowed, among oth¬ 
er things, the political executive of 
the time to define and cite “secur¬ 
ity of the state” as a legitimate rea¬ 
son for limiting a citizen’s rights. 
As Ujjwal Kumar Singh has argued, 
these judgments have resulted in 
the exception becoming the norm, 
and in the creation of a seemingly 
permanent state of emergency. 

The groundwork for this re¬ 
cord, however, was laid at the very 
founding of the Supreme Court. 
Today, we are prone to offering en¬ 
comiums to the court’s earliest 
years, but nowhere is its inherent 
and deeply felt distrust of funda¬ 
mental freedoms more apparent 
than in its first big constitutional 
verdict. 

The year was 1950, and the 



communist leader A.K. Gopalan, 
who had been detained without 
trial, even after Independence, 
was incarcerated under a freshly 
minted Preventive Detention Act, 
a legislation that was passed hot 
on the heels of the Constitution’s 
inauguration. Supporting the sta¬ 
tute, the state cited Article 22, 
which provided, among other 
things, a set of procedural guaran¬ 
tees to persons detained pre-emp¬ 
tively. But what the government 
failed to see was that the provision 
was primarily incorporated to en¬ 
sure that even those persons con¬ 
fined in exigent circumstances 
were entitled to a set of basic 
rights. 

The article, it ought to have 
been clear, hardly provided a carte 
blanche to Parliament permitting 
it to legislate and allow for preven¬ 
tive detention on arbitrary 
grounds. Indeed, as M.K. Nam- 
byar, who represented Gopalan in 
court, argued, “no amount of fine 
phrasing could disguise the fact 
that preventive detention without 
trial is utterly repugnant to the un¬ 
iversal conscience of civilized 
mankind”. 

But the court endorsed the law. 
It saw the Constitution’s provision 
of a framework for preventive de¬ 
tention as a parliamentary licence. 
What is more, even more damag- 
ingly, the court held that the gua¬ 
rantee of a right to life and perso¬ 
nal liberty under Article 21 could 
be denied so long as there existed 


a validly enacted piece of legisla¬ 
tion. To the majority on the court 
(which included Justice Sastri), the 
various freedoms that Article 19(1) 
guaranteed - such as the rights to 
freedom of expression, freedom of 
assembly and the freedom to 
move freely throughout India - 
were simply not available to a per¬ 
son detained under a penal law. 
Therefore, in its belief, the state 
had no obligation to show the 
court that a statute providing for 
preventive detention was other¬ 
wise reasonable and grounded in 
one of the constitutionally stated 
exceptions. The upshot was catas¬ 
trophic: the court had effectively 
held that so long as a law providing 
for preventive detention con¬ 
formed to the procedural require¬ 
ments of Article 22, it could man¬ 
date confinement without trial on 
any arbitrary basis. 

A disconnect 

This idea, that fundamental rights 
exist in a silo, has since been over¬ 
ruled in R.C. Cooper’s case (1970). 
But the court’s ostensible change 
in attitude has not translated into 
actual rulings limiting the govern¬ 
ment’s ability to detain people 
without reason. Quite to the con¬ 
trary, the rationale employed in 
the judgment in Gopalan was ap¬ 
plied when the court upheld the 
Maintenance of Internal Security 
Act, or MISA, a few years later in 
Haradhan Saha (1974). The Consti¬ 
tution, the court wrote there, con¬ 
ferred rights under Article 19, but 
it also “adopted preventive deten¬ 
tion to prevent the greater evil of 
elements imperilling the security, 
the safety of a State and the wel¬ 
fare of the Nation”. 

Gopalan’s logic persisted 
through the ensuing decades 
when the court upheld the TADA 
and the AFSPA, respectively, in 
Kartar Singh (1994) and in Naga 
People’s Movement of Human 
Rights (1997). In the former, a di¬ 


vided bench found little wrong 
with allowing custodial confes¬ 
sions to be considered admissible 
as evidence. In the latter, the court 
granted to the government a war¬ 
rant to extend and apply the legis¬ 
lation with impunity to any area 
designated as “disturbed” for any 
unlimited period the government 
thought fit. 

The ritual burying of Gopalan 
has, therefore, had little practical 
consequence. Despite the ostensi¬ 
ble change in the law, the court 
has continued to uphold statutes 
that treat basic civil liberties as a 
trifling inconvenience merely be¬ 
cause they deal with a special class 
of offences. As Justice R.M. Sahai 
noted in his dissenting opinion in 
Kartar Singh, the court has effec¬ 
tively taken the “law back once 
again to the days of Gopalan”. 

Almost a template 

That the Constitution requires 
pursuance cannot be doubted. 
The Supreme Court, even in re¬ 
cent times, has intervened to re¬ 
suscitate some of the document’s 
most foundational guarantees. 
Notably, in ICS. Puttaswamy 
(2017), a nine-judge bench unani¬ 
mously ruled that a promise of a 
right to privacy is embedded in Ar¬ 
ticle 21. There, in his concurring 
opinion. Justice R.F. Nariman af¬ 
firmed, among others. Justice Fazl 
Ali’s dissenting opinion in Gopa¬ 
lan, the foresight of which, he 
held, “simply takes our breath 
away”. Yet, as we have seen time 
and again, when the stakes are at 
their highest the Supreme Court 
reverts to type, bringing to mind 
Sir Edward Coke’s aphoristic ap¬ 
peal in the House of Commons for 
the Petition of Right: “Shall the sol¬ 
dier and the justice sit on one 
bench, the trumpet will not let the 
crier speak.” 


Suhrith Parthasarathy is an advocate 
practising at the Madras High Court 


As Xi comes a-calling, a footprint without traction 

Nepal will gain little from China’s outreach unless there is a recalibration in its long-term vision of development 



SUJEEV SHAKYA 


E arlier this week, on Septem¬ 
ber 24, in a two-day event at¬ 
tended by the top brass of 
the ruling Nepal Communist Party 
(NCP) which included the Prime 
Minister, a memorandum of un¬ 
derstanding (MoU) was signed by 
the NCP with the Communist Par¬ 
ty of China. Signed on the side¬ 
lines of the programme, “Commu¬ 
nist Party of China’s Opinion 
about Xi Jinping Thought and Ide¬ 
ological Discussion between Nepal 
Communist Party and Communist 
Party of China”, it was in prepara¬ 
tion for the visit of the Chinese 
President, Xi Jinping in October, 
his first since assuming presidency 
in 2013. The last time a Chinese 
President visited Nepal was 23 
years ago, in 1996. 

Looking north 

In August 2014, when the Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi had 
visited Nepal, Kathmandu shut to 
welcome him. It was called a his¬ 
toric visit by an Indian Prime Mi¬ 
nister after more than a decade- 
and-a-half. It felt as if the India-Ne- 
pal relationship would undergo 
changes as a number of sops were 
announced. Less than a year later, 
when a big earthquake struck Ne¬ 
pal, India was quick to respond 


with help and relief materials. This 
made everyone feel that the 
changes in ties were for real. But 
months later, India which was dis¬ 
satisfied with the Nepal Constitu¬ 
tion imposed a blockade that 
changed the perception about Mr. 
Modi and India forever. It was an 
act that alienated a whole genera¬ 
tion of Nepali youth, and Nepali 
leaders played the nationalism 
card to reach out to China. Chi¬ 
nese interest grew after the earth¬ 
quake and the blockade. With the 
announcement of the Belt and 
Road Initiative (BRI), exchanges 
and interactions between the two 
countries grew. Nepal signed 
agreements with China to ensure it 
was not “India locked”, in turn 
opening transit and trade oppor¬ 
tunities through its northern bor¬ 
der. 

Inertia in reaching out 

Nepal, in its nearly 70-year jour¬ 
ney after the Rana autocracy end¬ 
ed in 1950, has yet to leverage its 
bilateral or multilateral ties. From 
the days of the Shah kings who 
ruled directly till 2006 to the cur¬ 
rent form of a federal democratic 
republic, Nepal’s engagements 
with the outside world have been 
more of theatrics, speeches and 
little action. After the 2015 earth¬ 
quake, China, India and other 
countries pledged approximately 
$4-billion for reconstruction; India 
pledged more funds, but Nepal 
has been tepid in utilising these 
funds. Scouring for grants remains 
key while there has not been much 
traction on agreed projects being 



implemented. It has never been 
about seeking investments and get 
into a partnership model such as 
what Bangladesh has been able to 
do successfully with both China 
and India. 

With a strong patriarchal and 
feudal culture embedded in Hin¬ 
duism, rituals dominate Nepali 
life. With people from the Bahun 
(Brahmin) community dominating 
the bulk of leadership in politics 
and bureaucracy, there is much 
emphasis on rituals rather than an 
understanding of the deeper is¬ 
sues. Therefore, there is little ex¬ 
pectation about the upcoming vi¬ 
sit apart from keeping nationalism 
alive from an electoral point of 
view: in general about creating 
doubts about India to making anti- 
India statements. 

Nepali politics 

The biggest feature of the Nepali 
communist ignored by parachute 
analysts is that communism to Ne¬ 
pal came through Calcutta and not 
straight from China. Therefore, 
what we see in Nepal is the West 
Bengal version of communism 
rather than a Chinese one. First, 
the communist movement like the 


one in West Bengal has been about 
multiple factions that keep split¬ 
ting and coming together rather 
than it being about one single and 
unified party. At one point in time, 
people had lost count of how ma¬ 
ny communist parties in Nepal 
were overground and under¬ 
ground. 

Second, the communist move¬ 
ment in both India and Nepal has 
been about rent-seeking on posi¬ 
tions and selling rhetoric and hy¬ 
pocrisy. It has been about talking 
about Red Book during the day 
and on other diametric subjects la¬ 
ter. This is in stalk contrast to the 
Chinese societal model of hard 
work and encouraging entrepre¬ 
neurial pursuits. 

Third, Nepali communists, es¬ 
pecially the former insurgents, 
still talk about Mao and the Maoist 
ideology. In China, Mao is a word 
best avoided and is jarring for the 
current key leadership. Finally, in 
China, over the years, when a ma¬ 
jority group within the party de¬ 
cides on an issue, people with op¬ 
posing views accept the decision 
and do not challenge them in the 
future. You can debate on an issue 
but after a decision is made, you 
abide by it. Nepali communism 
has been about continuous infight¬ 
ing and creating fiefdoms rather 
than accepting an individual’s lea¬ 
dership. 

The recent rise of the Nepali 
communist has been due to the 
empathy of and support from the 
Communist parties of India that 
were part of the United Progres¬ 
sive Alliance. The Maoists, while 


underground, received tacit sup¬ 
port. With the communist parties 
in India in disarray now, the Nepali 
communist leaders are looking for 
options. With the co-chair of the 
NCP, Pushpa Kamal Dahal, in line 
to succeed Prime Minister K.P. 
Sharma Oli, other leaders such as 
Madhav Nepal and Jhala Nath Kha- 
nal who became Prime Ministers 
earlier with Indian support are try¬ 
ing to look for options in China. 

While Chinese engagement in 
Nepal has increased post the BRI 
phase and with revamping of out¬ 
reach policies, those backing the 
few projects with Chinese invest¬ 
ments have not been happy with 
the government as they now face 
the same problems that other in¬ 
vestors are experiencing. Foreign 
direct investments to Nepal are 
low and the way government has 
functioned does not really encour¬ 
age large Chinese investors to look 
at Nepal seriously enough. The in¬ 
crease in Chinese businesses in 
Nepal has remained mostly low le¬ 
vel examples being operations in 
hotels and restaurants. Till there is 
a complete recalibration in Nepal’s 
long-term vision of development, 
a willingness to implement inves¬ 
tor-friendly policies and enable 
concrete steps towards efficiency. 
President Xi’s visit will be once 
again be one made by a “friendly 
neighbour or cousin”, who brings 
some gifts, exchanges pleasantries 
and then moves on. 


Sujeev Shaky a is Chair of the Nepal 
Economic Forum and the author of 
‘Unleashing Nepal’ 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Letters emailed to letters@thehindu.co.in must carry the full postal address and the full name or the name with initials. 


Childhoods lost 

The slew of reports 
regarding the violation of 
child rights in Jammu and 
Kashmir are indeed 
worrisome. The atrocities 
that are being inflicted 
upon the children amount 
to the most brutal form of 
child abuse. Gandhiji said, 
“If we are to teach real 
peace in this world... we 
shall have to begin with the 
children.” 

It is shameful and an irony 
that at a time when the 
nation is celebrating the 
150th anniversary of the 
Mahatma, such misconduct 
and anarchy prevails in our 
own backyard (Editorial 
Page, “Childhoods lost in 
troubled paradise”, 
September 27) 


L. Prasad, 

Kalyan, Maharashtra 



■ The situation in Jammu and 
Kashmir is worrying. Even 
though the government may 
have justified the lockdown 
of 50 days citing security 
reasons, independent 
reports on human rights 
cannot be ignored. The data 
on children and the total 
population as such being 
affected by mental trauma 
are alarming. Lack of access 
to proper health care, locked 
down schools and Internet 
blockage cannot be glossed 
over as those affected 
include children and women. 
The government will have to 
make sure the availability of 
basic needs. The judiciary 
needs to take note. 

Ahmad Hussain, 

Mangaluru 

■ The article is an eye-opener 
for the rest of India. It is not 



only physical torture but the 
serious long-term mental 
torture that will probably 
create another class of 
Kashmiris who can be easily 
radicalised. The havoc that is 
waiting to happen will be 
very fatal for India. The gross 
violation of human rights in 
the cases of these young 
children must be taken 
seriously. We should not be 
carried away by ultra 
nationalism. What is the 
government trying to do? 
Erase a complete generation 
from the pages of 
history?The Kafkaesque fear 
that every Kashmiri keeps in 
his mind will never be in 
favour of India. By doing 
this, the government is only 
further alienating a whole 
generation.This will also 
encourage Pakistan to 
further complicate the 



Kashmir issue.The rest of 
India needs to highlight the 
abuse of basic rights. 

Durga Prasad Dash, 

Berhampur, Odisha 

India’s legacy 

The writer of the letter 
(“Letters to The Editor”, 
Award for Modi’, September 
27) needs to ponder over the 
tone and language of 
utterances of the Prime 
Minister and the right wing 
when it comes to the legacy 
of India of the last 70 years. I 
wonder why the political 
opposition to Jawaharlal 
Nehru should descend to the 
level of unrelenting hostility 
that seeks to discredit and 
delegitimise his actions no 
matter what the 
international opinion has 
been on his policies such as 
atomic energy, space 


science, irrigation dams, 
science and technology and 
pioneering education. The 
letter writer says there are 
“unsubstantiated and 
indefensible theories about 
the perceived loss of liberty”, 
which according to him, it is 
a “demonstration of 
intolerance”. How far it is 
from the truth. Has the letter 
writer also forgotten the 
hostile environment in which 
large sections of the media 
function? 

D.M. MOHUNTA, 

Chennai 

Verdict and complexes 

Justice appears to have been, 
at least partly done, in the 
Maradu flats demolition case 
as the top court has ordered 
interim compensation to the 
flat owners. Right from first 
order, the innocence of 


buyers, when compared with 
the builders, bureaucrats 
and politicians, was 
highlighted but did not seem 
to have got the attention of 
the judiciary. How far the 
order to pay the amounts 
using the builders’ accounts 
would get final legal sanction 
must be watched. The roles 
of politicians are sure to 
surface in due course. The 
government, if experience is 
anything, cannot be 
expected to take an impartial 
and bold stand. If the 
developments lead to the 
demolition of illegal 
constructions and an end to 
any unholy builder- 
bureaucrat-politician nexus, 
that would be welcome. 

P.R.V. RAJA, 

Pandalam, Kerala 

MORE LETTERS ONLINE: 

www.hindu.com/opinion/letters/ 
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A summer of discontent 

Six months since the protests in Hong Kong began, young Hongkongers are in no mood to negotiate and Beijing refuses to budge. Ananth Krishnan reports 
on the hopes and concerns of a deeply divided city in a country with two seemingly irreconcilable systems 



Hundreds of protesters stormed the Legislative Council in Hong Kong on July 1,2019, the 22nd anniversary of Hong Kong's handover to China. (Below): Anti-government 
protests in Hong Kong in August, -getty images 


O n July 1, the 22nd anniversary of 
Hong Kong’s handover to China, 
half a million Hongkongers 
marched through the streets of the re¬ 
gion, calling for democracy. The protest 
was largely peaceful for much of the 
day, but by evening it began descending 
into chaos. Two weeks earlier, on June 
16, more than a million Hongkongers 
had taken to the streets (protest organis¬ 
ers claimed that an astonishing two mil¬ 
lion people had turned out in a city of 
seven million residents, while the police 
claimed it was less than half a million). 

Beijing has described this summer’s 
protests as the biggest challenge to its 
rule since 1997, when the former British 
colony returned to China. The imme¬ 
diate trigger for the protests, which first 
began in April, was an ill-conceived ex¬ 
tradition bill that would allow Hong 
Kong to repatriate fugitives to the main¬ 
land, Taiwan and Macau, with which it 
does not have extradition treaties. The 
move was a response to a case in Taiwan 
where a Hongkonger was accused of 
murdering his girlfriend. For many in 
Hong Kong who worry about a gradual 
erosion of the ‘one country, two sys¬ 
tems’ model which gives Hong Kong a 
high degree of autonomy, this was the 
straw that broke the camel’s back, per¬ 
ceived as giving Beijing an entry past the 
firewall that has insulated the Hong 
Kong Special Administrative Region 
(SAR) for the past 22 years. 

By the time evening descended on Ju¬ 
ly 1, the anti-extradition bill protests had 
snowballed into something larger. The 
protesters were calling for five de¬ 
mands: besides the complete withdra¬ 
wal of the bill, they wanted a retraction 
by the government terming the protests 
a riot; exoneration of the more than 
1,400 people arrested till date since the 
protests began; an independent inquiry 
into police actions and the use of exces¬ 
sive force; and, most importantly, un¬ 
iversal suffrage and direct elections to 
choose the Hong Kong Chief Executive 
and 70 members of the Legislative 
Council (LegCo). 

Under the current system, only half 
of the 70 LegCo members are chosen di¬ 
rectly through geographical constituen¬ 
cies, while the rest are chosen by what 
are called functional constituencies 
which generally represent trade and 
commercial interest groups. Only 1,200 
people vote to choose the Chief Execu¬ 
tive. They are members of an election 
committee that is, again, largely domi¬ 
nated by representatives from commer¬ 
cial bodies and other professionals. In 
short, the system is rigged in favour of 
the establishment. 


CHINA 

Hong Kong 

L® 

0 

Beijing has changed the whole 
concept of‘one country, two 
systems’, [moving away] from 
trusting the Hong Kong people, 
allowing us to be masters of 
our house and enjoying a high 
degree of autonomy which 
they promised to give us in the 
Sino-British Joint Declaration. 

MARTIN LEE 
Hong Kong politician 

on television. Soft-spoken, he is in his 
early 20s. Born to underprivileged pa¬ 
rents, he worked hard through high 
school and thanks to good grades, made 
it into one of Hong Kong’s most presti¬ 
gious universities. A promising career 
awaits, should he choose to pursue one, 
but he appeared uninterested in his ca¬ 
reer prospects. He said he has one thing 
on his mind right now: “Fighting for 
Hong Kong”. Levi was among the first 
groups which had suggested, on July 1, 
to storm LegCo. “We had protested 
peacefully so many times,” he told me. 
“And it got us absolutely nothing in our 
fight. So we decided we needed to do 
something different.” I asked Levi what 
exactly he was fighting for. The answer 
came back immediately: “Hong Kong’s 
independence.” 

Since 1997, even many of China’s fier¬ 
cest critics in Hong Kong and the pan- 
democratic parties never uttered the ‘I’ 
word, only calling for universal suffrage 
and rights under the Basic Law to be 
guaranteed. For the young protesters, 
however, their current slogan is “Liber¬ 
ate Hong Kong, revolution of our 
times!” Levi said, “In my opinion and 
for most of the young protesters I know, 
liberate means one thing only: indepen¬ 
dence.” Independence, in reality, is a 
complete non-starter. But that even a 
minority - and an overwhelmingly 
young one at that - is now uttering the 
‘I’ word should alarm Beijing and the 
SAR government. 

How did it come to this? The general 
feeling in Hong Kong is that for the first 
10 years after the 1997 handover, the 
‘one country, two systems’ model 
worked far better than most expected. 
The Basic Law guarantees most demo¬ 
cratic rights to Hongkongers that were 
denied in the mainland, such as a free 
press and the right to protest. Article 2 
of the law gives Hong Kong “a high de¬ 
gree of autonomy” and “executive, le¬ 
gislative and independent judicial pow¬ 
er, including that of final adjudication”. 
Article 5 states that the “socialist system 
and policies” of the PRC shall not be 
practised and that “the previous capital¬ 
ist system and way of life shall remain 
unchanged for 50 years”. 

There are, however, firm limits, start¬ 
ing with Article 1, which says Hong Kong 
is “an inalienable part of the People’s 
Republic of China”. The territory’s ex¬ 
ternal affairs and defence are handled 
by Beijing, which stations a People’s 
Liberation Army garrison on the island. 
Article 23 says the SAR “shall enact laws 
on its own to prohibit any act of treason, 
secession, sedition, subversion against 
the Central People’s Government”. This 



hasn’t yet been enacted into law, but the 
passing of a national security legislation 
is a particular source of concern for ma¬ 
ny in Hong Kong, given the ambiguity of 
what constitutes sedition or subversion 
in the PRC. 

A model under strain 

This summer’s protests - and the now- 
withdrawn extradition bill - are the 
clearest signs yet that the model is com¬ 
ing under increasing stress. Martin Lee 
is the most well-known pro-democracy 
Hong Kong politician. A barrister by 
training, Lee, 81, helped draft the Basic 
Law in the early 1980s. Lee told me that 
the fundamental reason for the recent 
events is “because Beijing has changed 
its basic policies regarding Hong Kong”. 
“Now,” he said, “they have changed the 
whole concept of ‘one country, two sys¬ 
tems’, [moving away] from trusting the 
Hong Kong people, allowing us to be 
masters of our house and enjoying a 
high degree of autonomy which they 
promised to give us in the Sino-British 
Joint Declaration.” The extradition bill 
would have, in Lee’s opinion, “demol¬ 
ished the firewall and opened the 
door”. It isn’t, however, just about the 
bill. “The Basic Law says the ultimate 
aim is to have universal suffrage, but not 
in the first 10 years from 1997. The idea 
was during that period, Hong Kong 
must develop gradually towards that ul¬ 
timate goal. Now we are in the 23rd 
year. Where is that goal today?” 

That’s not how Hong Kong’s pro-Beij¬ 
ing politicians see it. Choy So Yuk is 
Hong Kong’s representative to the Na¬ 
tional People’s Congress (NPC), which is 
Beijing’s parliament, and from the pro- 
Beijing DAB party (Democratic Alliance 
for the Betterment and Progress of 
Hong Kong). She told me that if demo¬ 
crats like Lee hadn’t stood in the way, 
“there would be universal suffrage to¬ 
day”. She said Lee and the pan-demo¬ 
crats hurt their cause by rejecting Beij¬ 
ing’s offer for universal suffrage. Choy 
was referring to the NPC’s 2014 decision 
to allow direct elections, but with a 
catch - all candidates would first have 
to be approved by more than half of the 
pro-establishment-dominated nominat¬ 
ing committee. It was this decision, re¬ 
jected as fake democracy by many 
young Hongkongers, that led to the 2014 
Occupy Central and Umbrella Move¬ 
ment, which turned out to be the polit¬ 
ical awakening for many young Hong¬ 
kongers, including Levi. 

Shrinking middle ground 

Choy drew a distinction between “prot¬ 
esters” - “maybe 700,000 or a million, 
and their concerns we certainly have to 
address” - and “rioters”, who she said 
are in the few thousands (including. 



presumably, Levi). “The first priority is 
to stop rioters. Until their violence 
stops, it is difficult to take things for¬ 
ward. The problem is a substantial num¬ 
ber of people support the rioters. And 
they have succeeded in dividing society, 
families, couples, close friends, into Yel¬ 
low (pro-democracy) and Blue (pro- 
Beijing). I listen to these stories from pe¬ 
ople I knew as a district councillor. One 
man told me he’s stopped talking to his 
daughter. A second says his sons are 
now fighting, one Yellow and one Blue. 
A third said his entire company staff of 
130 people went to protest. We are com¬ 
pletely divided.” 

With two camps veering to extremes, 
the space for the middle is vanishing, 
said Christine Loh, a former LegCo 
member and under-secretary for the 
environment in the previous govern¬ 
ment. She told me both sides need to re¬ 
examine their positions. “The key point 
is that Hong Kong people need to recon¬ 
cile that Hong Kong is a part of China 
and make ‘one country, two systems’ 
work even better. The Chief Executive 
and her ministerial team have to come 
out and show that they are governing 
Hong Kong. They have been in the 
bunker but it’s time to come out. They 
need much better communication with 
the public, but it seems this is an area 
where the government is seriously defi¬ 
cient. We need new Hong Kong leader¬ 
ship to be more effective in communi¬ 
cating with Beijing that Hong Kong’s 
liberal soul needs nurturing too, but it is 
not ‘anti-China’. The government needs 
to respond to policy concerns, such as 
housing; and it cannot avoid people’s 
desire for electoral reform.” 

Economic concerns 

Hong Kong’s economic problems are 
not driving the protests - and throwing 
money will not fix the political aspira¬ 
tions of the youth. Indeed, I barely 
heard any mention of economic issues 
in conversations with dozens of young 
protesters, many of whom come from 
middle-class families. But problems, es¬ 
pecially housing, are feeding into the 
perception of a system that doesn’t 
work for its people, said economist Ri¬ 
chard Wong at Hong Kong University. 
He drew a contrast with Singapore, 
where 90% of residents own homes, 
many through a public housing pro¬ 
gramme, compared with half in Hong 
Kong. Singapore’s public housing pro¬ 
gramme, Wong said, offers lessons. In 
Hong Kong, one-third of housing is rent¬ 
ed and subsidised, one-sixth is owner¬ 
ship subsidised, and half is entirely priv¬ 
ate, in a territory where private real 
estate developers have historically en¬ 
joyed enormous influence and power. 
Ownership would solve many of the 



problems, Wong said, suggesting all pu¬ 
blic rental housing should be sold at a 
discount, following the Singapore mo¬ 
del, with a waiver of all debt. 

Then there are broader economic 
concerns about the city’s future - and 
the question of its declining importance 
to the mainland. Nearby Shenzhen’s 
GDP surpassed Hong Kong’s for the first 
time in 2018, leaving some to wonder if 
Shenzhen and Shanghai could replace 
Hong Kong. That isn’t going to happen, 
argued economist Chen Zhiwu, and the 
reason is ‘one country, two systems’. 
“Why is Hong Kong so important? Dom¬ 
estic and foreign investors believe that 
Hong Kong’s judicial procedures are 
fair, so all parties can accept Hong Kong 
as a dispute arbitration place when sign¬ 
ing contracts and trade contracts,” he 
said. He pointed out that in 2018,75% of 
China’s $120 billion FDI entered 
through Hong Kong. 

Chen believes Hong Kong’s historical 
role in China’s opening up won’t 
change. “People often ask me, why did 
the Chinese economy grow so fast after 
1978, especially after the ’90s, but In¬ 
dia’s didn’t? I reply, that’s because India 
does not have a Hong Kong. In 1980, In¬ 
dia’s per capita GDP was almost twice of 
China’s. By 1991, it was flat, and today 

Hong Kong people need to 
reconcile that Hong Kong is a 
part of China and make one 
country, two systems’ work 
even better. We need new 
Hong Kong leadership to be 
more effective in 
communicating with Beijing 
that Hong Kong’s liberal soul 
needs nurturing too, but it is 
not anti-China’. 

CHRISTINE LOH 

Former Legislative Council member 

it’s about half of China’s. India suffers 
from not having a free economy and 
free port like Hong Kong to facilitate its 
economy. China is so fortunate to have 
this bridge to the world,” he said. A 
bridge not just for financial capital, but 
human capital that attracted many Chi¬ 
nese to return from the U.S. 

What’s next? 

That is why Beijing is not likely to inter¬ 
vene - at least if the violence remains li¬ 
mited, as it presently is. Hong Kong offi¬ 
cials say that despite Chinese state 
propaganda showing alarming images 
of a build-up of armed police in nearby 
Shenzhen, Beijing had in fact made it 
very clear that this was a mess of the 
SAR government’s making, and it was 
for them to clean up. As long as the SAR 
government felt the situation remained 
under control, Beijing had no appetite 
to intervene with force, which would 
have been disastrous. As much as the 
weekend protests continue to roil the ci¬ 
ty, the protests remain largely well or¬ 
ganised and targeted and haven’t spi¬ 
ralled out of control - yet. There have 
been no deaths, and a fatality would 
mean all bets are off. After every Sunday 
evening’s chaos, the city miraculously 
returns to its avatar as a financial centre 
on Monday mornings, the suits replac¬ 
ing the black shirts on the streets in a 
way that perhaps only Hong Kong can. 

Where does Hong Kong go from 
here? Lee said he sees two possibilities. 
Beijing may want to “squeeze Hong 
Kong and turn it into a Macau”. It would 
wait out the protests, allow the anger to 
dissipate, continue gradually pushing 
the limits of ‘two systems’, all while not 
crossing a line that would hurt its finan- 


Our freedom is eroding. We 
need to protect our home. I 
feel those frontline protesters 
are fighting for me. They bear 
the consequences, they risk 
losing everything. 

GLORIA 

Hongkonger 

cial prospects. This, he said, will meet 
resistance. “I am hoping it will be anoth¬ 
er way - they wake up and say, if I want 
this goose to lay golden eggs, I cannot 
kill it. Universal suffrage is the only way 
of resolving the contraction of having a 
Chief Executive who is, under the Basic 
Law, answerable to Hong Kong and Beij¬ 
ing. How is that possible though, when 
she is not chosen by Hong Kong 
people?” 

I asked him, even if Beijing’s worst- 
case scenario candidate was elected - 
“You mean someone like me?” he joked 
- wouldn’t their power in any case be 
restrained by Article 1? “The Basic Law 
is clear and Beijing has nothing to worry 
about,” he said. “But their answer is 
simple. They want 100% control.” 

It is that perception that’s driving 
young Hongkongers like Gloria, 20, to 
the streets every weekend. Gloria was 
born in the mainland and moved to 
Hong Kong to finish high school. It was 
her schooling that entirely changed her 
notions of democracy and the role of a 
citizen, she said. “I’ve spent most of my 
life in the mainland, but if you ask me, I 
am a Hongkonger first,” she told me. 
“You don’t know what freedom is until 
you feel it. Once you do, you cannot go 
back.” Speaking Cantonese, she said, 
made her feel accepted in a way that 
many mainland immigrants who feel 
discriminated against in Hong Kong do 
not. 

Fear of losing everything 

Gloria described herself as a person 
who scares very easily, but she now 
finds herself in a situation where she is 
not only facing up to police and tear gas 
every Sunday, but in a strange sense, is 
happy to do so. “Being there for me is 
the highest form of happiness I have ev¬ 
er experienced,” she told me. “This 
sense of unity. It is different from the 
small forms of happiness you get from 
daily life. That’s individual happiness. 
But the sense of linking together and be¬ 
coming something larger... I felt it deep¬ 
ly and cannot forget it. You don’t know 
the name of the person who is standing 
next to you on the street, but you know 
we are friends, just by being there, by 
sharing the same values.” Gloria said 
she wholeheartedly supports the “fron¬ 
tline” like Levi and understands why 
they have taken to violence. “Our free¬ 
dom is eroding. We need to protect our 
home,” she said. “I feel those frontline 
protesters are fighting for me. They 
bear the consequences, they risk losing 
everything.” 

There is no question that the senti¬ 
ment that’s driving young Hongkongers 
is deep and pervasive, and isn’t likely 
going anywhere. But what the protests 
will achieve is more difficult to answer. I 
asked Levi where he thinks the protests 
will end up. He conceded they could 
well gather momentum after October 1. 
But he is convinced that the sentiments 
he is fighting for will not go away, and 
that is a worthwhile cause in itself. 

The protesters see their leaderless 
movement as a strength. Leaders can be 
arrested or detained. Levi was critical of 
most of Hong Kong’s politicians, includ¬ 
ing pro-democracy leaders such as Lee 
or Joshua Wong, who emerged as the 
face of the Umbrella Movement. “They 
have been giving us false hopes on ‘one 
country, two systems’,” he told me. The 
only political figures that appeal are the 
most radical ones, such as Edward 
Leung of Hong Kong Indigenous, a pro¬ 
independence and anti-immigrant par¬ 
ty. Levi said the idea of being leaderless 
is that no one can negotiate on their be¬ 
half, so there is no chance for compro¬ 
mise. “It is a compromise that got us 
here in the first place,” he said. 

Journalists like easy narratives: black 
versus white, David versus Goliath, Yel¬ 
low versus Blue. But assessing where 
the protests will end is far from easy. 
Could the protests end up, in some 
sense, undermining what they set out to 
achieve? 

The protesters see compromise as 
anathema to what they stand for. Beijing 
is in no mood to compromise either. If 
anything, the more radical the protests 
get, the more likely Beijing will harden 
its stand, especially as there appears lit¬ 
tle sympathy (and increasingly, little to 
no information) in the mainland. Could 
the protests subside? They certainly 
could. Will the sentiments behind them 
dissipate? That’s harder to answer. So, 
the stalemate endures: one party in 
Beijing in no mood to budge, one move¬ 
ment in Hong Kong in no mood to settle, 
one country with two systems that ap¬ 
pear increasingly irreconcilable, and 
one city, deeply divided. 


Ananth Krishnan is a Visiting Fellow at the 
University of Hong Kong 


Storming of LegCo 

“Five demands, not one less” was the 
chant on July 1. Having made their 
point, most of the peaceful demonstra¬ 
tors began to return home, barring a 
restless crowd that felt unsatisfied. The 
few hundred or so that remained were 
all young, most of them dressed in 
black, their faces masked to protect 
them from the ever-ubiquitous security 
cameras that today dot every major 
world city. By nightfall, this group po¬ 
wered its way past a vastly outnum¬ 
bered police force right into the heart of 
Hong Kong’s political power, the LegCo 
complex. The few remaining riot police 
within the complex fled, leaving the 
group fully in charge over Hong Kong’s 
seat of power. Storming into the cham¬ 
ber, they defaced the People’s Republic 
of China (PRC)’s national emblem and 
tore down the portraits of the current 
and past presidents of LegCo. Portraits 
of those who had served before 1997, 
however, were left untouched. 

The storming of LegCo brought the 
Hong Kong protests to world attention, 
and it was an unprecedented event. 
From the many images of that night - 
from the vandalised central chamber to 
the national emblem covered in black 
paint - one in particular stood out, a 
message spray-painted on to a pillar and 
that went viral. “It was you who taught 
me,” read the message to Hong Kong’s 
leaders, “that peaceful marches are 
useless.” 

The T word 

A few weeks after the storming of Leg¬ 
Co, I sat across the table from the young 
black-clad man who wrote that mes¬ 
sage. By the time I met Levi, as he 
wished to be called, the protests had 
carried on for more than 10 straight 
weekends - this weekend, when mas¬ 
sive protests are planned ahead of the 
70th anniversary of the founding of the 
PRC on October 1, will be the 16th - and 
the several thousand “radicals” had be¬ 
come the global face of the protests with 
their distinctive appearance - all clad in 
black, faces covered with tear gas 
masks, and donning yellow helmets. Ev¬ 
ery weekend, they fought with the pol¬ 
ice, dodging tear gas and rubber bullets 
and hurling Molotov cocktails in res¬ 
ponse. They trashed the metro stations 
of Hong Kong’s famous Mass Transit 
Railway, blockaded roads, and lit fires 
on the streets. 

Levi hardly seemed like the Molotov- 
cocktail pipe-wielding black Ninjas I saw 
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SC orders ?25 lakh each 
in interim relief to owners 


SC unhappy with Ayodhya hearing pace 

Things are not going as per our schedule, says Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi 


You will go on arguing and 
* we will go on hearing till 
my last working day. Today is 
the 32nd day of arguments... 
What is this 

RANJAN GOGOI, 


'»T~* 



“Panchayat seemed to have 
been hand-in-glove with the 
builders. They ought to be 
made liable under someth¬ 
ing like the tort law,” Justice 
Mishra remarked orally, pe¬ 
rusing the affidavit filed by 
the Kerala Chief Secretary 
on the action plan for demo¬ 
lition. 

At one point. Justice Bhat 
wondered whether the pan¬ 
chayat would have the as¬ 
sets to pay compensation 
even if made to share the lia¬ 
bility for the illegal 
construction. 

“Whatever compensation 
we have to pay, we will pay. 
Taking money from the Pan¬ 
chayat will not solve any 
problems,” senior advocate 
Harish Salve responded. 

Mr. Salve said, “the flats 
should never have been 


built. We have now asked 
someone to demolish them. 
The Chief Secretary has gi¬ 
ven a day-to-day action plan 
for the demolition. We have 
informed everybody. Their 
option would be to 
evacuate.” 

Senior advocate Pinaki 
Misra for the residents said 
many had dumped their en¬ 
tire life savings into buying 
their flats. 

“Sixty of the residents are 
over 90 years old... They 
need some solace from this 
court,” Mr. Misra submitted. 

To this, Justice Mishra 
agreed “we have to take 
care of their [the residents’] 
interests. They need a shel¬ 
ter”. 

The court posted the case 
for further hearing on Oc¬ 
tober 25. 


KRISH NADAS RAJAGOPAL 

NEW DELHI 

Chief Justice of India (CJI) 
Ranjan Gogoi betrayed a 
growing sense of exaspera¬ 
tion as the 33rd day of hear¬ 
ing in the Ayodhya dispute 
drew to a close on Friday. 

“Things are not going as 
per our schedule,” he said 
moments before the Consti¬ 
tution Bench rose. The hear¬ 
ing was a half-day affair. The 
Bench rose by 45 minutes 
past noon. 

The usual practice is to 
hear the case till 5 p.m and 
through the weekdays. The 
day starts at 10.30 a.m. and 
the first half of the hearing is 
over by around 1 p.m. The 
Bench reconvenes at 2.15 
p.m. and continues till 4 
p.m. After a 15-minute break, 
the judges reassemble for 
another 45 minutes before 
calling it a day. 

The CJI had urged the la¬ 
wyers to complete their oral 


submissions by October 18. 
This would give the judges at 
least a month to write their 
judgments before Chief Jus¬ 
tice Gogoi retires on Novem¬ 
ber 17. 

However, the court calen¬ 
dar shows an October spot¬ 
ted in red for court holidays. 
There is Dasara from Octob¬ 
er 7 to 12 and later Deepavali 
between October 28 and No¬ 
vember 2. Besides the wee¬ 
kends, October 2 is a holiday. 

The Chief Justice’s com¬ 
ment came when senior ad¬ 
vocate Shekhar Naphade 
said he would need at least 
two hours more for his argu¬ 


ments and the court had so 
far given him only 45 
minutes. 

On Thursday, the CJI 
ticked off some lawyers who 
wanted to intervene in the 
case and argue. “You will go 
on arguing and we will go on 
hearing till my last working 
day. Today is the 32nd day of 
arguments... What is this,” 
he asked those lawyers. 

The Ayodhya case is near 
the half-way mark to the lon¬ 
gest heard case in the Su¬ 
preme Court history— the 
Kesavananda Bharati or the 
Basic Structure case. In that, 
the hearings had spanned 68 


working days from October 
1972 to March 1973. The judg¬ 
ment was delivered on the 
last working day of then 
Chief Justice of India S.M. 
Silcri, who led the 13-judge 
Bench. 

During the Friday hear¬ 
ing, Justice S.A. Bobde, on 
the Bench, said the contrad¬ 
icting claims of both Hindus 
and Muslims about a Ram 
temple buried in the disput¬ 
ed land were based on sheer 
inferences. There was not a 
single eyewitness. 

Justice Bobde said hence 
there was no other way for 
the court to decide which 
claim was true except by 
gauging which side’s guess 
was more reasonable or 
probable. 

ASI report 

Both Justices Abdul Nazeer 
and D.Y. Chandrachud, ho¬ 
wever, reacted strongly to se¬ 
nior advocate Meenakshi Ar- 


ora’s submission that the 
Archaeological Survey of In¬ 
dia (ASI) report of 2003 of a 
massive structure suggesting 
a temple underneath as 
“weak evidence” and a mere 
opinion. 

“You cannot equate the 
Commissioner’s [ASI] report 
with any other ordinary opi¬ 
nion. He conducted it [Ayod¬ 
hya dig] in the delegated po¬ 
sition of the judge,” Justice 
Nazeer addressed Ms. Arora. 

“The inferences [in the 
ASI report] are by cultivated, 
studied minds,” Justice 
Chandrachud said. 

“The court has to weigh 
which inference is more 
probable, reasonable as 
there is no direct proof of a 
temple,” Justice Bobde 
reiterated. 

To this, Ms. Arora asked 
what stopped the court from 
inferring that the structure 
believed to be underneath 
was not a Jain, Buddhist one. 


LDF wrests Pala; BJP 
retains two seats 


Glory of Ayodhya restored, says Adityanath 


U.R CM says the temple town has become what it used to be and there will be no fight in its name 



Swami Vigyanand, founder of the World Hindu Foundation, with U.P. Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath, in Mumbai on Friday. 


N. Hari of the BJP managed 
only 18,044 votes to finish a 
distant third. In the 2016 
election, Mr. Kappan got 
54,181 votes, against 58, 884 
votes for K.M. Mani. The 
BJP’s vote share registered a 
sharp decline as it got 7,690 
fewer votes. 

In the Badharghat As¬ 
sembly seat in Agartala, 
BJP’s Mimi Majumder de¬ 
feated Bulti Biswas, a CPI(M) 
municipal corporation 
councillor, by a margin of 
5,276 votes. Ms. Majumder 
won 44.6% of the votes cast, 
with 20,487 votes. 

However, both the BJP 
and the CPI(M) got fewer 
votes compared to Assemb¬ 
ly elections in 2018. The seat 
had fallen vacant after the 
death of five-time MLA Dilip 
Sarkar in April. 

In U.P., the BJP retained 
the Hamirpur seat that be¬ 
came vacant when the in¬ 
cumbent Ashok Kumar 
Singh Chandel was sen¬ 
tenced to life imprisonment 
in a case of murder. Yuwraj 
Singh of the BJP won with 
38.55% of the votes, secur¬ 


ing 74,409 votes. 

His closest rival. Dr. Ma- 
noj Kumar Prajapati of the 
Samajwadi Party, got 56,542 
votes. 

In Chhattisgarh’s re¬ 
served Dantewada seat, 
former Congress MLA Devti 
Karma strode to victory by a 
margin of 11,192 votes. Ms. 
Karma polled 50,028 votes 
while her nearest rival, the 
BJP’s Ojaswi Mandavi, se¬ 
cured 38,836 votes. 

The Communist Party of 
India (CPI) candidate Bhim- 
sen Mandavi stood third 
with 7,664 votes. 

The death of Ms Manda- 
vi’s husband and sitting 
MLA Bhima Mandavi in a 
Maoist attack in April led to 
the bypoll. Ms. Karma’s hus¬ 
band Mahendra Karma was 
killed in a similar attack in 
2013. 

Close to 60% of eligible 
voters had voted this time. 
In the 2018 Assembly elec¬ 
tion, the BJP had scrambled 
for a toehold in the region, 
with Ms. Mandavi’s husband 
Bhima Mandavi winning the 
election. 


PIYUS H PANDEY 

MUMBAI 

The lost glory of Ayodhya 
has been restored and there 
will be no fight in the name 
of Ayodhya, Uttar Pradesh 
Chief Minister Yogi Aditya¬ 
nath said at the World Hindu 
Economic Forum here on 
Friday, as the State govern¬ 
ment gears to celebrate Dee- 
potsav (festival of lamps) in 
the temple town on October 
26. 

This comes at a time when 
the Supreme Court is likely 
to finish the hearing in the 
Ayodhya land dispute case 
by October and pronounce 
its judgment thereafter. 

‘No more fights’ 

“We have progressed on 
Ayodhya’s development and 
restored its own identity ... I 
would say it has become the 
Ayodhya it used to be and 
there will be no fight in its 
name. It has joined the path 
of development and is pro¬ 


gressing well with its own 
identity. Now, it has got its 
spiritual and cultural identi¬ 
ty by way of Deepotsav,” Mr. 
Adityanath said. 

Last year on Deepotsav, 
over 3 lakh earthen lamps 


■PTI 

were lit on the banks of Sa- 
rayu river, a day ahead of 
Deepavali, a number which 
got registered in the Guin¬ 
ness World Records. 

“Earlier, people used to 
be scared to go to Ayodhya. 


All former Chief Ministers of 
Uttar Pradesh were scared of 
going to two places, Ayodhya 
and Noida. Ayodhya because 
it raises a question mark on 
your secularism, and Noida, 
because it raises a question 


mark on your chair. Since, I 
became the Chief Minister, 
in the past two-and-a-half 
years, I visited both Ayodhya 
and Noida 10 times each,” he 
said. 

Earlier, Swami Vigyana- 
nand, founder of the World 
Hindu Foundation, said, 
“Ayodhya is in the news 
these days. Daily discussion 
is happening in the Supreme 
Court. I will talk on how 
Ayodhya is mentioned in Val- 
miki’s Ramayana. Extending 
along the banks of Sarayu 
river exists the world-re¬ 
nowned city by the name of 
Ayodhya. The great city of 
Ayodhya 96 miles long and 
24 miles wide. Ayodhya is 
graced with extensive high¬ 
ways with properly divided 
roads, which is daily sprin¬ 
kled with water. It had great 
markets with craftsmen. It is 
marked with high-rise build¬ 
ings. It is prosperous and 
happy. It is not what we are 
now...” 



KaLyan Singh 


Charges 
framed 
against Kalyan 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

LUCKNOW 

A Special CBI court in 
Lucknow on Friday framed 
charges against former Ut¬ 
tar Pradesh Chief Minister 
and senior BJP leader Ka¬ 
lyan Singh in the 1992 Babri 
Masjid demolition case. 

The court granted him 
bail on a personal bond of 
t2 lakh. 

Mr. Singh, who was ear¬ 
lier exempted from facing 
trial in the case due to the 
constitutional immunity he 
enjoyed as the Governor of 
Rajasthan, was summoned 
by the court after his te¬ 
nure expired recently. 

Mr. Singh, 87, was rein¬ 
ducted into the BJP earlier 
in September. 

He faces trial under Sec¬ 
tions 153A, 153B, 295, 
295A, 505 and 120B of the 
Indian Penal Code. These 
relate to promoting enmity 
between different groups; 
imputations, assertions 
prejudicial to national-inte¬ 
gration; statements con¬ 
ducing to public mischief; 
injuring or defiling place of 
worship; deliberate and 
malicious acts, intended to 
outrage religious feelings 
and criminal conspiracy. 

K.K. Mishra, defence 
counsel, said Mr. Singh 
would now have to face 
day-to-day trial in the case 
though he would not be re¬ 
quired to appear in court 
personally. 

The Lodh leader was the 
Chief Minister when Hin- 
dutva activists demolished 
the Mughal-era mosque on 
December 6,1992. 

Before appearing in the 
court, Mr. Singh said: “I 
will honour the court, have 
always done that.” 


Pawar cancels visit 
after ED request 


Earlier in the morning, 
workers of the NCP and the 
Congress gathered outside 
the Enforcement Directo¬ 
rate office in south Mumbai 
and Mr. Pawar’s residence. 

Expecting protests, the 
police imposed prohibitory 
orders in south Mumbai. 
The police, since early 
morning, imposed strict na- 
kabandis at all entry and ex¬ 
it points of the city. 

While this was aimed at 
discouraging any suppor¬ 
ters from coming into Mum¬ 
bai to protest outside the ED 
office, it resulted in traffic 
jams. 

NCP MP and Mr. Pawar’s 
daughter Supriya Sule 


tweeted that truth always 
prevails and thanked party 
workers and leaders who 
came from all over the State 
to support him. 

Maharashtra NCP chief 
Jayant Patil said the BJP-led 
State and Central govern¬ 
ments were ‘targeting’ his 
party leader frightened by 
the response to his rallies 
during the poll campaign. 

Mr. Raut said, “His name 
is not even mentioned in the 
complaint on which the 
High Court acted. Just be¬ 
cause some of his aides are 
involved, he is being called 
the kingpin. This doesn’t 
come under the purview of 
law.” 


Venkaiah Naidu moots 
bifurcation of SC 


Vice-President 
wants 4 regional 
Benches of the 
court to reduce 
pending cases 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Vice-President M. Venkaiah 
Naidu has suggested bifurca¬ 
tion of the Supreme Court 
and setting up of four region¬ 
al Benches of it to reduce the 
inordinate delay in justice 
delivery in the country. 

Special tribunals 

Mr. Naidu, who is the presid¬ 
ing officer of the Rajya Sab- 
ha, underscored the need to 
revisit the anti-defection 
laws to prevent loopholes 
and set time limits for the 
presiding officers of various 
legislatures to decide on de¬ 
fection matters in quick 



time. 

He recalled several in¬ 
stances of delay in deciding 
on defection due to which le¬ 
gislators subsequently dis¬ 
qualified had completed 
their terms. He suggested 
special judicial tribunals for 
disposing of defection cases 
within six months. 

Speaking at a book release 
function in Delhi, Mr. Naidu 
said, “Standard Operating 
Procedures (SOPs) that limit 
the number of adjournments 
and the timeframe for dispo¬ 
sal of cases by the courts” 
should be evolved. 

Endorsing the recommen¬ 
dation of the Law Commis¬ 
sion to split the Supreme 
Court into a Constitutional 
division and a courts of ap¬ 
peal for speedy disposal of 
cases, Mr. Naidu said the ar¬ 
rangement did not require 
any amendment to the 
Constitution. 



‘ED move against Pawar vindictive’ 

Timing of this action reeks of political opportunism, says Rahul 


‘No rift within the clan’ 


15 more I-T officials 
compulsorily retired 

A total of 64 shown the door so far 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Expressing their solidarity 
with Nationalist Congress 
Party (NCP) supremo Sharad 
Pawar, Opposition leaders 
on Friday accused the 
Centre of “harassing and tar¬ 
geting” him over an alleged 
scam just ahead of the Maha¬ 
rashtra Assembly election 
on October 21. 

Mr. Pawar was named in a 
money laundering investiga¬ 
tion by the Enforcement Di¬ 
rectorate (ED) in connection 
with a scam at the Maharash¬ 
tra State Cooperative Bank. 

On a day when Mr. Pa¬ 
war was supposed to visit 
the ED office “voluntarily” to 
answer ED queries on the 
scam, former Congress chief 
Rahul Gandhi called the ED 
action “vindictive” and took 
to Twitter to extend his sup- 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The government has grant¬ 
ed sanction to the CBI for 
the prosecution of former 
NITI Aayog Chief Executive 
Officer Sindhushree Khullar 
and others in the INX Media 
case. 

Apart from Ms. Khullar, 
the agency had also sought 
prosecution sanction for 
former Secretary to the Mi¬ 
nistry of Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises Anup 
K. Pujari; then Director in 
the Finance Ministry Pra- 
bodh Saxena; and former 
Under Secretary in the De¬ 
partment of Economic Af¬ 
fairs Rabindra Prasad, said 
an official. 

The government had ear- 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

PUNE 

Nationalist Congress Party 
(NCP) chief Sharad Pawar on 
Friday hinted that senior 
leader Ajit Pawar’s sudden 
resignation as Baramati’s 
legislator may have been 
due to his uneasiness on 
seeing the NCP chief being 
named by the ED in a case 
of alleged money laundering 
pertaining to the 
Maharashtra State 
Cooperative Bank. 


port. “Sharad Pawarji is the 
latest Opposition leader to 
be targeted by a vindictive 
government. The timing of 
this action, a month before 
election in Maharashtra, 


lier granted permission to 
the CBI to prosecute former 
Finance Minister P. Chidam¬ 
baram in February. The 
agency arrested him in the 
same case in August. Subse¬ 
quently, Ms. Khullar was al¬ 
so examined. 

FIPB approval 

The CBI has alleged irregu¬ 
larities in the grant of FIPB 
approval to INX Media. It 
had got permission for 
?4.62-crore influx, but it re¬ 
ceived 005 crore from 
three Mauritius-based com¬ 
panies by selling its share at 
a premium. 

INX Media also violated 
rules by down-streaming 
26% of the funds to INX 
News, as alleged. 


Speaking to reporters 
here, Mr. Pawar further 
stressed that there was no 
rift within the Pawar clan 
and refuted suggestions that 
his nephew, Ajit Pawar may 
have quit owing to 
differences of opinion 
prevailing within the party 
and inside the Pawar family. 

“It is not in his nature to 
leave a fight,” he said. Mr. 
Pawar also refuted 
suggestions that Mr. Ajit 
Pawar was being sidelined. 


reeks of political opportu¬ 
nism,” Mr. Gandhi tweeted. 

The Communist Party of 
India (Marxist) accused in¬ 
vestigative agencies such as 
the ED and the (CBI of going 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

KOLKATA 

Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) working president J.P. 
Nadda on Friday targeted 
West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee for her 
alleged opposition to abro¬ 
gation of Article 370 in Jam¬ 
mu and Kashmir and said 
“the time of her govern¬ 
ment is over.” 

“Is her vote bank bigger 
than national interest for 
Mamata Banerjee?” asked 
Mr. Nadda. 

He also criticised Con¬ 
gress leader Rahul Gandhi, 
saying that Mr. Gandhi’s 
statements “were used by 
Pakistan to oppose India in 
the United Nations.” 


after only Opposition lead¬ 
ers. “This is part of the over¬ 
all harassment of Opposition 
leaders while protecting 
leaders of the Bharatiya Jana¬ 
ta Party who qualify to be 
summoned on much graver 
charges,” CPI(M) general se¬ 
cretary Sitaram Yechury told 
The Hindu. 

Communist Party of India 
general secretary D. Raja too 
questioned the timing of the 
ED’s move. 

“This is not a case that 
happened recently. If the ED 
has had proof against Mr. Pa¬ 
war, why did it wake up just 

now after the poll date for 
Maharashtra was an¬ 
nounced,” Mr. Raja asked. 

Lok Sabha member from 
the Bahujan Samaj Party 
Danish Ali said “government 
agencies are being misused 
for political gains.” 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Chief of the Air Staff, Air 
Chief Marshal B.S. Dhanoa, 
who retires on September 
30, on Friday handed over 
the baton of Chairman, 
Chiefs of Staff Committee, to 
the Chief of the Army Staff, 
General Bipin Rawat, the 
Defence Ministry said in a 
statement. 

The ceremony was held 
in South Block. 

Air Marshal R.K.S. Bha- 
dauria will take over as Air 
Force chief from Mr. Dha¬ 
noa, after which Gen. Rawat 
will be the most senior ser¬ 
vice chief. In the present set¬ 
up, the most senior chief 
functions as the Chairman 
of the panel. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The government has ap¬ 
proved the compulsory re¬ 
tirement of 15 more Income 
Tax officials. 

Friday’s decision takes 
the total number of compul¬ 
sorily retired tax officials - 
from both direct and indi¬ 
rect tax departments - to 
64. 

The government had pre¬ 
viously compulsorily retired 
49 senior tax officials in four 
branches. 

Significantly, Prime Mi¬ 
nister Narendra Modi, in his 
Independent Day speech, 
said, “Some black sheep in 
the tax administration may 
have misused their powers 
and harassed taxpayers,” 
but the government would 



Air Chief Marshal B.S. 

Dhanoa handing over the 
baton to the Chief of Army 
Staff Gen. Bipin Rawat. - pti 

In a major decision aimed 
at military reforms and tri¬ 
service integration. Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, in 
his last Independence Day 
address, announced the ap¬ 
pointment of a Chief of De¬ 
fence Staff (CDS) who will be 
above the three chiefs. 


not “tolerate this type of 
behaviour”. 

The latest compulsory re¬ 
tirements ordered are for se¬ 
nior officers, ranging from 
the rank of Deputy Commis¬ 
sioner of Income Tax to Ad¬ 
ditional Commissioner of In¬ 
come Tax, and several 
commissioners of Income 
Tax. 

Bribery, graft cases 
While most of the I-T offi¬ 
cials were caught in bribery 
and corruption cases, one 
notable exception was a 
commissioner-level officer, 
who also indulged in biga¬ 
my, having married a wo¬ 
man without divorcing his 
first wife, according to 
sources aware of the deve¬ 
lopments. 

Confusion 
over recovery 
of Pale drone 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHANDIGARH 

While a senior officer of 
Punjab Police’s Special Op¬ 
eration Cell (Counter Intel¬ 
ligence) on Friday claimed 
to have recovered another 
drone, allegedly used for 
dropping a consignment of 
arms and ammunition 
from across the Indo-Pakis- 
tan border by Pakistan 
based pro-Khalistani terro¬ 
rists, a statement by a pol¬ 
ice spokesperson denied 
the recovery of the drone. 

A government press 
statement, quoting a police 
spokesperson issued late in 
the evening denied that 
any drone has been reco¬ 
vered on September 27. 


CBI to prosecute Khullar 
in INX Media case 


Mamata’s time 
is over: BJP 
working chief 


Rawat takes over as head 
of tri-services committee 
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India must lift ‘inhuman curfew’: Imran 


Modi touts development schemes 



Opposite streams: (Above) Kashmiri Pandits and other Indian- 
Americans in a support rally for Narendra Modi outside the 
UN; and (top) a protest on against the revoking of the special 
status of Jammu and Kashmir, -sriram lakshman 


Pak. PM’s address 
at UNGA focuses 
on Kashmir 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

UNITED NATIONS 

Pakistan Prime Minister Im¬ 
ran Khan on Friday raised 
the Kashmir issue in his mai¬ 
den address to the UN Gener¬ 
al Assembly, and demanded 
that India lift the “inhuman 
curfew” in Kashmir and re¬ 
lease all “political 
prisoners”. 

In his speech that went on 
for about 50 minutes, ex¬ 
ceeding the 15-minute limit 
for UN speeches during the 
general debate, Mr. Khan de¬ 
voted half of his address to 
the Kashmir issue, warning 
that if there was a face-off 
between two nuclear-armed 
neighbours, the consequenc¬ 
es would be far beyond their 
borders. 

Article 370 

Mr. Khan spoke at length 
about India’s decision to re¬ 
voke Article 370 in Jammu 
and Kashmir, and criticised 
the government’s move to 
put in place a communica¬ 
tion lockdown. 

He said India ended the 
special status of Jammu and 
Kashmir, flouting 11 resolu¬ 
tions of the UN Security 
Council, the Simla agree¬ 
ment and its own 
Constitution. 

“What is the world com¬ 
munity going to do? Is it go¬ 
ing to appease a market of 1.2 
billion, or is it going to stand 



Imran Khan 


up for justice and humanity,” 
the Pakistani Prime Minister 
asked. 

“...This is the time to take 
action. And number one ac¬ 
tion must be that India must 
lift the inhuman curfew” in 
Kashmir, he said. “It must 
free all political prisoners,” 
he added. 

Self-determination 

He went on to say that the 
world community must give 
the people of Kashmir the 
right to self-determination. 

Asserting that the situa¬ 
tion in Kashmir will deterio¬ 
rate once India lifts the cur¬ 
few, Mr. Khan said, “You 
hope for the best but be pre¬ 
pared for the worst.” 

He said once the curfew is 
lifted, “there will be a reac¬ 
tion” and India would blame 
Pakistan. 

“Two nuclear-armed 
countries will come face to 
face, like we came in Febru¬ 
ary,” he said, a reference to 
the stand-off between the 
two nations following the 
Pulwama terror attack on an 
Indian police convoy and In¬ 
dia’s subsequent air strikes 
on terror camps in Balakot in 
Pakistan. 


SRIRA M LAKSHMAN 

NEW YORK 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Friday highlighted 
his government’s achieve¬ 
ments in financial inclusion, 
biometric identities, health 
coverage and the Clean India 
Mission, in which over 110 
million toilets had been built 
in five years. 

Addressing the UN Gener¬ 
al Assembly, Mr. Modi de¬ 
clared several targets for the 
next few years. This includ¬ 
ed a nationwide campaign to 
“make India free of single¬ 
use plastic” which was cur¬ 
rently under way and target¬ 
ing eradication of tuberculo¬ 
sis in India by 2025. 

In addition to the deve¬ 
lopment themes he had 
brought up in speeches ear¬ 
lier this week, Mr. Modi reit¬ 
erated India’s leadership in 
the environmental arena, 
and reminded his audience 
that India had one of the 
lowest emissions on a per 
capita basis. 

Solar energy 

Revisiting a theme from his 
address at the Climate Ac¬ 
tion Summit on Monday, Mr. 
Modi declared a target of 
450 GW of solar energy ca¬ 
pacity for India (time frames 
were not provided). 

He invited “all countries 
to join” the Coalition for Dis¬ 
aster Resilient Infrastructure 
- an initiative India has 


launched with countries 
such as the U.K., Australia, 
Fiji and the Maldives to build 
infrastructure resistant to 
natural disasters. 

His speech also included 
references to Mahatma 
Gandhi, and Swami Viveka- 
nanda. He also quoted Tamil 
poet Kaniyan Poongundra- 


naar, saying, “Yadum, Oo- 
ray, Yaavarum Kelir” [we be¬ 
long to all places and we 
belong to everyone]. 

He called Tamil the 
world’s “most ancient” lan¬ 
guage. The government has 
been criticised for promot¬ 
ing Hindi over other lan¬ 
guages. 


India, US. agree to continue trade discussions 

Talks being held are constructive and focused on arriving at a specific package, says American official 


SRIRA M LAKSHMAN 

NEW YORK 

While they could not meet 
the Tuesday deadline to an¬ 
nounce a limited trade pack¬ 
age, India and the U.S. conti¬ 
nue to discuss a limited trade 
agreement. Acting Assistant 
Secretary of State for South 
and Central Asian Affairs, Al¬ 
ice Wells, told reporters in 
New York on Friday. 

Ms. Wells said “concrete 
progress” on a trade deal had 
been made and that “talks 


that are being held are con¬ 
structive” and focused on ar¬ 
riving at a specific package 
that will remove some of the 
irritants in the bilateral trade 
relationship. 

“Trade always involves 
challenges” Ms. Wells said. 
“But it’s against a backdrop 
of rapidly increasing U.S.-In- 
dia trade where bilateral 
trade is up to a $142 billion.” 

Ms. Wells also said U.S. ex¬ 
ports to India had increased 
28% last year. It is now “in¬ 


creasingly a two-way street 
when it comes to trade and 
investment.” 

India and the U.S. had 
hoped to announce a limited 
trade package during the Mo- 
di-Trump bilateral on Tues¬ 
day. That they missed the 
deadline meant some incen¬ 
tive to wrap up a deal was 
lost. However, the two sides 
are seeing if they can still 
come up with something 
more modest than was in¬ 
itially anticipated. 


Commerce Minister Piy- 
ush Goyal, who was in New 
York until Friday, had a 
phone call on Thursday with 
United States Trade Repre¬ 
sentative Robert Lighthizer 
who had returned to Wash¬ 
ington DC, The Hindu had 
learned. The two agreed to 
speak again by phone next 
week, after Mr. Goyal returns 
to New Delhi. 

The trade teams are wran¬ 
gling over price caps on med¬ 
ical devices - this is a particu¬ 


larly challenging area. Also 
under negotiation is some 
form of immunity for India 
from future trade action, if a 
deal is signed. The Hindu has 
learned from sources fami¬ 
liar with the discussions. The 
U.S. considers this a big ask 
from India. 

Regarding ICT (Informa¬ 
tion and Communication 
Technology) products, it is 
unclear whether this sector 
is currently under 
negotiation. 


J&K students hamstrung 
by communication blockade 

Internet kiosks have access only to approved websites 



Logged out: People waiting to access the Internet at a 
government office in Shopian. -vijaitasingh 


NIT to reopen on October 15 


VIJAI TA SINGH 

SHOPIAN 

At an “Internet kiosk” in 
south Kashmir, Mohammad 
Ubair, 34, has been trying to 
download an admit card for 
the past 30 minutes. Mr. 
Ubair, a postgraduate in 
zoology, had applied for an 
online test conducted by the 
Staff Selection Commission 
for a government job. He tra¬ 
velled 10 km from his village 
to the Deputy Commission¬ 
er’s office in Shopian to 
download the admit card. 

“It is frustrating, as the 
server is slow. It takes almost 
an hour to fill one form. I 
missed the CBI exam as 
there was no Internet for 
more than a month anywh¬ 
ere in the vicinity and I 
could not apply on time,” 
said Mr. Ubair clutching a 
plastic folder containing the 
requisite documents. 

He said he was shortlisted 
for the post of security assis¬ 
tant in the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) but could 
not appear for the tests as he 
did not have access to the 
Internet. 

‘Malicious’ posts 

The Kashmir Valley has been 
put under an unprecedent¬ 
ed communication blockade 
since August 5 when Home 
Minister Amit Shah moved 
two Bills to revoke J&K’s spe¬ 
cial status under Article 370 
and bifurcate and the down¬ 
grade the State into two Un¬ 
ion Territories. 

Mobile phone connectivi¬ 
ty and Internet services have 
remained snapped for more 
than 50 days now amid fears 
that Pakistan might fuel un¬ 
rest in the region through 
“malicious” posts on social 
media and other messaging 
platforms. 

To help students, the ad¬ 
ministration has set up Inter¬ 
net kiosks in the offices of 
the Deputy Commissioner in 
all the 10 districts of Kashmir 
division. Mobile Internet has 
been snapped in Jammu re¬ 
gion also, but broadband In¬ 
ternet services are available. 
An official said that at least 
45 Internet-enabled compu¬ 
ters were active in Srinagar 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The National Institute of 
Technology in Srinagar will 
reopen on October 15 after a 
two-and-a-half month 
shutdown, according to 
Higher Education Secretary 
R. Subrahmanyam. “The 


and around 200 in the rest 
of the Valley. 

Most Internet kiosks have 
access to only government- 
approved websites. The Na¬ 
tional Informatics Centre 
(NIC) in Jammu approves the 
list of websites that can be 
accessed on the computers 
installed at the DC office. 

Safety precautions 

At a kiosk in Shopian, search 
engine Google could be ac¬ 
cessed only on three compu¬ 
ters run by government offi¬ 
cials and that was not 
available to the general pu¬ 
blic. 

“The Jammu office moni¬ 
tors all the websites and 
tracks the Internet Protocol 
(IP) addresses that are being 
accessed from computers 
here. Firewalls are in place 
and adequate precautions 
are taken so that the Internet 
is not used for any nefarious 
purposes,” an official said. 

Principal Secretary, Plan¬ 
ning (J&K), Rohit Kansal said 
resources had been dedicat¬ 
ed for use by the public. “A 
large number of students are 
using these [kiosks] for edu¬ 
cational activities such as 
downloading admit cards. 


situation is getting back to 
normal. We consulted with 
the State government, and 
the Chief Secretary gave us 
the go-ahead,” Mr. 
Subrahmanyam told The 
Hindu. The Central 
institution suspended 
classes on August 2. 


accessing scholarship por¬ 
tals and filling forms, among 
other things,” he told The 
Hindu. 

So far, more than 8,000 
students have been assisted 
through the kiosks, Mr. Kan¬ 
sal said. “If we find that 
more facilities are required, 
we will certainly upgrade 
and expand.” 

Shabbir Mushtaq (24), an 
engineering graduate from 
the National Institute of 
Technology, Srinagar, visit¬ 
ed the DC office twice in the 
past two days. 

“The first day, I applied 
online for an exam. Since 
there is no mobile connec¬ 
tivity here, I could not get 
the one-time password on 
my phone. I had to call a 
friend in Delhi and share his 
number in the form to pay 
the fee. It takes almost an 
hour to load a website, 
speed is extremely slow,” 
said Mr. Mushtaq, who had 
come from Herman village, 
14 km away. 

A senior J&K government 
official said in the wake of 
physical limitations, the 
available resources had to be 
distributed among many pe¬ 
ople. 


Pak. request for Hafiz funds 
a sign of transparency: U.S. 


‘Step shows Pak. working towards greater accountability’ 


SUHASINI HAIDAR 
SRIRAM LAKSHMAN 

NEW YORK 

The United States says the 
UN Security Council’s deci¬ 
sion to facilitate funds for 
designated terrorist Hafiz 
Saeed in Pakistan was ac¬ 
tually a “welcome” step, as 
it shows that Pakistan is 
working towards greater 
accountability for its coun¬ 
ter-terrorism efforts as part 
of its commitments at the 
Financial Action Task Force 
(FATF). 

“It’s counter-intuitive, 
but this is actually a posi¬ 
tive step,” U.S. Acting Assis¬ 
tant Secretary of State for 
South and Central Asian Af¬ 
fairs Alice Wells said in rep¬ 
ly to a question from The 
Hindu. 

“Countries are required 
under the obligations of the 
listings that for any UN de¬ 
signated individuals, you 



Alice Wells 


account for whatever mo¬ 
ney flow is permitted, such 
as the family expenses of 
Hafiz Saeed. So actually 
having these submissions 
indicates a level of transpa¬ 
rency and a key require¬ 
ment of FATF,” Ms. Wells 
added, speaking to a few 
journalists on the sidelines 
of the UN General Assemb¬ 
ly on Friday, about U.S. pol¬ 


icy in South and Central 
Asia. 

As The Hindu had re¬ 
ported this week, Pakis¬ 
tan’s move to apply for Ha¬ 
fiz Saeed to access Pakistan 
Rs.1,50,000 per month for 
“family expenses” had fol¬ 
lowed searching questions 
at the FATF’s Asia Pacific 
subgroup in May this year, 
which had asked how more 
than 100 UN-sanctioned 
entities based in Pakistan 
were sustaining 

themselves. 

Pakistan has been trying 
to show its commitment to 
a mandated 27-point action 
plan ahead of the FATF 
plenary October 13-18 this 
year, which will not only 
look at revoking or continu¬ 
ing with Pakistan’s “grey- 
list” status, but could even 
consider blacklisting Pakis¬ 
tan and putting it under 
further financial scrutiny. 


‘Panchsheel must for peace’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Chinese envoy on Fri¬ 
day urged India to follow 
the principle of peaceful 
co-existence as devised in 
the Nehruvian era. 

At a reception to cele¬ 
brate the 70th anniversary 
of the founding of the Peo¬ 
ple’s Republic of China, 
Ambassador Sun Weidong 
said the bilateral relation¬ 
ship had received a new 
boost after the Wuhan sum¬ 
mit last year and differenc¬ 
es were being addressed. 

“The principle of Panch- 




Sun Weidong 


sheel should be followed in 
bilateral relations between 
India and China to ensure 
peaceful coexistence. We 
have some differences but 
those differences are being 



dealt with by special me¬ 
chanisms. Both sides 
should keep making pro¬ 
gress so that our old rela¬ 
tionship can be streng¬ 
thened in the near future,” 
Mr. Sun said at the event or¬ 
ganised by the India-China 
Friendship Association. 

“Relationship between 
our two countries acquired 
new a new spirit after Presi¬ 
dent Xi Jinping and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
met in Wuhan last year and 
ever since our relationship 
has moved ahead,” said the 
Ambassador. 



Indian Institute of Information 
Technology Sd City r Chrttowr 


Revised Tender Notice 

HIT Sfi City. Chiltopr. Andhra Prgdegh 
invites tenders ter the foi&swing we*ks 
(A)Pre-qualification of contra dors for 
Constructionof Hays hiDGtaf 1114: ]Y and 
Dining htall {RCC Framed Structural 
(WT No Works/MTSEOrtWOT) 
(BjSupply. !rastailsilJ(*n Commissioning 5 
Testi ng at 15.00 Mir flag Mast suitable 
ter tSQ Kfn/hrwind speed complete wilh 
Standard sae irxf lan Ndionaf Flag at Id 
Sri City Campus (NIT Mp.Wort s/IHTS/ 
2019/04) 

(Q (Transport Agencies (NIT No.Works/ 
HITS /SOI W 09 and 10) 

(D)ft echange Fpinl (Student Canteen! 

1 MIT No Works/ ill TS *2019/11) 

Please myw.iiJlsjc.kifiordetaiis. 

5d/-DiractDr 


KERALA WATER AUTHORITY 

II mil I 1 IIMIII i 


Tender No : SE/PHC/MPM/04/2019-20, KIIFB- CWSS to Ponnani Municipality and all 
Panchayath in Ponnani Taluk, Package 3 : Raw water and Clear water pump set, 
Transformer, Substation building, CW Pump set for existing UWSS to 
Ponnani & RWSS to Ponnani and interlinking of existing, CW pumping 
main. EMD : Rs. 200000, Tender fee : Rs. 11200, Last Date for submitting 
Tender: 06-11-2019, 03:00:pm. Sd/- 

Website : www.kwa.kerala.gov.in /www.etenders.kerala.gov.in Superintending pJ^cTreTe 
Phone : 04832734871 KWA-JB-GL-6-304-2019-20 _ Malappuram 


SOUTHEOH POWER DISTRIBUTION COMPANY OF A.P.IIMITED 

Corporate Office; H,Hq. 19-13-65/A, Sfinivasapuram. linrehanpprRHd. rmijati- 517501 


Tender Notice (e-prosuremenO HpjMjaOlMgt dt: 24 - 09-2019 

Bids through "e procurement are invited from (he eligible bidders for 
procurement of Transformers, PTRs, Conductors, Meters. CTs. VCBs. 
Cables HG Fuse Sets. Insulators, Batteries Lightning Arrestors, Earth 
Pipes, Softs & Nuts. Gl Wire. LT Shackles. LT Gl Pins & Post Type 
Insulators. Transformer Oil , HV, LV Bushings. OSM materials and etc 
Foi complete lender details please visit our website at 
www.apeoroicurement.aov.iin fl www.apBpdcl.in 

CHIEF GENERAL MANAGER, F&MM&CIVIL 


Government of Odisha t Department of Water Resources, 

7® OFFICE Dl IKE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER. BO IAN G lit IRRIGATION CIRCLE. BOLANGIR 

^-mail-sebalanginffigmail com: Phone No.-06652-250483 


c-PracurGment Notice No. SEBOIC 01 of 2019-20 
BID IDENTIFICATION NO. - &EBOIC BID D1 OF 2019-2QP 




The SuperInten ding Engineer, Baiangir Irrigation Circle, Eelangir on behstf of His Excellency. 
Ihe Governor of Gdisha invites online Percents go rsto lenders in double cover syslem to be 
received ( p online mode only for the wp-iks as detailed below 


1. Nature of work 

2. Number of works 

3. Approximate amount put to tender 

4. Period Ol completion 

5. date H time of uvallebJHty of 
Bid document in the portiU 
La*! data & lime of seeking 
Tender clarification. 

Last doi4 a time of receipt of 
Bide In the portal. 

Bate , time & place of opening 
of bids In the portal. 
a( Technical Bids iCover-1) 


Civil 

One 

Ra. 115.41 lakh 
5 jFke} Calendar month*. 

Dt 03.10-2019 -10 00 AM to 

21.10-2019 op to 5.00 PWI 

Dt. 03,IP.2019 ■ 10.00 AM lo 

21.10.2019 up !o 5.00 PM during office hours 

Dt. 21.10.2019^ up to 5 00 PM 


: 2210.2019 at 11.30AM In (he office of Ihe Superintending 

Engineer, Babangir Irrigation Circle. Balangir. 

; To be intimated after evaluation of Technical Bid*. 

: Superintending Engineer. Balanglr Irrigation Circle, Balangir. 
At-Lattikia P.Q- Rajendra College, Dial: Balangir, PJN-7&70Q2. 

10. Any corrigendum required will be made available in Govt, web-site only. 

Further details can be seen From the e-procurement portal- https:Wtendersorisaa.gov.in 

azamUDWinga SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER, BALANGIR IRRIGATION CIRCLE. BALANGIR 


b) Financial Bids jCover-Ill 
Mama & address of the officer 
Inviting Bid 


OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (C)- S&P 
DELHI JAL BOARD: GOVT. OF N.C.T. OF DELHI 
JAL SADAN: LAJPAT NAGAR: NEW DELHI-110024 

N.l.T. NO. 17/S&P/12019-201 


Press Tender 


s. 

No. 

Name of work 

Reserve price 

Date of release of ten¬ 
der in e procurement 
solution 

Last date and 
time for download 
& RTGS through 
e procurement 
solution 

1. 

Rejuvenation of 02 nos. 
water bodies using Phytorid 
Treatment Technology of 
capacity 750 KLD at various 
locations in Delhi (Phase-VIII) 

Part-A (Civil Work):- 

Percentage rate Amount 
5,19,00,259/- 

Part-B 

(E&M Work):- Item rate 

2019 DJB 181043 1 
26.9.2019 

21.10.2019 upto 
3.00 PM 


Further details in this regard can be seen at https://aovtprocurement.delhi.aovt.in 

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER) 

Advt. No. J.S.V. 406/2019-20 EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (C) S&P 


| A.P. STATE AGRO INDUSTRIES DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LTD. 

(A GOVT. OF A.P. UNDERTAKING) 

Admn.Office: D.No. 55-17-2 to 4, 5 th Floor, Stalin Corporate Building, 

Road No.2, C-Block, Industrial Estate, Autonagar, Vijayawada - 520 007. 
Ph: 0866-2556803, Fax: 0866-2556804 


Aqros/VHT-TPT/ PPP/19-20 _ Date: 27.09.2019 


SHORT NOTICE INVITING EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI) 


Sealed Expression of Interest (EOI) Schedules are invited from reputed Firms for Operation & 
Management "Integrated Pack House & Vapour Heat Treatment System" facility as is where is 
basis on lease basis at Tirupathi, Chittoor District, Andhra Pradesh, India. Expression of 
Interest (EOI) Schedule may be obtained from the Website: www.apagros.org 


Sd/- V. C. AND MANAGING DIRECTOR 



KARNATAKA URBAN WATER SUPPLY & DRAINAGE BOARD 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER KALABURAGI 

Opp. Mini Soudha, Aiwan-e-Shahi Road, Kalaburgi-585102. 

Tel: 08472-220817, Fax: 08472-260818. E-mail: kwbceklb14@gmail.com 


No. KUWSDB/TEC/DCE/TA/AE-1/Bhalki Filter/2019-20/859 Date: 26.09.2019 

1 CORRIGENDUM-1 | 

Name of Work: Supply, Installation and Commissioning of 20 MLD 
Self Cleaning Micro fiber Water Filtration Plant and Operation and 
Maintenance of entire Water Treatment Plant including Micro fiber 
Filter for 3 Years under Water Supply Scheme to Bhalki Town and 
23enroute Villages. 

Ref: 1) Worklndent:KUWSDB/2019-20/PM/WORKJNDENT2499 
2) Short Term Tender Notification No. KWB/CE(K)/TEC/AE-1/ 
Bhalki_WSS/2019-20/671 Date: 21.08.2019. 

Short Term Tender Notification was issued vide above reference for 
the said work, published in "Vijaya Vani" and "The Hindu" 
newspaper on dated 22-09-2019. In Pursuant to clause 5.2 of 
Section 2, Instructions to Tenderers (ITT) of tender document, the 
calendar of events on e-procurement portal shall be read as under: 


1 

Last Date & Time for submission/ uploading 
of the tender in e-procurement portal 

05.10.2019 at 17.30 Hrs. 

2 

Date & time for opening of the 

Technical Tenders 

11.10.2019 after 11.30 Hrs. 

3 

Date & time for opening of the 

Financial Tenders 

14.10.2019 after 11.30 Hrs. 


The other conditions are unaltered. 

Sd/- CHIEF ENGINEER 

KUWS & D BOARD, Kalaburagi Zone, Kalaburagi. 





• • 
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‘Trump was disloyal to office on Ukraine' 

Speaker Pelosi says House Intelligence Committee head Adam Schiff will lead impeachment inquiry 



Activists rallying for the impeachment of President Donald 
Trump at the Capitol in Washington on Thursday. ■ ap 


U.K.-flagged tanker Stena Impero 
sets sail after release by Iran 

It was seized by Tehran on July 19 after hitting a fishing boat 


1 


r 



Stena Impero sets sail in Gulf as it heads towards 
the international waters on Friday. ■ afp 


AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 

WASHINGTON 

Democrats vowed on Friday 
to move quickly on the im¬ 
peachment investigation of 
U.S. President Donald 
Trump, saying the evidence 
of abuse of power from his 
Ukraine phone call and at¬ 
tempts to cover up wrongdo¬ 
ing were already clear. 

An intelligence whistle¬ 
blower’s complaint showing 
Mr. Trump pressuring Uk¬ 
raine’s President to supply 
dirt on election rival Joe Bi- 
den left the White House 
reeling and Mr. Trump dou¬ 
bling down with an implicit 
threat against witnesses to 
the call. “The clarity of the 
President’s actions is com¬ 
pelling and gave us no choice 
but to move forward,” said 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi. 

A national security issue 

“This is about the national 
security of our country: The 
President of the U.S. being 
disloyal to his oath of office, 
jeopardising our national se¬ 
curity, and jeopardising the 
integrity of our elections.” 

She announced that 
House Intelligence Commit¬ 


tee Chairman Adam Schiff, 
who accused Mr. Trump of 
acting like a “mafia boss” 
this week, would take the 
lead in the investigation. 

“They will take the time 
that they need and we won’t 
have the calendar be the ar¬ 
biter,” she said in an inter¬ 
view with MSNBC. “But... it 
doesn’t have to drag on.” 

On Monday, Mr. Trump 
blithely swatted away a whis¬ 
tleblower report that alleged 
that he sought to pressure 
Ukraine for information that 
could damage Mr. Biden, the 
leading Democratic candi¬ 
date to contest the presiden¬ 
cy in 2020. 


Ms. Pelosi was pushing 
back against mounting pres¬ 
sure in her party to impeach 
Mr. Trump. But the tables 
have turned with the release 
of a memo on Mr. Trump’s 
July 25 call with President 
Volodymyr Zelensky, which 
confirmed that he pressed 
for dirt on the Bidens, fol¬ 
lowed by the whistleblower’s 
complaint, which alleged the 
White House had attempted 
to cover up the call. 

Democrats now appear 
able to muster the majority 
they need to vote through an 
impeachment motion in the 
House - for only the third 
time in U.S. history - setting 


the stage for a possible trial 
of the President by the Repu¬ 
blican-controlled Senate. 

‘Should move quickly’ 

“We should move quickly 
but not hurriedly, and we 
should focus on this Ukraine 
call,” Eric Swalwell, a mem¬ 
ber of the House Intelligence 
Committee, said on CNN Fri¬ 
day. “We don’t need to have 
a months-long hearing... We 
have the President’s own 
words, and we have his con¬ 
duct after the fact,” he said, 
referring to Mr. Trump’s at¬ 
tack on the still anonymous 
whistleblower and other po¬ 
tential White House witness¬ 
es against him, labelling 
them spies and traitors. 

“You know what we used 
to do in the old days when 
we were smart? Right? The 
spies and treason, we used 
to handle it a little differently 
than we do now,” Mr. Trump 
told U.S. diplomats in a meet¬ 
ing at the UN. Mr. Swalwell 
said the remarks, made on 
Thursday to a crowd from 
the U.S. Mission to the UN, 
showed “a consciousness of 
guilt. Innocent people don’t 
talk that way.” 


Kiev security 
official offered 
to resign 

REUT ERS 

KIEV 

A senior Ukrainian security 
official offered to quit be¬ 
fore President Volodymyr 
Zelenskiy began a visit to 
the U.S. this week, the Pre¬ 
sident’s office said on Fri¬ 
day. Oleksandr Danylyuk, 
the secretary of Ukraine’s 
National Security and De¬ 
fence Council, gave no rea¬ 
son for his decision and 
will stay on until Mr. Zelen¬ 
skiy decides whether to ac¬ 
cept his resignation, it said 
in a statement. 

The statement gave no 
indication that the resigna¬ 
tion was connected with a 
telephone call between Mr. 
Zelenskiy and Donald 
Trump that is at the centre 
of a formal impeachment 
inquiry into the U.S. Presi¬ 
dent. Earlier this week, Mr. 
Danylyuk said Ukraine did 
want not to be dragged into 
U.S. domestic politics. 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

TEHRAN 

The British-flagged oil tank¬ 
er Stena Impero, which had 
been held off the Iranian 
port of Bandar Abbas for 
more than two months, set 
sail on Friday and reached 
international waters, the 
provincial maritime organi¬ 
sation and its owner said. 

The ship’s seizure was 
widely seen as a tit-for-tat 
move after authorities in the 
British overseas territory of 
Gibraltar detained an Ira¬ 
nian tanker on suspicion it 
was shipping oil to Syria in 
breach of EU sanctions. 

Tehran repeatedly denied 
the cases were related. “The 
Stena Impero started sailing 
from the mooring towards 
the Persian Gulf’s interna¬ 
tional waters as of 9.00 a.m. 
(0530 GMT) today,” Hormoz- 
gan province’s maritime or¬ 
ganisation said on its web¬ 
site. 

“Despite the vessel’s clea¬ 
rance, its legal case is still 
open in Iran’s courts,” the 
organisation said. 

The tanker’s captain and 


crew have “given a written, 
official statement that they 
have no claims”, it added. 

The CEO of Stena Bulk, 
the Swedish company that 
owns the vessel, said it had 
reached international wa¬ 
ters at around 0945 GMT 
and was headed for Dubai. 

Erik Hanell said it was 
“obviously a relief” and ad¬ 
ded that the priority now 
was the crew. The tanker’s 
crew are “safe and in high 
spirits” and arrangements 
have been made for them to 
return to their families upon 
arrival in Dubai, Mr. Hannel 


said in an official statement. 

The company did not re¬ 
lease the names of the crew 
members. 

Iran’s Revolutionary 
Guards seized the vessel in 
the Strait of Hormuz on July 
19 after surrounding it with 
attack boats and rappelling 
onto its deck. 

It was impounded off the 
port of Bandar Abbas for al¬ 
legedly failing to respond to 
distress calls and turning off 
its transponder after hitting 
a fishing boat. Seven of its 23 
crew members were re¬ 
leased on September 4. 


Pale, model’s brother gets 
life in honour killing case 


Facebook begins hiding ‘likes’ in Australia 

Users also blocked from viewing the number of reactions on other people’s posts 


Saudi Arabia offers 
tourist visas for first time 


Qandeel Baloch was strangled in 2016 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

MULTAN 

The brother of Pakistani so¬ 
cial media star Qandeel Ba¬ 
loch was on Friday sen¬ 
tenced to life in prison for 
her murder. 

Baloch, 26, who shot to 
fame for her risque selfies, 
was strangled in July 2016. 

Her brother Muhammad 
Waseem was arrested. Days 
later he told a press confe¬ 
rence that he had no re¬ 
morse over what he did, say¬ 
ing that “of course” he had 
murdered his sister and that 
her behaviour had been 
“intolerable”. 

His lawyer, Sardar Meh- 
boob, said the court in the 
eastern city of Multan had 
found his client guilty and 
sentenced him to life impri¬ 
sonment, in a long-awaited 
verdict. “Inshallah (God 
willing), he will be acquitted 
by a high court,” he said. 

5 others acquitted 

Five others were acquitted 
by the court, including an Is¬ 
lamic cleric Mufti Abdul Qa- 
vi who had been embroiled 
in controversy with Baloch 
months ahead of her death. 

“We are distraught by this 
verdict. The government is 
still enslaved to the whites 
and is bowing to their 
rules,” said Baloch’s brother 
Aslam Shaheen, who was 
among the acquitted. Ear¬ 
lier, Baloch’s mother Anwar 
Mai said she had hoped her 
son Waseem would also be 
acquitted. 



Qandeel Baloch. -ap 

Baloch’s murder made in¬ 
ternational headlines and 
reignited calls for action 
against an epidemic of so- 
called “honour killings”, in 
which a victim - usually a 
woman - is murdered for 
flouting patriarchal social 
codes. 

New legislation 

Three months after Baloch’s 
murder. Parliament passed 
new legislation mandating 
life imprisonment for ho¬ 
nour killings. However, 
whether a murder is defined 
as a crime of honour is left 
to the judge’s discretion, 
meaning that killers can the¬ 
oretically claim a different 
motive and be pardoned. 

In Baloch’s case, her pa¬ 
rents initially insisted their 
son would be given no abso¬ 
lution. But, heartbroken at 
the thought of losing him 
too, they changed their 
minds and said they wanted 
him to be forgiven. 

International revulsion at 
the killing had seen the Pa¬ 
kistani state take the unpre¬ 
cedented step of declaring 
itself a heir alongside the pa¬ 
rents, however, forcing the 
case to move ahead. 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

SYDNEY 

Facebook on Friday said that 
it began hiding the number 
of “likes” for posts in Austra¬ 
lia, a trial designed to ease 
social pressure that could be 
rolled out worldwide. 

Account holders across 
the country were also 
blocked from viewing the 
number of reactions and vi¬ 
deo views on other people’s 
posts from Friday, but were 

UN suspends 
Sri Lanka 
peacekeepers 

AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

COLOMBO 

The UN has suspended Sri 
Lankan troops from peace¬ 
keeping duties after Co¬ 
lombo ignored repeated 
warnings and appointed 
Major General Shavendra 
Silva, who has been ac¬ 
cused of war crimes, to 
head its Army. 

The UN and several 
Western nations expressed 
concern over the promo¬ 
tion of Major General Silva 
last month despite the alle¬ 
gations against him. 

In Sri Lanka, the Foreign 
Ministry said its Secretary, 
Ravinatha Aryasinha, will 
meet with the Department 
of Peace Operations where 
he will discuss the matter 
with the Under Secretary 
General of the Depart¬ 
ment, the Ministry said. 


still be able to see how peo¬ 
ple respond to their own. 

“We don’t want Facebook 
to feel like a competition,” 
the company said in a state¬ 
ment. “This is a test to see 
how people engage with this 
new format. We hope to 
learn from this over time in 
order to see if we will roll 
this out more broadly.” 

More than one billion peo¬ 
ple use Facebook world¬ 
wide, but the social media 


REUT ERS 

CAIRO 

Egyptian police mounted a 
huge show of force in central 
Cairo and closed off entranc¬ 
es to Tahrir Square on Friday 
after calls for protests 
against President Abdel Fat- 
tah al-Sisi following opposi¬ 
tion accusations of corrup¬ 
tion, which he denies. 

Protests broke out on Sep¬ 
tember 20 in Cairo and other 
cities following online calls 
for demonstrations against 
alleged graft by Mr. Sisi and 
the powerful military. 

Mr. Sisi, who was in New 
York this week attending the 
UN General Assembly, re¬ 
turned to Cairo on Friday 
morning, where he was 
greeted off his plane by se¬ 
nior Ministers and later 
stopped to speak to a crowd 
of supporters on the 
roadside. 


giant has come under pres¬ 
sure to combat the plat¬ 
form’s impact on mental 
health. In Australia, one in 
five children report expe¬ 
riencing cyberbullying, ac¬ 
cording to the country’s e- 
Safety Commissioner. The 
problem received national 
attention last year when a 14- 
year-old girl killed herself af¬ 
ter being bullied online. 

Facebook’s decision 
comes after it launched a 


Asking them why they 
were up so early on a Friday, 
the first day of Egypt’s wee¬ 
kend, he said: “The situation 
isn’t worth it. You need to 
know that the Egyptian peo¬ 
ple are very aware...” 

Mr. Sisi also appeared to 
repeat his earlier rejection of 
allegations of corruption 


trial in July to hide “likes” on 
the company’s other major 
social media platform, Insta- 
gram. 

The social media giant did 
not confirm how long the 
trial would run for. 

“We want to understand 
from people whether remov¬ 
ing the total counts improves 
their experience, while also 
not limiting any positive inte¬ 
ractions,” said Mia Garlick, 
of Facebook Australia. 


posted online by Mohamed 
Ali, a former contractor and 
actor, in the run-up to the 
protests. Mr. Ali’s videos 
have attracted a wide 
following. 

“We’re really strong, the 
country is really strong with 
(because of) you,” he said in 
a video posted on his Face- 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 
RIYADH 

Saudi Arabia said on Friday 
that it was offering tourist vi¬ 
sas for the first time, open¬ 
ing up the kingdom to holi¬ 
daymakers as part of a push 
to diversify its economy 
away from oil. 

The kingdom also eased 
its strict dress code for fo¬ 
reign women, allowing 
them to go without the 
abaya robe that is still man- 


book page. Since last wee¬ 
kend’s protests, authorities 
have carried out mass ar¬ 
rests which rights monitors 
say has seen around 2,000 
people detained. Egypt’s pu¬ 
blic prosecutor said on 
Thursday that “not more 
than 1,000” had been ques¬ 
tioned after protests. 

Support for stability 

Mr. Ali had called for new 
protests this Friday, though 
government supporters 
were also planning rallies to 
show their backing for Mr. Si¬ 
si and “stablity”. 

Security forces have 
stepped up their presence in 
main squares in major cities 
and plainclothes police have 
been checking motorists’ 
and pedestrians’ mobile 
phones for political content, 
checks that continued on 
Friday morning. 


datory public wear for Saudi 
women. Citizens from 49 
countries are eligible for on¬ 
line e-visas or visas on arriv¬ 
al, including the U.S., Aus¬ 
tralia and several European 
nations, the statement said. 

Kickstarting tourism is 
one of the centrepieces of 
Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman’s Vision 2030 re¬ 
form programme to prepare 
the biggest Arab economy 
for a post-oil era. 



'All agreements are off if 
Israel annexes territory' 

UNITED NATIONS 

Palestinian President 
Mahmud Abbas told the UN 
on Thursday that he would 
terminate all agreements 
with Israel if it moves forward 
with plans announced by 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu to annex a key 
part of the West Bank, afp 

U.S. offered to lift 
sanctions for talks: Iran 

TEHRAN 

Iran’s President Hassan 
Rouhani said on Friday that 
European leaders at UN meet 
said Washington was ready to 
lift sanctions in exchange for 
talks on the 2015 nuclear 
deal. However, President 
Donald Trump said such an 
offer was never made, afp 


Egypt’s police move to block protests 

Campaigners have called for demonstration at Tahrir Square against Sisi 



Supporters of Egypt President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi 
demonstrating in Alexandria on Friday, -reuters 
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12 Northern Ireland firm's vicar, 
not odd, at European capital 
(7) 

15 Swarm back for encounter (4) 

16 Fasten article on Turk's head, 
say, to get married (3,3,4) 

18 Grab, finish cosmetic product 
(4,6) 

20 At peak of Mecca, Conservative 
leaves confused (4) 

23 Jumps to start placing call 
aboard ship (7) 

24 Run away with returning 
Eastern European (5) 

26 Stick to firm at this place (6) 

27 Returning crowd has missing 
flower (7) 


4 Mocha stink obscured by 

raincoat (10) 

5 Constricted flight, Oriental, in 

Nagaland borders (8) 

6 Perfect patio damaged in 

United Nations (7) 

7 Humiliation at a cellar (9) 

8 Listens for first echo of vehicle 

( 6 ) 

13 Ornamentation of damaged 
regal files (10) 

14 Cook hates menu at American 
libraries (9) 

17 Woodworkers make detailed 
replica aboard ship (8) 


■ ACROSS 

1 Censure fiend on stage, partly 
in commotion (11) 

9 Mark first Belgian needing no 

introduction to language (7) 

10 Box to transport regular goon 
(6) 

11 Alarm seductress (5) 


28 In a riot, pierce nests with 
tenacity (11) 

■ DOWN 

2 Immigrants, endlessly salient, 

cook(6) 

3 Leaders of departments, 

officially halt at Middle East 
city (4) 


19 Enhance goblin herd, 
leaderless (7) 

21 Cheat head chef at home (6) 

22 First off, brioche made for the 
brave (6) 

25 Skilled sailor at Himalayan 
city nearly (4) 
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Embodiment of Pranava 

Vallalar, in his Deivamani Malai, addresses Lord Muruga as 
the embodiment of the pranava mantra, and he says there is 
none equal to Him. Muruga came from the sparks that ema¬ 
nated from Lord Siva’s faces. Lord Siva has six faces - Satyo- 
jata, Vamadeva, Tatpurusha, Isanam, Aghoram and Ado- 
mukham. From each of these faces a spark emerged, and six 
babies resulted from these sparks. Later Goddess Uma fused 
all the six babies into one, and the resultant child was Lord 
Muruga. 

Pranava indicates three actions of God. Pranava consists 
of ‘a’, ‘u,’ and ‘m.’ The ‘a’ stands for creation, the ‘u’ for pro¬ 
tection and the ‘m’ for destruction, said M.A. Manickavelu 
in a discourse. The pranava mantra is Lord Siva’s peetha. It 
is the foundation of all the Vedas. If one dies in Varanasi, it is 
the pranava mantra that Lord Siva will whisper in one’s ears. 
Sundarar says Lord Siva has an omkara rupa. From Siva 
came Muruga, and Vallalar calls Muruga ‘Chinmaya Swaroo- 
pa vimala.’ Muruga is blemishless, and imparts knowledge. 
He questioned Brahma about the meaning of the pranava. 
When Brahma was unable to answer, Muruga imprisoned 
Brahma. Lord Siva asked Muruga to release Brahma, but 
Muruga refused. He then went on to explain the meaning of 
the pranava mantra to Lord Siva, who was His father! Thus, 
Lord Siva, whose seat is the Pranava, ended up being in¬ 
structed on the meaning of the mantra by His son. 

The Deivamani Malai of Vallalar is addressed, the deity in 
Kanda Kottamln the verse where Vallalar talks of Muruga be¬ 
ing the embodiment of the Pranava, he refers to Muruga as 
the son of the One who has a bull as His vehicle. The father 
son connection in this verse is to stress the point that Muru¬ 
ga was once in the position of teacher to His father. 
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BUSINESS 15 


Capex on track to meet target, says FM 

‘Ministries told to provide plan for four quarters, release all dues to services and goods suppliers 4 



Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman chairing a meeting 
with secretaries and financial advisers of key Ministries. - pti 


Finance Commission 
to arrive at devolution 
limit independently 

‘Formula after balancing all requests’ 


MARKET WATCH 

27-09-2019 % CHANGE 

Sensex 

38,823 

-0.43 

US Dollar 

70.56 

0.44 

Gold. 

38,564 

-0.31 

Brent oil 

62.19 

0.81 

NIFTY 50 


PRICE 

CHANGE 

Adani Ports. 

.408.60 

-10.55 

Asian Paints. 

1776.30 

.5.35 

Axis Bank. 

. 700.60 

.0.70 

Bajaj Auto. 

.2957.50. 

....-12.80 

Bajaj Finserv. 

.8550.35. 

.85.75 

Bajaj Finance. 

...4057.40.. 

.56.60 

Bharti Airtel. 

. 349.10 

.5.05 

BPCL. 

.469.80 

-10.25 

Britannia Ind. 

3015.10 

....-77.70 

Cipla. 

.439.40 

.0.95 

Coal India. 

.199.35 

.-3.95 

Dr Reddys Lab. 

.2730.80. 

....-44.05 

Eicher Motors. 

17792.40. 

-119.15 

GAIL (India). 

.134.15 

.-2.95 

Grasim Ind. 

. 727.00. 

....-16.80 

HCL Tech. 

...1041.05.. 

.-4.10 

HDFC. 

...2035.90. 

....-27.30 

HDFC Bank. 

...1244.20.. 

. 1.70 

Hero MotoCorp. 

2729.15 

....-30.95 

Hindalco. 

.190.70 

.-5.25 

Hind Unilever. 

...2010.90. 

-23.50 

ICICI Bank. 

.449.20 

.-2.75 

Induslnd Bank. 

...1480.80.. 

....-67.20 

Bharti Infratel. 

. 256.60. 

.-1.95 

Infosys. 

. 782.20. 

.-0.35 

Indian OilCorp. 

.145.55 

. 1.00 

ITC. 

252.95 

.2.55 

JSW Steel. 

232.20 

.-3.25 

Kotak Bank. 

...1643.50.. 

.16.65 

L&T. 

...1472.65.. 

....-17.20 

M&M. 

. 555.10 

-11.85 

Maruti Suzuki. 

...6773.70. 

-83.75 

Nestle India Ltd. 

13740.90. 

-193.70 

NTPC. 

.117.05 

.0.50 

ONGC. 

.131.50 

.-5.55 

PowerGrid Corp. 

.198.10 

.-1.15 

Reliance Ind. 

1309.05.. 

.12.25 

State Bank. 

.281.20 

.-0.65 

Sun Pharma. 

.401.70 

-10.25 

Tata Motors. 

.119.90 

.-4.60 

Tata Steel. 

. 359.65. 

-16.10 

TCS. 

2056.15 

....-31.45 

Tech Mahindra. 

. 704.30 

.-9.40 

Titan. 

...1284.05.. 

.-4.25 

UltraTech Cement.. 

4395.15 

.-0.45 

UPL. 

. 582.05. 

.-1.55 

Vedanta . 

.157.25 

.-8.85 

Wipro. 

. 236.60. 

.-0.50 

YES Bank. 

.48.75 

.-2.30 

Zee Entertainment 

.273.55 

-13.15 

EXCHANGE RATES 

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit 
except yen at 4 p.m. on September 27 

CURRENCY 

TT BUY 

TT SELL 

US Dollar. 

70.36 

.70.68 

Euro. 

.76.93 

.77.28 

British Pound. 

86.60 

86.99 

Japanese Yen (100).... 65.09.. 

65.39 

Chinese Yuan. 

.9.87 

9.92 

Swiss Franc. 

.70.87 

.71.20 

Singapore Dollar.. 

50.93 

.51.17 

Canadian Dollar. .. 

.53.09 

53.33 

Malaysian Ringitt. 

.16.80 

16.89 


Source:lndian Bank 


BULLION RATES CHENNAI 


September 27 rates in rupees with pre¬ 
vious rates in parentheses 

Retail Silver (lg). 49.(50.5) 

22 ct gold (1 g). 3599.(3596) 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The government’s capital ex¬ 
penditure is on track and will 
meet the budgeted target by 
the end of the year. Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
said on Friday. 

Ms. Sitharaman added 
that she had given instruc¬ 
tions to all the major Minis¬ 
tries to release all pending 
dues and to also provide a 
capital expenditure plan for 
the next four quarters. 

Total expenditure 

The central government’s to¬ 
tal expenditure for fiscal 
2019-20 through the Budget 
is ^27.86 lakh crore, of which 
the capital expenditure is 
budgeted at U>.38 lakh crore 
( 12 . 2 %). 

Apart from this, the total 
grants-in-aid given to the Mi- 

Bharat-22 ETF 
fourth tranche 
on October 3 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

The government will 
launch the fourth tranche 
of Bharat-22 ETF on Octob¬ 
er 3, which will help garner 
up to ?8,000 crore from in¬ 
vestors, sources said. 

They added that the is¬ 
sue will open for anchor in¬ 
vestors on October 3 and 
for other institutional and 
retail investors, the next 
day. The investors would 
get a 3% discount over the 
issue price. 

“The offer is likely to 
have a base issue size of 
£2,000 crore, with a green- 
shoe option to retain 
another ?6,000 crore, tak¬ 
ing the total amount to 
^8,000 crore,” a source pri¬ 
vy to the development 
said. 


nistries and Departments 
amounts to £2.07 lakh crore, 
taking the total capital ex¬ 
penditure amount for 2019- 
20 to £5.45 lakh crore. 

The government on Fri¬ 
day said that as of August, 
40.28% of the expenditure 


REUT ERS 

NEW DELHI 

India is looking to ease fo¬ 
reign investment limits in 
government bonds, as it 
seeks to get its securities in¬ 
cluded in global bond indic¬ 
es in the next two years, 
three government officials 
with knowledge of the mat¬ 
ter told Reuters. 

New Delhi is considering 
creating a special window 
for foreign passive investors 
that focus on index invest¬ 
ing, one of the officials ad¬ 
ded, even as it seeks to coun¬ 
ter the risk posed by hot 
money flows from more ac¬ 
tively managed funds. 

The investors in the new 
window will not face the 
same caps as India currently 


under the capital head, and 
39.7% of the expenditure un¬ 
der the grants-in-aid head, 
had been assigned. 

“The government is on 
track to meet its budgeted 
capital expenditure by the 
end of the year, we expect 



■ GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK 


has on such investments 
from foreign portfolio inves¬ 
tors, the person said. 

The officials, who asked 
not to be named as they 
were not authorised to dis¬ 
cuss the matter publicly, did 
not provide any timeline as 


100% of the budgeted 
amount to be met,” Ms. Sith¬ 
araman said at a press confe¬ 
rence following a meeting 
with 21 major Ministries to 
review their capital expendi¬ 
ture progress and future 
plans. “We have also asked 
the Ministries to provide a 
capital expenditure plan for 
the next four quarters,” she 
added. 

“Some Ministries orally 
spelt out their plans, but 
within the next week they 
will provide a plan to the Ex¬ 
penditure Secretary.” 

The Finance Minister also 
said she had made it clear to 
the Ministries that they must 
release all the pending dues 
to their services and goods 
suppliers at the earliest, and 
added that the impression 
she got from the Ministries 
was that the “little that was 


the issue is still in the early 
stages of discussion. 

The spokesman for the Fi¬ 
nance Ministry did not reply 
to an email and message 
seeking comments, while 
the Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) declined to comment. 

Relaxing investment li¬ 
mits and a removal of res¬ 
trictions on currency con¬ 
vertibility are among the 
criteria that firms operating 
global bond indices consider 
before including any coun¬ 
try and determining its 
weightage in such indexes. 

India currently has limits 
on the amount of govern¬ 
ment and corporate bonds 
foreign investors can hold, 
and controls on the rupee’s 
convertibility too. 


left pending would be re¬ 
leased in the next few days”. 

‘Get expenditure going’ 

“At this stage, we are only 
looking at getting expendi¬ 
ture going,” Ms. Sitharaman 
said when asked whether the 
government would meet its 
fiscal deficit target for the 
year. “Nearer the time, we 
will have to look at reconcil¬ 
ing this with our budgetary 
commitments.” 

Expenditure Secretary 
Girish Chandra Murmu said 
that of the about £50,000 
crore of payments that were 
pending, about ^40,000 
crore had already been 
released. 

Ms. Sitharaman added 
that about 90% of outstand¬ 
ing GST refunds that were 
due had also been released 
as of August 23. 

Deadline for 
filing ITR, tax 
audit extended 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Central Board of Di¬ 
rect Taxes has extended 
the deadline for the filing 
of income tax returns and 
audit reports to October 31, 
2019. The previous dea¬ 
dline was September 30. 

Tax accountants and 
small businesses across the 
country have been com¬ 
plaining that the tax forms 
are very onerous and that 
they would need more 
time to fill them. The tax 
authorities said they have 
extended the deadline 
keeping these concerns in 
mind. 

The new October 31 dea¬ 
dline, as did the earlier 
one, applies to companies, 
partnerships, and proprie¬ 
torships. 


TCA S HARAD RAGHAVAN 

NEW DELHI 

While the Finance Ministry 
has been asking the Fif¬ 
teenth Finance Commission 
for a lower limit for tax de¬ 
volution to the States, the 
Chairman’s office told The 
Hindu that the Centre’s plea 
was just one among 30 diffe¬ 
rent requests, including 
those from the States, and 
that the Commission would 
decide its devolution formu¬ 
la independently after ba¬ 
lancing all the requests. 

The Fourteenth Finance 
Commission had recom¬ 
mended that 42% of the 
Centre’s tax revenue be 
transferred to the States, a 
significant increase from the 
recommendations of the 
previous Finance 

Commission. 

The Fifteenth Finance 
Commission (FFC) has been 
tasked with, among other 
things, reviewing this per¬ 
centage and changing it if 
need be for the five years 
starting April 1,2020. 

‘Review downwards’ 

Officials in the Finance Mi¬ 
nistry told The Hindu that 
the Ministry had in the past 
asked the FFC to review 
downwards the devolution 
percentage. 

However, Finance Minis¬ 
ter Nirmala Sitharaman, 
when asked about this on 
Friday, said that she had not 
written to the FFC about 
this. 

It is learnt that the earlier 
pieces of communication 
had been sent by the erst¬ 
while Finance Secretary 
Subhash Chandra Garg, 
who was recently trans¬ 
ferred out of the Finance Mi¬ 
nistry to take over as Power 
Secretary. It has been re- 



N.K.Singh 


ported that the FFC has 
since asked the Finance Mi¬ 
nistry to send a fresh memo¬ 
randum containing its re¬ 
quests. This has, however, 
been refuted by the FFC. 

“It is routine for the Com¬ 
mission to ask for updated 
figures, so it would be 
wrong to say that we have 
asked the Centre for a fresh 
memorandum,” the Office 
of FFC Chairman N.K. Singh 
told The Hindu. 

“The Centre is just one of 
the parties making their re¬ 
quests to the Commission 
out of 30, and so the Com¬ 
mission will find a balance 
between all of these. The 
decision of the Commission 
will be made 

independently.” 

Each of the erstwhile 29 
States (now 28 with the reor¬ 
ganisation of Jammu & Kash¬ 
mir) have also made their 
presentations to the FFC 
and have made their 
requests. 

Several of them have 
asked the FFC to, in fact, in¬ 
crease the devolution limit 
since the Centre has been 
shifting its revenues from 
taxes to cesses, which do 
not have to be shared with 
the States. 


‘Centre looking to ease foreign 
investment limits in govt, bonds’ 

Aim is to get securities included in global indices: sources 


.4 No-production 
days declared 
at Daimler 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

CHENNAI 

Amid the slowdown in the 
automobile sector, Daimler 
India Commercial Vehicle, 
the subsidiary of Stuttgart- 
based Daimler, on Friday 
announced that there will 
be non-production days at 
its plant near here in Sep¬ 
tember and October. 

“DICV will have three 
non-production days in 
September and three in Oc¬ 
tober,” the company spo¬ 
kesperson said in a state¬ 
ment. “We are closely 
monitoring the situation 
and adjusting our produc¬ 
tion line depending on 
market demand,” it said. 

Permanent employees 
have been granted addi¬ 
tional vacation days. 

Daimler India currently 
has an over £5,000 crore 
manufacturing facility at 
Oragadam near Chennai. 


‘RBI acted in haste in PMC Bank matter’ 

Inspection officials restrained actions without prior notice: former MD of bank 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Joy Thomas, the former ma¬ 
naging director of troubled 
lender Punjab and Maha¬ 
rashtra Cooperative Bank 
said the Reserve Bank of In¬ 
dia acted in haste in impos¬ 
ing curbs by restricting de¬ 
posit withdrawals. 

“It was a harsh decision 
on us. Without giving us any 
time, RBI acted in this man¬ 
ner,” Mr. Thomas said, ad¬ 
dressing a press conference. 

Earlier this week, RBI im¬ 
posed restrictions on the ci¬ 
ty-based lender which creat¬ 
ed panic among depositors 
as withdrawals were capped 
at £,000, which later in¬ 
creased to £0,000. The 
board of the bank was super¬ 
seded and a former chief 
general manager of RBI was 
appointed as administrator. 

He said the PMC Bank 
board members met RBI’s 
executive director Rabi Mis- 



Joy Thomas 


hra on September 19, and in¬ 
formed that the loans to real 
estate developer HDIL were 
not disclosed as non-per¬ 
forming for 6-7 years and 
asked for time from the 
banking regulator to regular¬ 
ise the account. 

“On 20th, inspection offic¬ 
ers collected the data from 
the bank and without any 
prior notice to the bank, on 
23rd restrained the actions 
of the bank,” he said. 


“We knew that if the expo¬ 
sure [were to] be reported, it 
will create a run on the bank 
and all the depositors and 
even the bank staff would 
have to suffer; so we decided 
to get some helping guide¬ 
lines, but RBI acted in the 
manner which we were 
afraid of. Bank had enough 
liquidity, which should have 
been noted by the RBI.” 

On Thursday, while in¬ 
creasing the deposit with¬ 
drawal limits to £0,000 
from £,000, RBI said the 
curbs were imposed due to 
‘major financial 

irregularities’. 

Talking about HDIL, the 
former MD admitted that the 
bank extended a loan of 
£2,500 crore in a period of 
six years. “The company was 
banking with us since 1989 
and they were repaying us 
the money properly. 

“The problem started [ov¬ 
er the] last 2-3 years since 


they weren’t able to pay.” 

‘2.5 times more security’ 

Mr. Thomas assured the con¬ 
ference that the ‘money of 
the depositors was safe’ as 
the bank has ‘2.5 times more 
worth of security than the 
exposure to HDIL’. 

“We have security in the 
form of buildings and land 
which are 2.5 times more 
than the exposure handed.” 

Mr. Thomas said, “Even 
after HDIL went bankrupt, 
we handed them a loan of 
^93 crore, although the sanc¬ 
tion of loan wasn’t done by 
the board of directors.” 

“The loans that were 
handed to HDIL were left un¬ 
noticed in the audit by the 
RBI since last six to seven 
years.” He emphasised that 
no fraud had taken place. 
Rather, it was a technical 
fault. “I’ve been told that the 
withdrawal limit can be in¬ 
creased to £ lakh,” he said. 


Crude oil imports from U.S. + 
jump 72%, Iraq is top supplier 

West Asian country’s sales to India rose 12% in April-August 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

India’s crude oil imports 
from the U.S. have jumped 
by over 72% in the first five 
months of the current fiscal 
as the country looks to diver¬ 
sify oil purchases beyond its 
traditional suppliers in West 
Asia, official data showed. 

According to data sourced 
from the Directorate Gener¬ 
al of Commercial Intelli¬ 
gence and Statistics, the U.S. 
supplied about 4.5 million 
tonnes of crude oil in April 
to August 2019, as compared 
to 2.6 million tonnes oil 
sourced from that country in 
the same period a year ago. 

Iraq continues to be In¬ 
dia’s top crude oil supplier, 
meeting close to one-fourth 
of the country’s oil needs. 

Iraq sold 21.24 million 



tonnes of crude oil to India 
during April to August, al¬ 
most 12% more than 18.99 
million tonnes it had sup¬ 
plied in the same period of 
the previous fiscal. 

India provisionally im¬ 
ported 91.24 million tonnes 
of crude oil in April-August 
2019, down from 93.91 mil¬ 
lion tonnes a year ago. 

Saudi Arabia has tradi¬ 
tionally been India’s top oil 
source, but it was for the 


first time dethroned by Iraq 
in the 2017-18 fiscal year. 
Saudi Arabia, which has 
since then been relegated to 
the second spot, exported 
17.74 million tonnes of crude 
oil, up from 15.66 million 
tonnes in the previous year. 

Nigeria ranks third 

India stopped importing 
crude oil from Iran following 
the reimposition of econom¬ 
ic sanctions in May by the 
U.S., pushing down imports 
from the Persian Gulf nation 
to just 2 million tonnes from 
13.3 million tonnes in the 
previous year, data showed. 

Nigeria grabbed the third 
spot vacated by Iran. The 
African nation supplied 7.17 
million tonnes of crude oil in 
April-August, up from 5.81 
million tonnes a year ago. 


ITI unveils 
cloud services 
forPSUs 


Life-enabling product like insulin 
should be made affordable: Shaw 

Offers rh-Insulin at less than 10 U.S. cents/day in LMI nations 


China’s Thundersoft to invest 
$500 mn in India over 5 years 

Company plans to focus on AI and Internet of Things 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BENGALURU 

Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw, phi¬ 
lanthropist and founder of 
Biocon, said she would ena¬ 
ble universal access to high 
quality insulin by making 
available recombinant hu¬ 
man Insulin (rh-Insulin) at 
less than 10 U.S. cents /day in 
low and middle-income 
countries (LMICs). 

LMICs, which form most 
of the world, contribute to 
80% of the global disease 
burden. “My conviction is 
that a life-enabling product 
like insulin cannot be priced 
out of the reach of those that 
need it on an everyday basis, 
whether in the United States 
or in Africa," said Ms. Ma¬ 
zumdar-Shaw. 

Ms. Mazumdar-Shaw 
made the above personal 
commitment at a United Na¬ 




Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw 


tions General Assembly (UN- 
GA) meeting on innovation 
and universal health access, 
convened by UNAIDS Health 
Innovation Exchange, in the 
presence of the President of 
Ethiopia, the First Lady of 
Namibia, Health Ministers 
from Botswana and Malawi, 
and representatives from 
the private sector and deve¬ 



lopment agencies. 

Biocon’s Recombinant 
Human insulin offer of less 
than 10 U.S. cents/day in 
LMICs is for vials sourced by 
the government directly 
from Biocon, assuming an 
insulin dosage of 40 IU per 
day. Currently, the blended 
median patient prices in 
LMICs are $9 per 10ml vial, 
translating to 36 U.S. cents/ 
day. The current U.S. list 
price in retail is over $5/day. 

Biocon Biologies’ recom¬ 
binant human insulin has 
been developed using scien¬ 
tific expertise, R&D and ma¬ 
nufacturing facilities that 
have allowed it to bring mul¬ 
tiple biosimilar medicines to 
the U.S. and Europe. 

So far, the company had 
provided over 2 billion doses 
of human insulin 
worldwide. 



SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BENGALURU 

ITI Limited, a public sector 
undertaking in the tele¬ 
communications technolo¬ 
gy segment, has launched 
cloud services and solu¬ 
tions platform for Central 
and State government enti¬ 
ties, banks, PSUs, small 
and medium enterprises 
and start-ups in India. 

ITI’s cloud offering 
would include Infrastruc¬ 
ture as a Service (IaaS), 
Platform as a Service 
(PaaS), Software as a Ser¬ 
vice (SaaS) and Storage as a 
Service (STaaS). 

K. Alagesan, CMD, ITI Li¬ 
mited, said, “The new 
cloud services offered by 
ITI Data Center are expect¬ 
ed to provide end-to-end IT 
infrastructure, including 
new-age cloud services to 
all its customers in the 
coming years.” 



SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

HYDERABAD 

Chinese smart device oper¬ 
ating system and platform 
technology provider Thun¬ 
der Software Technology 
Co., which has an IT deve¬ 
lopment centre in Hydera¬ 
bad, plans to scale up opera¬ 
tions in India. 

On Friday, chairman and 
CEO Hongfei Zhao said the 
company intended to invest 
$500 million over the next 
five years in India towards 
research and development 
work for global customers as 
well as on-board more In¬ 
dian clients. 

It counts Intel, Qual¬ 
comm, Microsoft, Amazon, 
Google and Facebook 
among its customers. “We 
need to build a stronger 
team in Hyderabad... work 



Expansion of 
W Hyderabad 

operations and new 
centres in Pune and 
Bengaluru are on 
the cards 

on more technology,” he 
said. Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) and Internet of Things 
are focus areas on which the 
firm is keen to invest more. 

Thundersoft India vice- 
president Sudharani Pillai 
said the Hyderabad develop¬ 
ment centre worked on 
smart systems for mobile 
phones, IoT products, on 5G 
technology and on smart 
vehicles. The facility here is 
the only such for Thunder¬ 
soft in the country and has 
completed one year. 

Noting that the headcount 
in India stood at 140, the se¬ 



nior executives said that in 
three years, it would in¬ 
crease to 1,000. The firm 
would like to expand opera¬ 
tions in Hyderabad and 
open development centres 
in about six months in Ben¬ 
galuru and Pune. 

“It is just the beginning,” 
Mr. Zhao said about the In¬ 
dia operations of Thunder¬ 
soft. Hyderabad has greater 
potential to take up more 
work. The development 
centre can cater to more 
companies and provide glo¬ 
bal solutions, he said. 

Ms. Pillai said the increase 
in the headcount to 1,000 
would be achieved by organ¬ 
ic growth. “Acquisitions in 
terms of technology, techni¬ 
cal people will come later 
on... it is a different stream,” 
she said. 



Elgi opens 
office in 
Belgium 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

COIMBATORE 

Elgi Equipments has 
opened an office in Belgi¬ 
um, which will be the 
firm’s European headquar¬ 
ters. The office at Brussels 
has training facilities and 
will foster innovation and 
collaboration, the compa¬ 
ny said in a statement. 

“Europe is the third-lar- 
gest market worldwide and 
presents us with a huge op¬ 
portunity,” said Jairam Va- 
radaraj, MD, Elgi. The fo¬ 
cus of Elgi Europe will be 
on building sales and ser¬ 
vice teams, added Chris 
Ringlstetter, president, Elgi 
Europe. Elgi has so far fo¬ 
cussed on Italy and to 
some extent, France. 

“Our major investment, 
if any, would be in the form 
of acquisition of distribu¬ 
tors in Europe,” Mr. Varad- 
araj said. 
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Outside her comfort zone (Clockwise from right) Twinkle Khanna; actors 
Vidya Balan and Waheeda Rehman; and Khanna with Sudha Murthy 

■ DABOO RATNANI , GETTY IMAGES AND SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 




Keeping it together 

The team running Tweak is 
small but feisty. While the 
initial plan was put together 
by Khanna and Vikram 
Raizada, they eventually 
recruited Rochelle Pinto, a 
former digital editor at Elle 
and GQ, to be editor. "We 
planned to have very skilled 
writers as freelancers 
supported by our in-house 
writers doing simpler pieces. 
Ultimately, it turned out to 
be the exact opposite. Our 
. in-house team of 11 is 
brilliant," says Khanna. 


Tales from 

Tweak 


Twinkle Khanna’s upcoming online 
venture will be the Refmery29 of India 



SHUBHODEEP PAL 

Twinkle Khanna is flustered. 
One of her children is compet¬ 
ing for her attention as she 
fields questions about her lat¬ 
est venture. In a moment remi¬ 
niscent of the many anecdotes 
that light up her debut book, 
Mrs Funnybones, the child tri¬ 
umphs. Khanna excuses her¬ 
self apologetically: “It is Satur¬ 
day. Everyone is home.” 

We’re discussing Tweak, the 
women-centric digital media 
platform that will be launched 
on September 30. It promises 
to be “a space for the modern 
Indian woman to challenge old 
ideas and discover new ones 
and offer readers solutions that 
offer maximum results with 
minimum effort”. Khanna says 
that the idea found its roots in 
the many women who ap¬ 
proached her after her co¬ 
lumns became popular. “I real¬ 
ised that even though these 
women often had starkly diffe¬ 
rent backgrounds, they had si¬ 
milar problems.” 

The easiest way out, she ad¬ 
mits, would have been to start 


an Oprah-style TV show. Ho¬ 
wever, that would have clashed 
with her penchant for avoiding 
the spotlight. “I can’t be both¬ 
ered to continually fix my eye¬ 
lashes and make-up. I’d rather 
go to work in my pyjamas.” Her 
work apparel of choice led to a 
rather more ambitious de¬ 
nouement. Tweak will have 
contributions from experts in 
various fields, eminent writers 
and celebrities. These range 
from parenting (with an em¬ 
phasis on topics like bullying, 
LGBTQ+ sensitisation, gender 


equality) to wellness (with a 
holistic approach to fitness, 
positive body image and men¬ 
tal health awareness). 

Mass appeal 

While the platform is not yet 
live, the publicity material sug¬ 
gests Tweak will also provide a 
deep-dive into culture, with a 
focus on sustainability, beauty, 
career and lifestyle. “We want¬ 
ed to make the aspirational a 
little more acceptable,” says 
Khanna. “Not that it means 
we’ll push a $4,000 Dolce & 


Gabanna bag, nor will we 
nudge you towards Big Bazaar. 
We’ll help you find a trendy 
sweet spot.” 

Doesn’t this sound uncanni¬ 
ly like the Refinery29 of India? 
Khanna says the team looked 
at the most popular platforms 
in India and abroad (which in¬ 
cludes the aforementioned Re- 
finery29, apart from Goop and 
POPxo) and found that there 
was an opportunity to learn 
from the best and turn it into 
something unique. What’s spe¬ 
cial about the platform, ac¬ 



cording to her, is that it is ag¬ 
nostic to demographics. 
“We’re not running after just 
the youth. We also want to 
hear from older folks. Nobody 
seems to want to hear from 
them, but their experience 
matters. They have so much 
more to share.” 

Standing out in the crowd 

In times when the explosion of 
content is almost anxiety-in¬ 
ducing, and platforms are con¬ 
stantly competing for eyeballs, 
Khanna says the quality and 



range of content are key to set 
themselves apart. “We have so¬ 
mething for everyone: short 
and long reads, podcasts, vide¬ 
os and events. And we aren’t 
giving sermons or telling peo¬ 
ple how to live. We’ve kept our 
tone irreverent and funny. I 
think that’s why people read 
me, and I hope that works for 
the platform as well,” she says. 

Have they figured out how 
to make money off a content 
platform? Khanna says it 
would be foolish to enter a bu¬ 
siness without a plan. “We’ve 


identified five revenue sources - 
but I can’t tell you what they are. 
We don’t want others to benefit 
from our hard work! Hopefully 
our projections will hold up.” 
She also emphasises that tech¬ 
nology plays a critical role in en¬ 
suring the success of such plat¬ 
forms as well, right from the 
back-end that manages content, 
to the servers that handle it. 

Buddy system 

As for the overall approach, 
Khanna says it is three-pronged: 
in-house opinion, contributions 
from freelancers, and articles by 
experts in various fields. She 
herself will contribute long-form 
pieces and conduct interviews 
with experts and celebrities. 
“Trust me, interviewing is much 
more challenging than being the 
interviewee,” she laughs. 

Given the celebrities who 
have recently taken to social me¬ 
dia to promote Tweak, I ask if 
there’s another writer from the 
fraternity who is ready to sur¬ 
prise us with their pen. “A lot of 
people started writing at the 
same time as I did. I don’t know 
how they fared and whether 
they were passionate enough 
about writing,” she says. 

For her, however, the last se¬ 
ven years have been transforma¬ 
tive. Writing is now an insepara¬ 
ble part of her. “I don’t know a 
different way of living. I didn’t 
have any acting skills, so thank 
God I could write!” There is a 
thoughtful pause. "... But I don’t 
want Tweak to be about me. It’s 
a collaborative platform. I’d like 
it to stay that way.” 

Just as we’re winding up, 
another (or perhaps the same) 
recalcitrant child clamours for 
her attention once again. She re¬ 
turns to our conversation with a 
well-aimed dig: “This is what wo¬ 
men have to deal with, even 
when we’re doing interviews. 
Somehow, this doesn’t really 
happen to men.” 


Visit tweakindia.com from September 
30 onward 


FILM REVIEW 


SCROLL 


Postcards from father to daughter 

^ Abominable is an incredibly likable tale about a young girl taking a lost yeti back to the Himalayas, while reconnecting 
with herself. What can be more feel-good than that 



We are family The characters in Abominable appeal to everyone -special arrangement 


NAMRATAJOSHI 

Abominable might be set in 
Shanghai but the thing that 
struck me is how much the 
urban China feels like New 
York. Not when it comes to 
the geography of the place 
that is created in spectacu¬ 
lar detail, but how the cha¬ 
racters, relationships, situa¬ 
tions and emotions blend in 
and fuse with the Holly¬ 
wood mode of story-telling 
than stand for and repre¬ 
sent the specifics of culture. 
But then this amalgamation 
is the way, perhaps, that the 
whole wide world is mov¬ 
ing, both on and off-screen. 

So teenager Yi’s (Chloe 
Bennet) Nai Nai (grand¬ 
mother, Tsai Chin) might 
serve typical baos and dum¬ 
plings on the dinner table 
but Yi’s relationship with 
her mother and Nai Nai, the 
teenage angst, the part-time 
job she does and the larger 
teenage scene, have a un¬ 
iversal ring. As do the mo¬ 
bile, social media and selfie 
obsession and the “dude” 
lingo. That’s just an obser¬ 
vation, which doesn’t quite 
take away from the film’s 
substantive charm. 


The story is straight and 
simple, with something en¬ 
tirely foreseeable about it. 

Yet Abominable turns out 
extremely likeable. Yi dis¬ 
covers a lost yeti on the ter¬ 
race of her building and 
goes on a journey with her 
cousins Peng (Albert Tsai) 
and Jin (Tenzing Norgay 
Trainor) to reunite him with 


his family at Mount Everest. 
On their chase is the rich 
old man Burnish (Eddie Iz- 
zard). Dr Zara (Sarah Paul¬ 
son) and their bunch of 
crooks who want to capture 
the young yeti for their own 
devious aims. 

The characters - big or 
small - are rounded, ani¬ 
mated, vital and distinct. 


The physical travel, through 
the most enchanting of 
places, reaches out not just 
to the children but also the 
child lying dormant in the 
most cold and cynical of 
adult hearts. There’s so¬ 
mething bewitching about 
those giant blueberries, the 
dandelions, the giant Budd¬ 
ha, the Yellow Mountains 


and the Gobi Desert. But 
the real deal is to do with 
the inner, emotional jour¬ 
ney which harps on the cen¬ 
trality of the family. 

How a daughter unwit¬ 
tingly follows in the foot¬ 
steps of a dead father; how 
among other things the spi¬ 
rit of adventure could also 
be an inadvertent legacy. 


Abominable 

DIRECTOR: Jill CljltOn 

cast: Computer animated 
film with voices of Chloe 
Bennet, Albert Tsai, 

Tenzing Norgay Trainor, 
Eddie Izzard, Sarah 
Paulson, Tsai Chin, and 
Michelle Wong 
run time: 97 minutes 
storyline: Teenager Yi 
discovers a lost Yeti on the 
terrace of her building and 
goes on a journey to 
reunite him with his family 
at Mount Everest 


It’s all about the postcards 
from a father to the daught¬ 
er. The biggest emotional 
pull, however, is the lost 
and found theme itself. In 
taking a yeti back home, a 
youngster lost to the world, 
because of unresolved grief, 
manages to reconnect with 
and home in on herself and 
the world around her. 

Healing is all - be it a bro¬ 
ken heart or the strings of a 
violin. The heart has to 
keep singing, the violin has 
to play on. Nothing can be 
more feel-good and heart¬ 
warming than that when it 
comes to a family film, that 
too in the festive season. 


Byte trail 

Your guide to all things new on the World Wide Web 


StyleNook 

This online personal styling service uses a 
combination of Artificial Intelligence and a 
personal stylist to take the stress out of 
style for working women. Share your 
aesthetic, budget and measurements, and 
^ * get a box of five curated garments that you 
can pick from. Details: stylenook.in 



Safety never stops 

After a Bengaluru woman claimed that 
the safety button on the Uber app did 
not work during an emergency, the 
cab-sharing platform is raising 
awareness of processes and tech- 
enabled safety features that riders can 
use. The campaign in five Indian languages includes an in-ride 
briefing video. Details: uber.com 

Spotify playlists 

The music streaming service recently 
launched two new personalised playlists. 
On Repeat will find and play all of the 
songs you've listened to at least twice in 
the last month, and Repeat Rewind will 
bring together all your favorite tracks that you've listened to 
at least twice over the last three months. 




Apple Music x Alexa 

Amazon has announced that Apple 
Music will now be available on their 
voice assistant devices, as well as 
third-party smart speakers. Users can 
set up the skill through the amazon.in 
website or through the Skills Store. India 
is one of only 13 countries where this integration is supported. 

Instagram dark mode 

The photo-sharing app is testing a dark 
user interface mode for Android users. 
According to a report by Android Police, 
there are no other redesigns or new 
features, but the beta versions of Android 
10 automatically adopt a black-and-grey interface when the 
system dark theme is enabled. 

Contact us at delhimetro@thehindu.co.in 




5 EVENTS worth your while 



Vocal and sitar recital 

Pracheen Kala Kendra presents its 13th Quarterly 
Baithak, a music concert under the series called 
'Legends of Tomorrow'. The event will feature a 
vocal recital by Sounak Chattopadhyay from 
Kolkata, accompanied by Mahavir Charavat on 
the tabla, followed by a sitar recital by Adnan 
Khan, with Saptak Sharma on the tabla. 
venue: Triveni Kala Sangam, Mandi House 
TIME: 6:30 p.m. 




Stand up comedy 


FAKING 

Jokes 

A Trial Solo by 


PERFORMANCE 




PERFORMANCE 


Paper art 

An art show titled Of Paper explores the 
creations of six contemporary artists who work 
with paper as the medium. The artists are Ankon 
Mitra, Chetnaa, Pierre Legrand, Sachin George 
Sebastian, Sachin Tekade and Ziya Tarapore. The 
collection features paper sculptures with dye 
and acrylic on framed canvas. 
venue: Gallery Art Motif, Safdarjung Enclave 
time: 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 


Comic act 

Cineaste' Production is staging a trial solo 
Hinglish stand-up comic act, 'Faking Jokes' by 
comedian Amar, tonight. An MBA degree holder, 
Amar is also a writer, who tries to create new 
jokes, shares life experiences and also explores 
subjects which are not close to his heart. 
venue: Akshara Theatre, 11-12 B, Baba Kharak 
Singh Marg 
TIME: 6:30 p.m. 


Navratra special 

With Navratra around the corner, Daniell's 
Tavern, a pan-Indian restaurant, offers a 
traditional thali, starting this Sunday. The menu 
includes Sabudana Kheer, Samak ki Khichdi, 
Pethe ki Sabzi, Jeera Aaloo, Palak Paneer, Kuttu 
Ke Pakode Aur Poodi, Kaju Badaam Ki Sabzi, 
Paneer Tikka, Sabudana Tikki, and more. 
venue: The Imperial, Janpath 
time: 6:30 p.m. -11:45 p.m. 


Storytelling 

OddBird Theatre & Foundation is hosting 'Kallo', 
a dramatised reading, performed by Fouzia 
Dastango. Kallo is a story written by Urdu author 
Sameena Nazeer about two women, Kallo and 
Mushtari Bano, who were rejected by society, 
rediscovering meaning in their lives after they 
begin living together. 
venue: The Dhan Mill, Chattarpur 
TIME: 6:30 p.m. 
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actor hopes to “start a dia¬ 
logue and celebrate people 
who have been climate 
warriors”. “These are peo¬ 
ple from varied back¬ 
grounds - there are those 
who earn ^10-12,000 to bil¬ 
lionaires. What’s common 
is that they have devoted 
their lives and time to this 
cause,” says Pednekar, ad¬ 
ding that the idea is to 
spark change without ‘be¬ 
ing too preachy’. 

On the personal front, 
she has made changes that 
help her live a more envi¬ 
ronmentally sustainable 
life. “The pressure in all 
the taps at home is at 20% 
and we recycle everything. 
I also try and be more res¬ 
ponsible towards the kind 
of clothes that I wear and 
try to buy from eco-con- 
scious brands. I don’t litter, 
I haven’t used plastic in a 


very long time and neither 
does my staff,” she says. 

Body positivity 

It is this mindfulness that 
Pednekar also brings to her 
on-screen work. When she 
took on the role of Sandhya 
Varma, an overweight 
teacher in Sharat Katariya’s 
sleeper hit Dum Laga Ke 
Haisha (2015), she knew 
that the role would ques¬ 
tion the beauty standards 
we impose on our leading 
ladies. This year, in Saand 
Ki Aankh, she plays a wrin¬ 
kled, grey-haired sharp¬ 
shooter, and in her Novem¬ 
ber release, Bala, her 
character has dark skin. Ob¬ 
viously, vanity is not one of 
her sins. She laughs when I 
point this out and corrects 
me. “I’ve taken it upon my¬ 
self to break every kind of 
beauty standard we’ve 


created in this country. I am 
comfortable with celebrat¬ 
ing flaws in front of the 
camera but in real life, I be¬ 
lieve in the concept of vani¬ 
ty. For me, it means loving 
myself. I love wearing 
make-up and wearing beau¬ 
tiful clothes. What I don’t 
like is when people think 
you have to look a certain 
way to look beautiful.” 

On the run 

This is just the actor’s 
fourth year in the business 
and while she’s marching to 
her own beat, she is also 
trying to make sense of this 
industry and learning to 
deal with fame. In 2019, 
she’s had to tackle a few 
firsts - director Abhishek 
Chaubey’s Sonchiriya was 
her first film that didn’t 
work at the box office; with 
rumours about her dating 
Jackie Bhagnani, there’s 
suddenly a lot of interest in 
her personal life; and she’s 
learning the need for longer 
breaks between films. “One 
wants to be filming con¬ 
stantly and doing those ma¬ 
ny films, but it can’t be the 
way the last two years have 
been. I had two major 
health scares this year, and 
it was because I was under 
immense pressure. I’ve 
realised that I don’t pick up 
regular material - all my 
films require a lot of work. 
It drains you emotionally 
and physically, and I don’t 
want to burn out.” 


On a roll (Clockwise from above) 
The poster of Bhoot ; Pednekar and 
Taapsee Pannu with Chandro and 
Prakashi Tomar; in Saand Ki Aankh] 
and the poster of Dolly Kitty Aur 
Woh Chamakte Sitaare 


Coming up 

Pednekar describes Saand Ki Aankh, 
her first Diwali release, as an 
"uplifting film about relatable 
characters". It has her teaming up 
with Taapsee Pannu to bring to the 
screen the Lives of Chandro and 
Prakashi Tomar, the world's oldest 
women sharpshooters. "They're 87 
and they've seen so much. The duo 
wore ghoongats till they were 65, 
then this event happens and their 
lives change. The film celebrates 
their spirit." In Bala, Pednekar is 
reunited with her Dum Laga Ke... 
co-star Ayushmann Khurrana. She'Ll 
end the year with Pati Patni Aur Woh, 
a remake of the 1978 rom-com. Early 
2020 will see Bhoot and Dolly Kitty... 
hitting theatres, and she'll start 
shooting for the historical Takht. "I 
don’t want to talk too much about 
Takht, but whatever I'm doing in the 
film is different. Nobody's seen me 
Like that; I'm really excited." 


66 

I love wearing 
make-up and wearing 
beautiful clothes. What I 
don't like is when people 
think you have to look a 
certain way to look 
beautiful 


Idont 

. wanttQ 

burn out 


Actor Bhumi Pednekar would rather use 
fame to champion climate warriors and 
disrupt beauty standards 


KARISHMA UPADHYAY 

To say that this has been 
and will continue to be a 
busy year for Bhumi Ped¬ 
nekar is an understate¬ 
ment. The actor has five re¬ 
leases - Saand Ki Anlch, 
Bala, Pati Patni Aur Woh, 
Bhoot - Part One: The 
Haunted Ship, Dolly Kitty 
Aur Woh Chamakte Si¬ 
taare - in the next six 
months and will start 
shooting for the Karan Jo- 
har opus, Takht, soon. “It 
has been insane but it is 
the kind of insanity that I 
love and keeps me going, 
because all these roles are 
so varied. I’ve played a 19- 
year-old in Dolly Kitty... 
and a 70-year-old in Saand 
Ki Aankh.” 


Passion project 

While these films have re¬ 
quired Pednekar’s undivid¬ 
ed attention, it is her up¬ 
coming social media 
campaign, Climate War¬ 
riors, that she is most excit¬ 
ed about. “I realised that 
just changing habits within 
myself and my family is not 
enough. If I’m in a place of 
privilege and have the 
power to influence people 
to buy the clothes or the 
make-up I wear, why 
wouldn’t they listen to me 
if I talk about small chang¬ 
es they can make to save 
the planet? The idea being 
‘boond boond se sagar 
banta hain’ (every little bit 
counts),” says the 30-year- 
old actor. 

With the campaign, the 
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illE'KE MERE TODAY TO 
W to EVAU/ATE OUR 
PERFORMANCES ON THE 
FIELD.., EACH OF US 
CAN 5TAND A LITTLE 
IMPROVEMENT... 


ALL RIGHT, 1 
TEAM, LET'S t 
PM ATTENTIC Ny \ 


EACH OF US CAN 
LEARN SOMETHING IF 
WE RE WILLING TO 
ACCEPT CRITICISM... 



HAGAR THE HORRIBLE 


CALVIN AND HOBBES 



X SEE THAT MCWDAV vVIU- 
ee A OOOO PAY RPR. YOU 
TIC RAID A CASTL&/ 



■fues pay you will ceceive an 

oven PUB HOSPITAL BILL/ 





TIGER 
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\MFW po you 

CAJ2RY IT 
v AszouNP? y 


‘owa <5on T my 
M Ni HSAP 7 ?J UMLUCKY 
STOWE , 


TAIL AFPAkO VJHEM 
X THFSOvW IT 
AVJAW" ru- 6F2EAK 
^ Someth 


WUMO 


n 



Thank you, sir! Tell me more! 
I live for verbal abuse! And 
how can customer service 
help you today? 


Masochists love to work in ca 


You giant idiot! I've 
been waiting for 45 
minutes! Moron!!! 


PEARLS BEFORE SWINE 



k£Y PAT THIS IS MY FRIEND \ EXCUSE 
DOCTOR PAN. HES A MEMBER ME. 

of we international orq- } doctor 

AffiATm:DOCTORS WITHOUT—/ 



\ 8UTHEY 
HAVE YOU 
TRIED THE 
ROAST BEEF 
HERE? , 


OH YEAH 
V CORE 
GONNA 
DIE. , 


DOCTORS WITHOUT 
INTERPERSONAL 
SKI USC . 


HI. I CAME IN TO SEE 
YOU ON TUESDAY WAS 

wondering if you got 

MY TEST RESULTS. 



UT 3 ClinE. tfy Andrew! Mcrrad-I tor UFS 


I HEALTH CAPSULES® 

by finon ^miTh 

WHAT T £1 A POSTSJQTJ£? 

JinTiT-yioric;. 

trRij D \€jOt I C \HV w 

OUT FLOFia/ jj 

^ PaSTteTOTTCS ARE TTtE 2 

WASTE COMPOUNDS ■! 

y CftErtTEb By voufa fiU r Li 

- BACTERIA, yOUR 3 

^ MT^ftOFlT OME. A HEALTHY ■; 

- MT^ROSTOME WILL 
r ' AN ADEQUATE AMOUNT 
OF PQ STETOTTCS. BUT IF 
THE MICROBIOMt- \-\AS 
BE EM COMPROMISED fly 
A MTXSlO TICS, POSTB-IO TIC 

PftObuC'i ION Will Diminish, 
LE4VJ NO THE MJOaOBJOME 

vulnerable to many 

bl^ET^TTVE TMfi A LANCET. 
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THE GUARDIAN QUICK CROSSWORD-13186 
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3 At a time when demand 
is less (3-4) 

5 Disprove (5) 

6 Short section of sharp 
bends on a motor-racing 
track (7) 

7 More impetuous - slice 
of meat (6) 

8 Full-bodied sweet 
fortified wine (5,6) 

14 Assignment - calling 
(7) 

15 Italian operatic 
composer, d. 1868 (7) 

16 Person who rouses 
game birds to be shot (6) 

17 Liking to wear fancy or 
formal clothes (6) 

19 Treat carefully (5) 

21 Got up (5) 

Solution will appear 
in The Hindu dated 
September30,2019. 


■ Across 

I One who owes money 
(6) 

4 Alcoholic pick-me-up 
( 6 ) 

9 One Ford (anag) - 
ruined (4,3) 

10 Part of the cricket 
wicket (5) 

II Promiscuous (5) 

12 Set going (7) 

13 Ruse designed to 
disguise one's real 


intentions (11) 

18 Inner distinctive 
nature of anything (7) 
20 Step (5) 

22 Person acting as a 
judge?(5) 

23 Catastrophic (7) 

24 Depict artistically (6) 

25 Courteously (6) 

■ Down 

1 Deprive by deceit (6) 

2 Stringed instrument 
(5) 


Solution No. 13185 
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V.K. VISMAYA ► 


Games - Swapna, Manjit, Neer- 
aj and triple-jumper Arpinder 
Singh, who failed to make the 
qualification standard - will not 
be in action at the Worlds. 

The relay story 

India’s relay teams will be un¬ 
der the spotlight in Doha. The 
AFI has long claimed that the 
4x400m relay could bring the 
country its first athletics medal 
from the Olympics. The Federa¬ 
tion appears to have convinced 
the Sports Ministry and the 
Sports Authority of India of this, 
and the relay teams’ prepara¬ 
tions under Russia-born Amer¬ 
ican coach Galina Bukharina 
have certainly been well sup¬ 
ported financially. 

The AFI’s focus, in its ‘target 
Olympic medal’, was on the 
women’s relay team first. Later, 
with Muhammed Anas, Arok- 
ia Rajiv and A. Dharun doing 
well, the men were in favour, 
too. Now, the newly introduced 
mixed relay offers hope, es¬ 
pecially since the mixed-relay 
team is fifth on the current IAAF 
World performance list, with 
3:16.47s, which won it the Asian 
Championships silver in April. 

“Of the three relays, we defi¬ 
nitely have a better chance in 
the mixed relay,” says chief na¬ 
tional coach Bahadur Singh. 

P.T. Usha, one of the sport’s 
greats, agrees. “Both V.K. Vis- 
maya and Jisna Mathew should 
be doing 51-plus laps and with 
national record holder Mu¬ 
hammed Anas and the other 
runner [Noah Nirmal Tom is a 
strong contender for the berth] 
also looking strong, we have a 
chance of entering the final,” 


INDIAN CONTINGENT 

PB: Personal Best | SB: Season's best 

Men 

1500m: Jinson Johnson (PB 
3:35.24; SB 3.35.24) 

Marathon: T. Gopi (PB 2:13:39; 
SB 2:13:39) 

3000m steeple chase: Avinash 
Sable (PB 8:28.94; SB 8:28.94) 
400m hurdles: A. Dharun (PB 
48.80; SB 48.80); M.P. Jabir (PB 
49.13; SB 49.13) 

20km race walk: K.T. Irfan (PB 
1:20:21; SB 1:20:57); Devender 
Singh (PB 1:20:21; SB 1:21:25) 
4x400m relay: Alex Antony, 

A. Dharun, Harsh Kumar, 

Amoj Jacob, Jeevan Suresh, 
Muhammed Anas, Noah Nirmal 
Tom (team PB 3:00.91; SB 
3:02.59) 

Long jump: M. Sreeshankar (PB 
8.20; SB 8.00) 

Shot put: Tejinder Singh (PB 
20.75; SB 20.36) 

Javelin throw: Shivpal Singh (PB 
86.23; SB 86.23) 

Women 

100m: Dutee Chand (PB 11.24; 
SB 11.26) 

200m: Archana Suseentran (PB 
23.18; SB 23.18) 

400m: Anjali Devi (PB 51.53; SB 
51.53) 

1500m: P.U. Chitra (PB 4:11.55; 
SB 4:12.65) 

4x400m relay: Jisna Mathew, 
M.R. Poovamma, V. Revathi, V. 
Subha, V.K. Vismaya, R. Vithya 
(team PB 3:26.89; SB 3:31.93) 
Javelin throw: Annu Rani (PB 
62.34; SB 62.34) 

The 4x400m mixed relay team 
will comprise the best from the 
men's and women's teams (team 
PB: 3:15.71; SB 3:16.47) 


says Usha. “I don’t think our 
men’s and women’s relay teams 
are capable of entering the final, 
it will be tough for them.” 


Behold the air-walker 

■ The winds helped carry him to a 
mighty 8.92m jump in Havana in March 
and Cuba's world indoor champion Juan 
Miguel Echevarria, the world leader with 
8.65m under legal wind conditions, will be 
the big favourite in the men's Long jump. The 
21 -year-old is far ahead of the rest of the 
field; South Africa's defending champion Luvo 
Manyonga, though not at his best, will be his 
main rival. Will Mike Powell's 8.95m world 
record be in danger? One thing is certain: M. 
Sreeshankar's eyes will be glued on the two. 


Five to watch 

The most exciting events and athletes to 
keep an eye on this Worlds. By Stan Rayan 


A new king cometh? 

■ He could be the next big thing in world 
athletics, someone who could occupy the 
throne vacated by Usain Bolt, but he's intent 
on establishing his own reign. 

"Why do I have to be the next him? Me? 

I'm the current Noah Lyles," the 22-year-old 
American said recently. 

A former under-20 champion, Lyles consid¬ 
ered running both the 100m and the 200m in 
Doha, but decided to contest only the Longer 
event at the US Trials. 

A regular Diamond League winner this 
season, his world-leading 19.50s in 
Lausanne made many jump up in shock. 

Lyles has an eye on Bolt's world record 
of 19.19s. Incidentally, he is also the 
second-fastest 100m runner (9.86s) in 
the world this year. 


Assessing India’s 
chances at the 
World Athletics 
Championships 


The optimism after the success at the Asian Games last year has 
evaporated, with injuries and inconsistency troubling India’s 
athletes. How will they do in Doha? 


Jamaica's sprinters, still the 
benchmark 

■ She took time off in 2017 to have her first 
child and on return, this summer, Jamaica's 
two-time Olympic champion Shelly-Arm 
Fraser-Pryce has proved that she has lost 
none of her speed, clocking a world-lead¬ 
ing 10.73s in the 100m in Kingston in June. 
Ready to give her a strong challenge will 
be compatriot and Olympic champion Elaine 
Thompson, who shares the top spot on the 
world list with her. 


Three pursue Young's old record 

■ Kevin Young's 46.78s, set in 1992, 
is track's oldest men's world record, 
but it might be under threat in Doha. 

Not one but three men - Norway's 
defending champion Karsten Warholm 
(PB 46.92), American Rai Benjamin 
(46.98) and Qatar's Abderrahman 
Samba (46.98) - are capable of 
breaking the 400m hurdles 
record. 

The winning time at the Rio 
Olympics and the Last Worlds 
were very slow, but in the 
last two seasons, Warholm, 

Benjamin and Samba have combined to clock 
five of the nine fastest times in history. The 
hurdles will surely be hot in Doha. 


The end of Germany's javelin 
dominance? 

■ The Germans have ruled men's javelin 
these Last few years. Thomas Rohler and 
Johannes Vetter have taken the last Olympic 
and World titles respectively but by the look 
of things, that domination could be com¬ 
ing to an end. The Germans have topped 
the world list the Last three seasons, but 
this year, it is Estonian Magnus Kirt who 
heads the chart. A healthy Neeraj Chopra 
would have been in the mix, and Indian 
fans will hope that he recovers fully and 
returns to where he belongs. 


ered the Games period - the 
AFI confidently proclaimed that 
India had become an Asian su¬ 
perpower; it would now shift its 
focus to the Olympics. 

“We have a long-term plan, 
we have been working quietly 
and we are not going to reveal 
our plans to anybody. We have 
submitted our plans for the 
Olympics to the government, 
our target events have all been 
given to them confidentially,” 
AFI president Adille Sumariwal- 
la had told The Hindu then. 

A change in mood 

But with the curtain going up at 
the IAAF World Athletics Cham¬ 
pionships in Doha, the mood 
isn’t quite as optimistic. Many 
of Jakarta’s gains seem to have 
evaporated. 


When he produced that 
88.06m stunner to clinch the 
javelin throw gold at the Asiad, 
Neeraj Chopra looked like he 
was ready to win a World Cham¬ 
pionships medal. But an elbow 
injury, which required surgery, 
has played spoiler. 

Neeraj’s situation isn’t unique 
in Indian athletics this year. 
Heptathlete Swapna Barman, 
800m runner Manjit Singh, and 
400m runners Hima, Saritaben 
Gayakwad and Arokia Rajiv are 
on the injured list, too. So much 
so that the quartermilers’ and 
relay camp in Poland and the 
Czech Republic earlier this year 
looked like a rehab centre of 
sorts. 

With this being the state of 
affairs, four of the six individu¬ 
al gold medallists at the Asian 


STAN RAYAN 


W ith the brown streaks 
in her black hair shim¬ 
mering like gold under 
Jakarta’s night sky, Hima Das 
shook up Indian athletics late 
last year. 

The dazzling promise the 
then 18-year-old showed in 
clocking a world-class 50.79s to 
win the 400m silver at the Asian 
Games made the Athletics 
Federation of India (AFI) 
dream big. 

After the rich sev¬ 
en-gold haul at the 
Asiad - it could soon 
be eight, with one of 
Bahrain’s mixed-re- 
lay runners, Kemi 
Adekoya, failing a 
dope test that cov¬ 


WORD PLAY 

Buggy whip 


• What is it? It's an unconventional 
version of tennis' forehand stroke. Instead 
of the racquet going across the body and 
finishing on the other side, the follow- 
through of the 'buggy whip' forehand 
finishes on the same side - over the right 
shoulder for a right-hander. 


• Why is it so named? The stroke 
resembles the use of a 'buggy whip', a 
whip once brandished by drivers of buggies 
(small, horse-drawn carriages). The stroke 
is also known as the 'reverse' forehand 
because it finishes on the opposite side of 
the traditional forehand. 



• When is it used? When a player is 
stretched, forced to make late contact 
with the ball, often behind the hip. There 
isn't enough time to shift the weight 
forward, into the stroke. So, the player 
whips the racquet up a steep, vertical 
plane, on the same side of the body. 


• Who does it best? Pete Sampras (on 
the run), Steffi Graf (for the kill-shot), and 
Rafael Nadal (for extreme spin and angle). 
It's more frequent in modern tennis, but 
past masters have used it, too: there are 
videos of Bill Tilden and Don Budge hitting 
the 'buggy whip' forehand. 


ON THE BOX 


STACKING UP 



■ Premier League: sat: 

Sheffield v Liverpool, 4.50 p.m., 
Chelsea v Brighton, 7.20 p.m., 
Everton v Manchester City, 9.40 
P.M.; STAR SPORTS SELECT 1 & HD. 
Tottenham v Southampton, 7.20 
P.M., STAR SPORTS SELECT 2HD. 
sun: Leicester v Newcastle, 8.40 
P.M., STAR SPORTS SELECT 1 & HD. 

■ Bundesliga: sat: Dortmund 
v Werder Bremen, 9.45 p.m.; 

STAR SPORTS SELECT 2 & HD. SUN: 
Fortuna v Freiburg, 6.40 p.m.; 

STAR SPORTS SELECT 2 & HD. 

■ Serie A: sat: Juventus v SPAL, 

6.30 p.m., Sampdoria v Inter, 

9.30 P.M.; SONY TEN 2 & HD. SUN: 
Napoli v Brescia, 4 p.m., Lazio v 
Genoa, 6.30 p.m., Cagliari v Hellas 
Verona, 9.30 p.m.; sony ten 2 

& HD. 

■ Pro Kabaddi League: sat: 
Haryana v UP, 7.15 p.m., Gujarat 
v Chennai, 8.30 p.m.; star sports 
i, 2 & hd. sun: Pune v Delhi, 7.15 
p.m., Haryana v Gujarat, 8.30 
P.M.; STAR SPORTS 1, 2 & HD. 

■ Russian GP: sat: Qualifying, 
5.15 P.M.; STAR SPORTS SELECT 2 
& hd. sun: Main race, 4.30 p.m.; 
STAR SPORTS SELECT 2 & HD. 

■ Athletics World Championships: 

SAT: 6.40 P.M.; STAR SPORTS 3. 

SUN: 10.30 P.M.; STAR SPORTS 3 & 
STAR SPORTS SELECT 2 & HD. 




ICC Test Rankings 


ODI Rankings 


T20I Rankings 


Men's Top Five 


Women's Top Five 


# 

TEAM M 

PTS 

RATE 


# 

TEAM 



M 

PTS 

RATE 

# 

TEAM 

M 


PTS 

RATE 




# 

PLAYER 




AGE 

POINTS 

EVENTS 

# 

PLAYER 




AGE 

POINTS 

EVENTS 

1 

India 35 

4,027 

115 


1 

England 


54 

6,745 

125 

1 

Pakistan 

26 


7,365 

283 




m i 

Novak Djokovic 



32 

9,865 

16 

1 

Ashleigh Barty 



23 

6,446 

15 

2 

New Zealand 26 

2,829 

109 


2 

India 


58 

7,071 

122 

2 

England 

16 


4,253 

266 




■ 2 

Rafael Nadal 



33 

9,225 

16 

2 

Karolina Pliskova 


27 

6,125 

21 

3 

South Africa 27 

2,917 

108 


3 

New Zealand 

43 

4,837 

112 

3 

South Africa 

18 


4,720 

262 




3 

Roger Federer 



38 

7,130 

17 

3 

Elina Svitolina 



25 

5,160 

22 

4 

England 42 

4,366 

104 


4 

Australia 


50 

5,543 

111 

4 

India 

33 


8,620 

261 




4 

Daniil Medvedev 


23 

5,305 

25 

4 

Naomi Osaka 



21 

5,011 

17 

5 

Australia 33 

3,270 

99 


5 

South Africa 

47 

5,193 

110 

5 

Australia 

21 


5,471 

261 




5 

Dominic Thiem 



26 

4,415 

22 

5 

Bianca Andreescu 


19 

4,835 

16 

6 

Sri Lanka 40 

3,795 

95 


6 

Pakistan 


49 

4,756 

97 

6 

New Zealand 

19 


4,784 

252 
























7 

Pakistan 27 

2,263 

84 


7 

Bangladesh 

46 

3,963 

86 

7 

Afghanistan 

20 


4,694 

235 



Tod Indians ► 

i 






*1 




■t v 




? a 1 





8 

West Indies 32 

2,570 

80 


8 

Sri Lanka 


54 

4,425 

82 

8 

Sri Lanka 

21 


4,808 

229 















1 









9 

Bangladesh 23 

1,413 

61 


9 

West Indies 

49 

3,740 

76 

9 

West Indies 

24 


5,378 

224 




Prajnesh Gunneswaran 

Sumit Nagal 


Ankita Raina 



Y. Pranjala 





10 

Afghanistan 3 

165 

55 


10 

Afghanistan 

40 

2,359 

59 

10 

Bangladesh 

20 


4,468 

223 




Rank 81 A 1 spot 


Rank 161 ▼ 2 spots 

Rank 190 ▲ 1 spot 


Rank 339 ▼ 1 spot 


English Premier League Standings 







Spanish La Liga Standings 







Italian Serie A Standings 








German Bundesliga Standings 








# 

TEAM 

GP 

w 

D 

L 

GF 

GA 

GD 

PTS 

# 

TEAM 


GP 

w 

D 

L 

GF GA 

GD 

PTS 

# 

TEAM 

GP 

w 

D 

L 

GF 

GA 

GD 

PTS 

# 

TEAM 


GP 

w 

D 

L 

F 

A 

GD 

PTS 

l 

Liverpool 

6 

6 

0 

0 

17 

5 

12 

18 

l 

Real Madrid 


6 

4 

2 

0 

12 6 

6 

14 

l 

Inter Milan 

5 

5 

0 

0 

10 

1 

9 

15 

l 

RB Leipzig 


5 

4 

1 

0 13 

3 

10 

13 

2 

Manchester City 

6 

4 

1 

1 

24 

6 

18 

13 

2 

Real Sociedad 


6 

4 

1 

1 

10 4 

6 

13 

2 

Juventus 

5 

4 

1 

0 

9 

5 

4 

13 

2 

Bayern Munich 


5 

3 

2 

0 16 

4 

12 

11 

3 

Leicester City 

6 

3 

2 

1 

8 

5 

3 

11 

3 

Atletico Madrid 


6 

4 

1 

1 

7 4 

3 

13 

3 

Atalanta 

5 

3 

1 

1 

11 

8 

3 

10 

3 

Borussia Dortmund 

5 

3 

1 

1 15 

7 

8 

10 

4 

Arsenal 

6 

3 

2 

1 

11 

10 

1 

11 

4 

Athletic Bilbao 


6 

3 

3 

0 

7 2 

5 

12 

4 

Napoli 

5 

3 

0 

2 

13 

9 

4 

9 

4 

SC Freiburg 


5 

3 

1 

1 11 

4 

7 

10 

5 

West Ham United 

6 

3 

2 

1 

8 

7 

1 

11 

5 

Granada 


6 

3 

2 

1 

12 6 

6 

11 

5 

Cagliari 

5 

3 

0 

2 

8 

5 

3 

9 

5 

Schalke 


5 

3 

1 

1 10 

5 

5 

10 

6 

Bournemouth 

6 

3 

1 

2 

11 

10 

1 

10 

6 

Barcelona 


6 

3 

1 

2 

14 10 

4 

10 

6 

Torino 

5 

3 

0 

2 

8 

7 

1 

9 

6 

M'gladbach 


5 

3 

1 

1 

7 

5 

2 

10 

7 

Tottenham Hotspur 

6 

2 

2 

2 

12 

8 

4 

8 

7 

Sevilla 


6 

3 

1 

2 

7 5 

2 

10 

7 

Roma 

5 

2 

2 

1 

10 

9 

1 

8 

7 

Bayer Leverkusen 

5 

3 

1 

1 

8 

7 

1 

10 

8 

Manchester United 

6 

2 

2 

2 

8 

6 

2 

8 

8 

Villarreal 


6 

2 

2 

2 

13 10 

3 

8 

8 

Bologna 

5 

2 

2 

1 

7 

6 

1 

8 

8 

Wolfsburg 


5 

2 

3 

0 

8 

4 

4 

9 

9 

Burnley 

6 

2 

2 

2 

8 

7 

1 

8 

9 

Real Betis 


6 

2 

2 

2 

9 10 

-1 

8 

9 

Lazio 

5 

2 

1 

2 

7 

4 

3 

7 

9 

Eintracht Frankfurt 

5 

2 

1 

2 

7 

7 

0 

7 

10 

Sheffield United 

6 

2 

2 

2 

7 

6 

1 

8 

10 

Getafe 


6 

1 

4 

1 

10 9 

1 

7 

10 

Sassuolo 

5 

2 

0 

3 

10 

8 

2 

6 

10 

Werder Bremen 


5 

2 

0 

3 

8 

12 

-4 

6 

11 

Chelsea 

6 

2 

2 

2 

12 

13 

-1 

8 

11 

Levante 


6 

2 

1 

3 

7 8 

-1 

7 

11 

Brescia 

5 

2 

0 

3 

6 

7 

-1 

6 

11 

Hoffenheim 


5 

1 

2 

2 

4 

7 

-3 

5 

12 

Crystal Palace 

6 

2 

2 

2 

4 

7 

-3 

8 

12 

Osasuna 


6 

1 

4 

1 

4 5 

-1 

7 

12 

Parma 

5 

2 

0 

3 

5 

7 

-2 

6 

12 

FC Augsburg 


5 

1 

2 

2 

7 

11 

-4 

5 

13 

Southampton 

6 

2 

1 

3 

6 

9 

-3 

7 

13 

Valencia 


6 

1 

3 

2 

9 11 

-2 

6 

13 

AC Milan 

5 

2 

0 

3 

3 

5 

-2 

6 

13 

Fortuna Dusseldorf 

5 

1 

1 

3 

7 

9 

-2 

4 

14 

Everton 

6 

2 

1 

3 

5 

9 

-4 

7 

14 

Real Valladolid 


6 

1 

3 

2 

5 8 

-3 

6 

14 

Lecce 

5 

2 

0 

3 

6 

11 

-5 

6 

14 

1. FC Union Berlin 

5 

1 

1 

3 

5 

10 

-5 

4 

15 

Brighton and Hove Albion 6 

1 

3 

2 

5 

8 

-3 

6 

15 

Celta Vigo 


6 

1 

3 

2 

4 7 

-3 

6 

15 

Fiorentina 

5 

1 

2 

2 

8 

9 

-1 

5 

15 

Hertha Berlin 


5 

1 

1 

3 

5 

11 

-6 

4 

16 

Norwich City 

6 

2 

0 

4 

9 

14 

-5 

6 

16 

Eibar 


6 

1 

2 

3 

7 9 

-2 

5 

16 

Verona 

5 

1 

2 

2 

3 

4 

-1 

5 

16 

Cologne 


5 

1 

0 

4 

4 

11 

-7 

3 

17 

Newcastle United 

6 

1 

2 

3 

4 

8 

-4 

5 

17 

Alaves 


6 

1 

2 

3 

2 7 

-5 

5 

17 

Genoa 

5 

1 

2 

2 

7 

9 

-2 

5 

17 

Mainz 


5 

1 

0 

4 

5 

15 

-10 

3 

18 

Aston Villa 

6 

1 

1 

4 

6 

9 

-3 

4 

18 

Espanyol 


6 

1 

2 

3 

4 10 

-6 

5 

18 

Udinese 

5 

1 

1 

3 

2 

5 

-3 

4 

18 

SC Paderborn 07 

5 

0 

1 

4 

6 

14 

-8 

1 

19 

Wolverhampton Wanderers 6 

0 

4 

2 

7 

11 

-4 

4 

19 

Real Mallorca 


6 

1 

1 

4 

4 10 

-6 

4 

19 

Spal 

5 

1 

0 

4 

5 

11 

-6 

3 












20 

Watford 

6 

0 

2 

4 

4 

18 

-14 

2 

20 

Leganes 


6 

0 

2 

4 

3 9 

-6 

2 

20 

Sampdoria 

5 

1 

0 

4 

3 

11 

-8 

3 
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World Athletics Championships Schedule 2019 


The Championships feature 26 track and field events, including the 
mixed 4x400 metres relay, being held for the first time in the 
competition's history 


IAAF World Athletics Championships 

5)-U2019 

28 

SAT 

>/OC 

i 

9 

30 

MON 

1 

TUE 

2 

WED 

3 

THU 

4 

FRI 

i 

5 

SAT 

6 

SUN 

Ceremonies 









a 


100m 

a 

a 









200m 


a 

a 

a 

a 






400m 



a 

a 

a 

a 

a 




800m 

a 

a 

a 

a 







1500m 





a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

* 

5000m 



a 


a 



a 


O 

10,000m 

■ 








a 


Marathon 








a 



100m Hurdles 








a 

a 

cc 

110m Hurdles 



a 


a 





1- 

400m Hurdles 

■ 


a 

a 

a 


a 




3000m Steeplechase 



a 

a 



a 




20km Race Walk 


a 





a 




50km Race Walk 

a 










4 x 100m Relay 







a 

a 



4 x 400m Relay* 

a 

a 






a 

a 



High Jump 



a 

B| 



a 




Pole Vault 

a 

a 


a 







Long Jump 

a 







a 

a 

■ 

Triple Jump 


a 




a 


a 



Shot Put 





a 

a 


a 


LU 

Discus Throw 

a 


a 


a 


a 



“ 

Hammer Throw 

a 



a 

a 





LL 

Javelin Throw 
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a 




a 

a 


Heptathlon 





a 

a 





Decathlon 





a 

a 





Source: IAAF *Mixed 4 x 400 metres relay held for first time on Sep 28/29 


D GRAPHIC NEWS 


With the prospects of the 
men’s relay team looking rather 
bleak, it was surprising that Anas 
wasn’t entered in the individual 
400m despite his achieving the 
tough qualification standard, 
breaking his own national record 
(new: 45.21s) in July. The pace set 
by Doha’s strong field could have 
pushed him to achieve the Olym¬ 
pic entry standard (44.90s). 

The country’s two fastest fe¬ 
male quartermilers this year, 
Anjali Devi and Hima, will not 
feature in relay action either. 
Anjali’s time, 51.53s at the recent 
inter-State Nationals, makes her 
the second-best Asian this year 
but, according to Bahadur, the 
Haryana athlete will compete 
only in the individual event be¬ 
cause she has stayed away from 
the national camp. 

Johnson’s shot 

Jinson Johnson will be one to 
watch in the individual events, 
given the two good years he has 
just had. Apart from winning the 
1500m gold and the 800m silver 
at the Asiad, Johnson has im¬ 
proved his metric mile timing by 
more than 11 seconds, bringing his 
national record down to 3:35.24s 
in Berlin earlier this month. 

He will have to contend with 
runners who are about five to 
seven seconds faster, but the 
metric mile can sometimes be 
a strange event, especially if 
the race pace is slow. At the Rio 
Olympics, for instance, Ameri¬ 
can Matt Centrowitz took gold in 
3:50.00s, the slowest time by an 
Olympic champion in more than 
60 years. Johnson could be pray¬ 
ing for such a day. 

“I expect Jinson Johnson to do 


well, he will benefit if the race 
[1500m] is slow,” says Bahadur. 
“If it is fast, he will improve his 
national record. P.U. Chitra, too, 
should do well and if the 1500m 
is slow, her ranking will be bet¬ 
ter.” 

Incidentally, Centrowitz has 
been more than two seconds 
slower than Johnson this year, 
but don’t rush to catch a Dream¬ 
liner when you read this. For, al¬ 
though Kenya’s defending world 
champion Elijah Manangoi has 
pulled out with an ankle injury, 
his younger brother George will 
be present to keep the family tra¬ 
dition alive. 

Besides, Timothy Cheruiyot, 
Elijah’s training partner and the 
fastest metric miler this season 
with 3:28.77s, is the favourite. 
But Johnson could well make the 
entry standard for next year’s 
Tokyo Olympics, which is with¬ 
in reach considering his current 
form. 

Big-stage experience 
Another Indian athlete who 
has caught Bahadur’s eye is 
long-jumper M. Sreeshankar. Al¬ 
though the youngster was disap¬ 
pointed not to qualify on Friday 
for the final, competing on the 
big stage will have taught him 
many lessons. “Gaining experi¬ 
ence is the major goal here,” the 
20-year-old national record hold¬ 
er (8.20m) had said from Doha 
ahead of his event. 

Sreeshankar’s top effort on 
Friday was 7.62m, well below his 
season’s best (8m). But it wasn’t 
the easiest day for jumping, with 
only one athlete, favourite Juan 
Miguel Echevarria, making the 
automatic qualification standard 
of 8.15m. 

Considering the expectations 
from Johnson and Sreeshankar, 
it’s staggering that the coaches 
who have played such a big role 
in their rise and whose technical 
and moral support they could 
have done with aren’t a part of 
India’s travelling staff. Coach J.S. 
Bhatia - the man behind John¬ 
son’s stunning progress, as well 
as Chitra’s Asian title - wasn’t in¬ 
cluded. S. Murali, Sreeshankar’s 
coach and father, was also left 
out, but he is in Doha at his own 
expense. 

The javelin scene 

Davinder Singh Kang made histo¬ 
ry at the last Worlds, in London 
in 2017, becoming the first Indian 
javelin-thrower to enter the final. 
This time, Asian Championships 
silver medallist Shivpal Singh 
carries the country’s hopes. 

But Shivpal has been incon¬ 
sistent this season. After a ca¬ 
reer-best 86.23m in April, which 
took him to No. 12 on the world 
list, he managed only 76.48m 
in a Czech Republic meet this 
month. 

So, what are India’s chanc¬ 
es of adding to its lone medal 
(Anju Bobby George, long jump 
bronze in 2003) at the World 
Championships? Well, let’s just 
put it this way: considering the 
circumstances, you may want to 
say a prayer before tracking the 
athletes’ fortunes in Doha over 
the next week. 


Round 16: Russian GP 

SOCHI INTERNATIONAL STREET CIRCUIT 

SPEEDS, GEARS, LAP AND SECTOR TIMES ARE 
BASED ON 2017 & 2018 DATA 


SPEED KMH 


BRAKING GEAR 

O SECTOR 1 O SECTOR 2 


SECTOR 

TIME 


®T3 

27.5 


O SECTOR 3 


TIMING 

SECTOR 


—| LAP 
| TIME 



O DRS DETECTION MARSHAL POSTS LIGHT PANELS 

NUMBER OF LAPS: 53 CIRCUIT LENGTH: 5.853KM 


RACE NOTES 

■ Winding its way around the 
2014 Winter Olympics venue, 
Sochi is a long, technical 
circuit, comprising both 
public road and purpose-built 
sections 

■ The layout is characterised 
by hard braking into low- 
speed corners. The final 
sector is the circuit's slowest, 
with several right-angle 


bends which require high 
downforce 

■ The asphalt is very smooth 
- it has remained consistent 
since its debut in 2014 - and 
tyre degradation is minimal, 
compared to other tracks on 
the calendar 

■ Pirelli has chosen the three 
middle compounds of its five- 
tyre range, one step harder 
than last season, to "ensure 


(HD FIA MEDICAL & SAFETY CARS 

RACE DISTANCE: 309.745KM 

that drivers are able to push 
to the maximum, rather than 
rely on pace management, 
and ... cope with any changes 
in the track surface" 


■ A one-stop strategy is 
the norm at Sochi. But the 
forecast is for changeable 
weather, and so teams and 
drivers will have to stay alert 
and flexible through the 
weekend 


Ferrari’s turn of pace has 
Hamilton worried 


The five-time champion has a 65-point lead in the drivers’ 
standings with six races to go, but says the Italian team’s 
upgrade has changed the game 


Drivers' standings 

1. Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes) 

296 points (8 wins) 

2. Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes) 

231 points (2 wins) 

3. Charles Leclerc (Ferrari) 

200 points (2 wins) 

4. Max Verstappen (Red Bull) 

200 points (2 wins) 

5. Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari) 

194 points (1 win) 


F errari’s swift improve¬ 
ment after the August 
break, which has seen 
it win three straight races, 
has left Lewis Hamilton and 
Mercedes feeling vulnerable 
as the Formula One season 
enters the business end. 

This weekend’s Russian 
Grand Prix is race 16 of 21 
- although Hamilton leads 
the drivers’ standings by 65 
points, he isn’t expecting a 
comfortable run-in to a sixth 
world title, which seemed a 
given, half-way into the sea¬ 
son. 

The five-time champion 
should have every reason to 
feel confident - he has won 
three times at the former 
Olympic Park venue, includ¬ 
ing last year - but after see¬ 
ing Charles Leclerc triumph 
in Belgium and Italy and Se¬ 
bastian Vettel win in last Sun¬ 
day’s Singapore Grand Prix, 
he knows Ferrari has the car 
performance and the power 
to end the Silver Arrows’ su¬ 
premacy by the Black Sea. 

“These next races are go¬ 
ing to be tough,” admitted 
Hamilton. “If anyone feels 
relaxed they need talking 
to because we should all be 
feeling the pain in our team. 


6. Pierre Gasly (Toro Rosso) 

I think I am a realist so I see 
the situation we are in - and 
Ferrari have come up with 
some sort of upgrade that’s 
given them a massive boost. 

“Clearly, their car works 
everywhere now so it’s going 
to be very hard to beat them, 
particularly as they are so 
fast on the straights. They 
are delivering better than 
us so we have to get back to¬ 
gether and work hard.” 

Hamilton also faces a chal¬ 
lenge from within Mercedes. 
Teammate Valtteri Bottas 
has a sense of unfinished 
business after last year’s race 
in Sochi, where he was head¬ 
ing to victory until Mercedes 
asked him to let Hamilton 
through. 

It was a decision that irked 
Bottas, just as Ferrari’s use 
of the under-cut for Vettel 
did the same to Leclerc in 


69 points (no win) 

Singapore last week. The 
Monegasque was initially fu¬ 
rious, but calmed down after 
the race to adopt a more dip¬ 
lomatic tone ahead of Sochi. 

“It was very frustrating, 
but out of the car I under— 
stand the situation. I’m hap¬ 
py for Seb,” said Leclerc. 

Much will depend on how 
Ferrari’s updated car, with 
a heavily-revised front end, 
behaves at the demanding 
Sochi circuit, with several in¬ 
viting straights. 

Max Verstappen of Red 
Bull, third last Sunday, is an¬ 
other contender, especially 
after he topped Friday’s sec¬ 
ond practice. Although he 
has a five-place grid penalty 
for taking a new power unit, 
he is confident of his chanc¬ 
es, given the overtaking op¬ 
portunities the Sochi track 
presents, agence france-presse 


GAME THEORY 


PICTURE THIS 


The Simeone effect 

When Diego Simeone was named manager of Atletico Madrid in December 2011, Real Madrid was in complete 
control of the Madrid derby dynamic: it hadn't been beaten by Atletico in 22 games. Have Atletico's fortunes 
against Real changed under Simeone? A look at how the clubs stack up ahead of this weekend's Madrid derby: 


MADRID DERBY HEAD-TO-HEAD (ALL TIME) 



Real 

Madrid 

Atletico 

Madrid 

Draws 

Real 
win % 

Atletico 
win % 

League games 

87 

39 

38 

53.05% 

23.78% 

Cup games 

17 

11 

14 

40.48% 

26.19% 

Champions 
League games 

5 

2 

2 

55.56% 

22.22% 

Other games 

1 

4 

2 

14.29% 

57.14% 

Overall 

110 

56 

56 

49.55% 

25.23% 




BREAKDOWN OF LEAGUE GAMES (ALL TIME) 



Real 

Madrid 

Atletico 

Madrid 

Draws 

Real 
win % 

Atletico 
win % 

At Real's home 

52 

15 

15 

63.41% 

18.29% 

At Atletico's 
home 

35 

24 

23 

42.68% 

29.27% 


Real has 
won almost 
twice as 
many games 
as Atletico 
overall 


Real has 
dominated at 
the Bernabeu, 
but also has 
the better 
record away 
to Atletico 


MADRID DERBY HEAD-TO-HEAD (WITH SIMEONE AS ATLETICO MANAGER) 


Simeone has 
both improved 
Atletico's win- 
rate and reduced 
Real's win-rate 
(compared with 
the all-time 
figures), except 
in the Champions 
League 



Real 

Madrid 

Atletico 

Madrid 

Draws 

Real 
win % 

Atletico 
win % 

League games 

5 

4 

6 

33.33% 

26.67% 

Cup games 

2 

2 

1 

40.00% 

40.00% 

Champions 
League games 

4 

1 

1 

66.67% 

16.67% 

Other games 

1 

2 

0 

33.33% 

66.67% 

Overall 

12 

9 

8 

41.38% 

31.03% 


mf* 


BREAKDOWN OF LEAGUE GAMES (WITH SIMEONE AS ATLETICO MANAGER) 



Real 

Madrid 

Atletico 

Madrid 

Draws 

Real 
win % 

Atletico 
win % 

Under Simeone, Atletico has won three times as 
many games as Real has at the Bernabeu. But, 

At Real's home 

1 

3 

3 

14.29% 

42.86% 

worryingly for Rojiblanco fans ahead of this 
weekend's game at the Wanda Metropolitano, 
Real has won four times as many games as 
Atletico has at Atletico's home 

At Atletico's 
home 

4 

1 

3 

50.00% 

12.50% 


CM 

YK 






All the right moves 

Canoe slalom is a sport that involves 
navigating a decked canoe (inside 
which contestants kneel) or a kayak 
(inside which contestants sit) 
through a course of hanging gates as 
quickly as possible. 

Also known as whitewater slalom, 


the discipline is one of two canoeing 
events at the Olympics, canoe sprint 
the other. 

With the Games scheduled in 
Tokyo next year, the canoe slalom 
World Championships - currently 
underway in Segre Olympic Park in 
Spain - has attracted the best in 
the business. This year, the event 


doubles up as a qualifier for the 
Olympics; top-placed boats earn 
their National Olympic Committees 
a qualification quota. While the 
Worlds has individual and team 
competition, the 2020 Olympics will 
have only individual events. 

Courses are designed with both 
upstream and downstream gates 


(a gate consists of two poles hung 
from a wire strung across the 
river). There are time penalties for 
touching a gate (two seconds) and 
missing it altogether (50 seconds). 
Most slalom courses can be 
completed by the fastest paddlers 
in 80 to 120 seconds. The difficult 
ones can take up to 200 seconds. 




• • • 
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Markram makes hay when the sun shines 

Bavuma serves notice of his skills; bad light brings early end to day’s proceedings 



In good nick: Aiden Markram notched up his second century on this tour, coming up with a 
calculated assault, -k.r.deepak 


Azharuddin is HCA president 

Leads his team to a clean sweep in the elections 



New innings: A victorious Mohammad Azharuddin after the 
elections. - pti 


V.V. SU BRAHMANYAM 

VIZIANAGARAM 

Aiden Markram made the 
most of the chance to bat to 
score his second century on 
this tour (100 retired hurt) 
and take South Africa to 199 
for four at close of the second 
day’s play against Board Pre¬ 
sident's XI at the Dr. PVG Ra- 
ju Sports Complex here on 
Friday. 

Bad light stopped play im¬ 
mediately after captain Faf 
du Plessis was trapped leg 
before by left-arm spinner 
Dharmendrasinh Jadeja, 90 
minutes before the sche¬ 
duled close of play. 

Delayed start 

After a wet outfield delayed 
the start, action finally began 
just after noon and opener 
Markram was off the blocks 
in a hurry, dispatching fast 
bowler Umesh Yadav for 
three fours in his second 
over. 

Relishing the ball coming 
on to him, the in-form open¬ 
er was more comfortable and 
confident than a hesitant 
Dean Elgar. 

Umesh's new-ball partner 
Shardul Thakur was more 
impressive, making the bat¬ 


smen hurry onto the back- 
foot with a far more accurate 
line. 

However, it was Umesh 
who provided the first break¬ 
through, squaring up south¬ 


paw Elgar and forcing him to 
snick to gully. 

It was interesting to see 
captain Rohit Sharma check 
with Umesh whether he was 
happy with the slip cordon 


and the bowler responded in 
style. 

Though Theunis de Bruyn 
was trapped in front by pacer 
Ishan Porel and Jadeja struck 
with his second ball to have 


Zubayr Hamza lbw on the 
shuffle, Markram and Temba 
Bavuma served a reminder of 
their potential to counter the 
Indian bowlers in conditions 
alien to them and also on a 
very hot and humid day. 

Bavuma showed his ability 
to adjust to the pace and 
bounce of the pitch with his 
confident back-foot play. 

Markram, meanwhile, was 
confidence personified, not 
hesitating to use his feet 
against the spinners. He was 
especially harsh on Jadeja - 
carting him for a couple of 
sixes over long-on. He also 
managed to pick the gaps on 
the offside off the pacers with 
superb timing. 

The scores: 

South Africa - 1st innings: Ai¬ 
den Markram (retd, hurt) 100, 
Dean Elgar c Panchal b Umesh 
6, Theunis de Bruyn lbw b Porel 
6, Zubayr Hamza lbw b Jadeja 
22, Temba Bavuma (batting) 55, 
Faf du Plessis lbw b Jadeja 9; 
Extras (lb-1): 1. Total (for four 
wkts. in 50 overs): 199. 

Fall of wickets: 1-23, 2-33, 3- 
78, 4-199. 

Board President's XI bowling: 

Umesh Yadav 7-0-31-1, Shardul 
Thakur 10-3-34-0, Ishan Porel 
6-1-11-1, Avesh Khan 10-1- 
44-0, Jalaj Saxena 7-1-26-0, 
Dharmendrasinh Jadeja 10-1- 
52-2. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

VIZIANAGARAM 

Former India captain Mo¬ 
hammad Azharuddin was 
not only elected president of 
Hyderabad Cricket Associa¬ 
tion on Friday but also led 
his team to a clean sweep in 
the elections held at the Ra¬ 
jiv Gandhi Stadium in Hyde¬ 
rabad on Friday. 

Azhar polled 147 votes 
compared to his nearest riv¬ 
al Prakash Chand Jain’s 73. 

A delighted Azhar, in a 
chat with The Hindu, said: “I 
sincerely thank all those 
who supported me and also 
my panel members in this 
election. They have done 
their job and the onus is on 
us to implement each and 
every promise we made be¬ 
fore the election.” 

Top priority 

“My top priority is to im¬ 
prove cricket and the wel¬ 
fare of the players. As a 
player I am aware what ex¬ 
actly the players look for 
from the Association and I 
promise them that I will not 
disappoint them,” Azhar 
said. 

“Yes, this huge win is a big 
responsibility on me and I 
make it clear that I will take 
everyone with me, as the in¬ 
tention of the majority of the 


members is to revive the old 
glory of Hyderabad cricket,” 
he said. 

“I promise that we will 
not be confined to mere pro¬ 
mising but will deliver the 
goods. You will all see the 
change in how the HCA will 
be run in the coming days. I 
have always believed that a 
cricket association has to be 
run in a professional man¬ 
ner and not like a personal 


fiefdom of a few. I assure 
everyone that a new phase 
of cricket administration will 
be ushered in in HCA,” Az¬ 
har concluded. 

The HCA office-bearers: 

President: Mohd. Azharuddin; 
Vice-president: K. John Manoj; 
Secretary: R. Vijayanand; Joint¬ 
secretary: Naresh Sharma; 
Treasurer: Surinder Kumar 
Agarwal; Councillor: P. Anurad- 
ha. 


Women’s squads retained 
for West Indies tour 


Karachi’s 
return as ODI 
host delayed 

AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

KARACHI 

The opening day-night in¬ 
ternational between Pakis¬ 
tan and Sri Lanka was 
washed out without a ball 
being bowled due to heavy 
rain on Friday, depriving 
Karachi of hosting its first 
ODI in 10 years. 

Umpires called off the 
match as there were pools 
of water around the out¬ 
field with the pitch and ad¬ 
joining area covered. 

The remaining two ODIs 
will be played in Karachi 
on Sunday and 
Wednesday. 

A tropical depression in 
the Arabian sea, around 
which Karachi is situated, 
has caused intermittent 
rains for the last five days. 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

The Indian women’s team 
selectors on Friday named 
unchanged squads for the 
ODI and T20 series in the 
West Indies beginning No¬ 
vember 1 in Antigua. 

Only Sushma Verma has 
been added to the 16-mem¬ 
ber ODI squad for the three- 
match series. India had 
picked a 15-member squad 
for the home ODI series 
against South Africa begin¬ 
ning in Vadodara on Octob¬ 
er 9. 

The same T20 side that is 
hosting South Africa at the 
moment will take on the 
West Indies in the five- 
match series beginning No¬ 
vember 9 in St. Lucia. 

Fifteen-year-old Shafali 
Verma has retained her 


place in the T20 side. She 
had failed to open her ac¬ 
count in the series opener 
against South Africa. 

The squads: 

ODIs: Mithali Raj (Captain), 
Harmanpreet Kaur (vice-cap¬ 
tain), Smriti Mandhana, Jemi- 
mah Rodrigues, Deepti Shar¬ 
ma, Punam Raut, D Hemalatha, 
Jhulan Goswami, Shikha Pan- 
dey, Mansi Joshi, Poonam Ya¬ 
dav, Ekta Bisht, Rajeshwari 
Gayakwad, Taniya Bhatia 
(wicket-keeper), Priya Punia, 
and Sushma Verma. 

T20ls: Harmanpreet Kaur 
(Captain), Smriti Mandhana 
(vice-captain), Jemimah Ro¬ 
drigues, Shafali Verma, Har- 
leen Deol, Deepti Sharma, Ta¬ 
niya Bhatia (wicket-keeper), 
Poonam Yadav, Radha Yadav, 
Veda Krishnamurthy, Anuja Pa- 
til, Shikha Pandey, Pooja Vas- 
trakar, Mansi Joshi, and Arund- 
hati Reddy. 



A 


Moving ahead: M.P. Jabir finishes third in the 400m hurdles 
heat, won by Norway's Kartsen Warholm, to progress to the 
semifinals to be held on Saturday, -reuters 


Jabir in 400m hurdles semifinals 

Dharun misses out; Sreeshankar flops in long jump 


t*AF Watit/ AthfetScs ChampimaMps 

3HA2019 

Aj uLmJVf-ftaJt 

STAN RAYAN 
ICOCHI 

Asian bronze medallist M.P. 
Jabir qualified for the men’s 
400m hurdles semifinals, fin¬ 
ishing third in his heat in 
49.62s, at the World athletics 
championships in Doha on 
Friday. 

However, A. Dharun, re¬ 
turning from a long injury 
break, was sixth in his heat in 
50.55s and failed to make it. 

Meanwhile, a few days 
ago, Romanian Bedros Be- 
drosian had predicted a 
7.70m for long jumper M. 
Sreeshankar in the Worlds 
and the Indian National re¬ 
cord holder (with 8.20m) 
was a shade behind that as he 


failed to qualify for the final. 

The 20-year-old had a best 
of 7.62m in the second of his 
three-jump qualification se¬ 
ries, after opening with 7.52, 
and failed to make the quali¬ 
fication standard of 8.15m. 
He finished 12th in his group 
and 22nd overall. 

“I felt weak, my body was 
not reacting well. There were 
also problems with my ap¬ 
proach, my rhythm was bad, 
I didn’t know what I was do¬ 
ing,” Sreeshankar told The 
Hindu from the Qatari 
Capital. 

Bedrosian felt that Sreesh¬ 
ankar should have been sent 
for stronger meets prior to 
the Worlds. “He lacks expe¬ 
rience. And the headwinds 
were a big problem for 
Sreeshankar today since he 
has a 67kg body,” said the na¬ 


tional coach for long jumpers 
who has taken a long break, 
from Romania. 

Only one jumper, Cuban 
world leader Juan Miguel 
Echevarria, made the auto¬ 
matic qualification mark with 
8.40m. Next best was Olym¬ 
pic champion Jeff Henderson 
with 8.12. 

With just one jumper mak¬ 
ing the qualification cut, the 
best 12 were picked for the fi¬ 
nal. 


Indians in action today 

■ Women's 100m, heats 
(Dutee Chand, 7 p.m.) 

■ Men's 400m hurdles, 
semifinals (M.P. Jabir, 8.35 
p.m.) 

■ 4x400m mixed relay, 
semifinal (10.30 p.m.) 


Bulls snap winless streak 


Surmount U Mumba’s challenge 



Surging ahead: Star raider Pawan Sehrawat top scored for 
Bengaluru Bulls, ■special arrangement 


PKL 


UTHR A GANESAN 
JAIPUR 

Bengaluru Bulls broke its 
winless streak and moved 
up to fourth spot with a 35- 
33 win against U Mumba on 
Friday but not before the 
latter took the fight to the 
defending ProKabaddi 
League champion. 

From being 12 points 
down in the 29th minute 
and Bengaluru’s star raider 
Pawan Sehrawat picking up 
points at will, Mumba al¬ 
most clawed back, thwarted 
only by the clock running 
down. 

Both teams though re¬ 
main in the top-six and en 
route to the playoffs. 

An all out with 16 seconds 
to go in the first half - Sehra¬ 
wat claiming a three-pointer 
- cost Mumba dear and with 
the score at 11-17, the former 
winner kept playing chase 
thereafter. 

The six-point margin re¬ 
mained constant before a 
two-pointer by Banty set the 
ball rolling for a second 
Mumba all out in the 26th 
minute and increasing the 



gap to 12 points. 

From 19-31, however, 
Mumba began chipping 
away. Abhishek Singh was 
the star, coming away with a 
point in each of his four 
raids. 

Surinder Singh stepped 
up in the defence to keep 
Mumba in the hunt. Six mi¬ 
nutes later, Bengaluru was 
all out and the lead down to 
four points at 28-32. It was 
further reduced to two 
points with two minutes to 
go and remained there des¬ 
pite Mumba’s best attempts. 

The final match saw 11th- 
placed Telugu Titans, led by 
spirited Siddharth Desai, 
spoil home side Jaipur Pink 
Panthers’ party with a 51-31 
win. The result ruined 
Panthers’ chances of enter¬ 
ing the top-five. 

The scores: 

Bengaluru Bulls 35 (Pawan 
Sehrawat 11, Banty 6, Saurabh 
Nandal 5) bt U Mumba 33 
(Abhishek Singh 10, Athul MS 
9, Sandeep Narwal4). 

Telugu Titans 51 (Siddharth 
Desai 22, Rajnish 11, Farhad Mi- 
laghardan 4) bt Jaipur Pink 
Panthers 31 (Deepak Hooda 12, 
Nilesh Salunke 5, Deepak Nar- 
wal 4). 



India ends up with the 
wooden spoon 

Relegated from Division-A after loss to the Philippines 


ASIA CUP 


ASHW IN ACHAL 

BENGALURU 

India suffered relegation 
from the elite Division-A of 
the FIBA Women’s Asia Cup 
basketball tournament, after 
a 92-78 loss to the Philip¬ 
pines in the 7th-place playoff 
here on Friday. 

The wooden spoon finish 
also meant that India will 
not feature in the FIBA Pre- 
Qualifying Olympic tourna¬ 
ment. 

The home team needed to 
win this playoff to retain its 
elite Division-A spot, but 
found the speedy Filipinos 
too hot to handle. Point 
guard Marizze Andrea (8 as¬ 
sists) ran circles around the 
Indians, and regularly found 
her open teammates in the 
lane. 

Shooting guards Anna 
Castillo (15 points), skipper 
Janine Pontejos (18 points) 
and Ria Nabalan (13 points) 
were deadly from beyond 
the arc, helping the visitor 
sink 13 three-pointers. 

India did cut the lead to 
just one point in the third 
quarter, but could do little 
once the Philippines shoo¬ 
ters got into the groove. Shi- 
reen Limaye (23 points) was 
once again India’s top 
performer. 

Big disparity 

Overall, the tournament ex¬ 
posed the gulf in quality bet¬ 
ween India and the top con¬ 
tinental nations. Speed, 
physical play, set plays, 
shooting efficiency - India 
was not an equal terms in 


any department of the 
game. This disparity was 
highlighted in the big group 
stage defeats to Japan, Chi¬ 
nese Taipei and Korea. 

India entered the must- 
win match against Philip¬ 
pines with a slight size ad¬ 
vantage, but even that was 
nullified as the gritty Filipi¬ 
nos comfortably won the re¬ 
bound battle 51-39. 

Australia and Korea 
sealed semifinal berths with 
victories over Chinese Taipei 
and New Zealand. 

The results: Quarterfinals: Ko¬ 
rea 58 (Yuh An Youm 10, Lee- 
seul Kang 13, Hyeyoon Bae 13) 
bt New Zealand 52 (Penina Da¬ 
vidson 12); Australia 90 (Bee 


Allen 15, Ezi Magbegor13, Cayla 
George 12, Steph Talbot 11, Sara 
Blicavs 10) bt Chinese Taipei 51 
(Wei Chen 11, Ling Huang 11). 
7th place playoff match: Phi¬ 
lippines 92 (Ana Alicia Castillo 
15, Janine Pontejos 18, Ria Joy 
Nabalan 13, Kelli Hayes 11, 
Gemma Miranda 11) bt India 78 
(P.U. Naveenatha 15, Shireen Li¬ 
maye 23, H.M. Bhandavya 12, 
Jeena Skaria 10) 

Semifinal line-up (Saturday): 
Japan v Australia; China v Ko¬ 
rea. 

We lacked 
W aggression and 
mentality. The 
moment we trail, we 
lose focus 

SHIREEN 



Lone bright spot: Shireen Limaye, right, in action in the 
relegation match against the Philippines. ■ k. murali kumar 


Three more gold for India 

Host finishes with a record haul of 52 medals 



Double joy: Divya Satija set a new National mark on her way to 
a bronze medal in the 50m butterfly event, ■sudhakara jain 


N. SU DARSHAN 

BENGALURU 

India finished with a record 
tally of 52 medals (15 golds, 
19 silvers, 18 bronzes), 12 bet¬ 
ter than the previous best at 
Tashkent, 2017, as the swim¬ 
ming competitions at 10th 
Asian Age Group champion¬ 
ship drew to a close at the Pa- 
dukone-Dravid Centre for 
the Sports Excellence here 
on Friday. 

Srihari Nataraj (200m 
backstroke, 2:04.25), Virdha- 
wal Khade (50m butterfly, 
24.22) and the men’s 
4x200m relay team (7:41.06) 
swelled India’s gold tally on 
the final day, while S. Siva 
finished a creditable second 
to Srihari and Maana Patel 
secured the silver in 200m 
backstroke. 

The day also saw Divya Sa¬ 
tija set a new National record 
in 50m butterfly, the only In¬ 
dian best timing in the Open 
category at this competition. 
With a swim of 28.27, she 
erased her own mark of 
28.33 set at the senior Na¬ 
tionals earlier this month. 

“All my focus was on this 
meet as this was my first in¬ 
ternational competition,” Di¬ 
vya said later. “I was very ex¬ 
cited and gave my best shot. I 
wasn’t nervous. I wanted to 
know what it felt like to be re¬ 
presenting India. I still have a 
lot to improve. If I can get 
better on my starts, I can go 
faster.” 

National Coach Pradeep 
Kumar termed the overall 
performance as satisfactory 
despite no swimmer reach¬ 
ing the Olympic A-mark. 

“It was always going to be 
tough as the senior Nationals 
was very close," he said. "We 
didn’t have much time. We 
are focusing on a few meets 


in Doha and Singapore. In 
those, we expect them to 
peak.” 

He singled out the junior 
swimmers for praise, despite 
Shoan Ganguly being the 
lone gold medallist and India 
not winning a single medal 
in Group II girls category. 

He admitted that the gulf 
between India and Asian po¬ 
werhouses like Thailand, 
China and Japan was signifi¬ 
cant, but remained 
optimistic. 

“For many of them, it was 
the first international event," 
he stated. "It was great expo¬ 
sure. They swam some great 
races. There was tough com¬ 
petition in those groups. We 
got about 25 personal bests 
from those age groups. 
That's a great sign of 
improvement.” 

The results: Men: 200m back- 
stroke: 200m: 1. Srihari Nataraj 
2:04.25s, 2. S. Siva 2:05.23, 3. 
Lau Shiu Yue (Hkg) 2:07.68; 
200m breaststroke: 1. Denis 
Petrashov (Kyz) 2:13.81, 2. Ketin 
Nuttapong (Tha) 2:14.31, 3. Al 
Wir Amro Basil Issa (Jor) 
2:17.20; 50m butterfly: 1. Vird- 
hawal Khade 24.22, 2. Kham 
Abdul Razzaq (Kuw) 24.64, 3. 
Mehdi Ansari (Irn) 24.77; 
4x200m freestyle: 1. India 


7:41.06, 2. Thailand 7:49.94, 3. 
Chinese Taipei 8:05.95. 

Women: 200m backstroke: 1. 
Yamsuan Fonpray (Tha) 
2:20.69, 2. Maana Patel 2:22.87, 
3. Soubrity Mondal 2:23.99; 
200m breaststroke: 1. Pawa- 
potako Phiangkhwan (Tha) 
2:34.27, 2. Vu Thi Phuong Anh 
(Vie) 2:34.86, 3. Lam Hiu Wai 
(Hkg) 2:38.84; 50m butterfly: 
1. Srisa Ard Jenjira (Tha) 27.18,2. 
Khader Baqlah Talita (Jor) 
28.22, 3. Divya Satija 28.27 (NR; 
OR: Divya Satija, 28.33, 2019); 
4x200m freestyle: 1. Thailand 
8:36.16,2. Hong Kong 9:06.45, 
3. India 9:15.87. 

4x100 mixed medley: 1. Thai¬ 
land 4:01.22,2. India 4:04.15, 3. 
Hong Kong 4:07.21. 

Other Indian medallists: Group 
I boys: 200m breaststroke: 3. 
Swadesh Mondal 2:23.43; 
Group II boys: 100m back- 
stroke: 3. Sahil Laskar 1:01.46; 
4x100m mixed medley: 3. 
4:16.04. 

Best Swimmers: Open: Men: 

Kushagra Rawat (5 golds); Wo¬ 
men: Junkrajang Natthanan 
(Tha) (5 gold, 1 bronze). 

Group 1: Boys: Cheuk Ming Ho 
(Hkg) (4 gold, 2 bronze); Girls: 
Lyu Dongze (Chn) (2 gold, 1 sil¬ 
ver, 1 bronze). Group 2: Boys: 
Okadome Yomato (Jpn) (3 
gold); Girls: Fujinawa Yuka 
(Jpn), Sasaki Miri (Jpn), Lau 
Ping Yi Audrey (Hkg) (3 gold). 


• • • 
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TV PICKS 


Badminton: Korea Open, 
Star Sports 2 (SD& HD), 9.30 
a.m. 

Champions Boat League: 

Star Sports 2 (SD & HD), 4 

p.m. 

IAAF World Champion¬ 
ships: Star Sports 3, 7 p.m. 
PKL: Star Sports 1 & 2 (SD & 
HD), 7.30 p.m. 


IN BRIEF 



Haggerty beats Khanna, 
stays ITF president 

PARIS 

USA's David Haggerty polled 
more than double the votes 
that Anil Khanna got to be 
re-elected president of the 
International Tennis 
Federation (ITF) until 2023, 
the governing body 
announced on Friday. The 
former chief of the US Tennis 
Association also beat 
Canadian David Miley who 
had discussed going back on 
Haggerty's changes to the 
Davis Cup format, afp 

Kashyap in Korea Open 
semifinals 

INCHEON 

P. Kashyap progressed to the 
semifinals of the Korea Open 
World Tour Super 500 with a 
24-22, 21-8 win in 37 minutes 
over former World No. 2 
Denmark's Jan 0 Jorgensen 
here on Friday. 

The 2014 Commonwealth 
Games gold-medallist will 
next face World No. 1 and 
two-time World champion 
Kento Momota of Japan on 
Saturday, pti 

Kyrgios decides to be 
on 'best behaviour' 

SYDNEY 

Combustible tennis star Nick 
Kyrgios on Friday insisted 
he'll be on his "best 
behaviour" for the next six 
months after being put on 
probation by the ATP 
following a series of recent 
on-court outbursts. "Guess 




ELITE: Group A ( Bengaluru ): Andhra v Hyderabad, 
Chhattisgarh v Karnataka, Saurashtra v Goa 

Group B (Vadodara): Maharashtra v Baroda, 

Himachal Pradesh v Odisha, Vidarbha v Uttar Pradesh 

Group C (Jaipur) Madhya Pradesh v Gujarat, 

Services v Bengal,Tamil Nadu v Bihar 

PLATE (Dehradun) Assam v Nagaland, Pondicherry v Manipur, 
Meghalaya v Chandigarh 


J&K scripts a memorable win 

Stuns fancied Rajasthan despite challenges it faced coming into the tournament 


S. DIP AK RAGAV 

JAIPUR 


Stunning: The Kashmir team members are jubilant after defeating Rajasthan on Friday, -pti 


In the biggest upset of the Vi- 
jay Hazare Trophy this sea¬ 
son, Jammu & Kashmir up¬ 
staged a strong Rajasthan, 
featuring three current India 
players, in the Elite Group-C 
match here on Friday. 

What made the achieve¬ 
ment enormous was the 
challenges the team had to 
face, logistically and psycho¬ 
logically, before coming into 
the tournament. With the 
communication lines severe¬ 
ly affected due to the prevail¬ 
ing political situation, the 
preparatory camp was a 
non-starter and the team 
couldn’t even train for a 
month. It also had to pull out 
of the Vizzy Trophy. 

The J&K Cricket Associa¬ 
tion had to issue an adver¬ 
tisement in a local TV chan¬ 
nel to get all the players to 
Jammu. From there, they 
went to Vadodara, the home¬ 
town of former India all- 
rounder and J&K mentor Ir¬ 


fan Pathan. 

The team had a two-week 
camp in Baroda before land¬ 
ing in Jaipur. 


Pathan, delighted by the 
result, said: “It is fantastic to 
beat a side with three Indian 
players. I want the players to 
believe in themselves and 
want them to look ahead 
with confidence. This is just 
one win and we need 
consistency. 

“Whatever time we have 
lost is lost. We can’t do 
anything. But we have to 
make the best of the situa¬ 
tion. I want J&K to start win¬ 
ning and not just compete.” 

On Friday, it was a com¬ 
plete team effort as Shub- 
ham Khajuria (94), Shubham 
Singh Pundir (96 not out) 
and Qamran Iqbal (60) came 
up with solid contributions. 
With the ball, experienced 
pacer Ram Dayal came up 
with a four-wicket haul, the 
dismissal of Mahipal Lom- 
ror, who top-scored with 88, 
being the most crucial. 

Dayal was well supported 
by skipper Parvez Rasool 
(one for 38) who kept the Ra¬ 
jasthan batsmen on a leash 
in the middle overs. Young 


left-arm spinner Abid Mush- 
taq, too, chipped in, picking 
up two wickets in an over to 
turn the contest on its head. 

On the challenges of han¬ 
dling the players considering 
the situation back home, 
Pathan said, “I ensure they 
enjoy the time they spend 
here as much as possible. 
This is like their second fami¬ 
ly and I make sure they enjoy 
each other’s company. We 
have team-building activities 
and sometimes we don’t 
even talk about cricket. 

“I have one-to-one ses¬ 
sions with them regularly be¬ 
cause they react to it very 
well. We make sure we build 
a team together, but at the 
same time keep working in¬ 
dividually. Sometimes I let 
them come to me and at 
times I go to them.” 

The scores: Jammu & Kashmir 
317 for five in 50 overs (Qamran 
Iqbal 60, Shubham Khajuria 94, 
Shubham Pundir 96 n.o., Fazil 
Rashid 34 n.o.) bt Rajasthan 
262 in 49 overs (Chetan Bist 72, 
Mahipal Lomror 88, Ram Dayal 
four for 45). 


Vijay Hazare Trophy scores 


Group C (Jaipur): Services 241 for nine 
in 50 overs (Ravi Chauhan 104, Rajat 
Paliwal 59, Ajoy Sarkar five for 37) bt 
Tripura 222 in 47.3 overs (Udiyan Bose 
40, Bishal Ghosh 30, Pratyush Singh 
47, Varun Choudhary three for 40) 

Jammu & Kashmir 317 for five in 50 
overs (Qamran Iqbal 60, Shubham 
Khajuria 94, Shubham Pandit 96 n.o. 
Fazil Rashid 34 n.o.) bt Rajasthan 262 
in 49 overs (Chetan Bist 72, Mahipal 
Lomror 88, Ram Dayal four for 44) 

Railways 108 in 32.1 overs (Gaurav Ya- 
dav five for 45) lost to Madhya Pradesh 
109 for seven in 24.1 overs (Naman 
Ojha 60 n.o., T. Pradeep four for 40) 

SATURDAY'S MATCHES (9 A.M. START) 


Plate 

(Dehradun): Assam 
171 for nine in 28 
overs (Swarupam 
Purkayastha 32, 
Rahul Hazarika 
39, Amit Sinha 33, 
Dikshanshu Negi 
three for 33) lost to 
Uttarakhand 172 for 
three in 26.4 overs 
(Unmukt Chand 80 
n.o.) 

Pondicherry v 
Mizoram; Arunachal 
Pradesh v Sikkim. 
Matches washed 
out 


HAZARE TROPHY 


TVS, Honda share 
qualifying honours 


Idemitsu Honda TenlO Racing 
dominates Pro-Stock 201-300cc 


MOTORSPORTS 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHENNAI 

TVS and Honda set up 
another mouth-watering 
battle as they shared the 
qualifying honours in the 
fifth and final round of the 
MRF MMSC FMSCI Indian 
National Motorcycle Racing 
Championship at the MMRT 
here on Friday. 

K.Y. Ahamed (01:53.674) 
led a 1-2 for TVS Racing in 
the premier Pro-Stock 301- 
400cc class along with Dee- 
pale Ravikumar (01:53.823). 

Idemitsu Honda TenlO 
Racing dominated the Pro- 
Stock 201-300cc category 
with Anish Shetty 
(01:57.646) and Abhishek 
Vasudev (01:58.281) occupy¬ 
ing the top two spots on the 
grid for Saturday’s race. 

In the popular Pro-Stock 
165cc class, Honda and TVS 
set the tone for Saturday’s 
qualifying and race. 

Sarath Kumar (Idemitsu 
Honda TenlO Racing, 
01:59.790) was the quickest 
in the free practice session 
ahead of two TVS Racing 
riders Ahamed (01:59.793) 
and seven-time National 
champion Jagan Kumar 
(02:00.121) while champion¬ 
ship leader Rajiv Sethu (Ide¬ 


mitsu Honda TenlO Racing) 
was fourth in 02:00.702. 

Ann takes pole 

In the girls’ category, de¬ 
fending champion Ann Jen¬ 
nifer (Sparks Racing) 
clocked 02:11.902 in her fly¬ 
ing lap to qualify for pole 
ahead of Lani Zena Fernan¬ 
dez of Speed Demonz Rac¬ 
ing (02:13.599). Champion¬ 
ship leader Ryhana Bee 
(Sparks Racing) was fourth 
(02:14.212) behind Alisha 
Abdullah (Alisha Racing, 
02:14.087). 

Aishwarya felicitated 

Meanwhile, FMSCI, the go¬ 
verning body for motor- 
sports in India, and Madras 
Motor Sports Club, felicitat¬ 
ed Aishwarya Pissay who 
won the FIM Baja World Cup 
(women’s category). 

Sita Raina, chairperson, 
Women in Motorsport, 
FMSCI, and MMSC secretary 
Manoj Dalai presented me¬ 
mentos to Aishwarya. 

The FMSCI also organised 
a workshop on fitness for 
women riders competing in 
the ongoing National Motor¬ 
cycle Racing Championship, 
with Sports Dynamix’s di¬ 
rector of strength and con¬ 
ditioning Manav Mulcund 
making a presentation on 
fitness. 



Setting the pace: K.Y. Ahamed will start from the front in the 
Pro-Stock301-400 ccsection, -specialarrangement 


Vishnu meets 
Atharva 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Former National champion 
Vishnu Vardhan has been 
drawn to face second seed 
Atharva Sharma in the 
men’s qualifying event of 
the Fenesta National tennis 
championship to be staged 
at the DLTA Complex here. 

Another Davis Cupper, 
Vijayant Malik, starts with 
a first round against Sush- 
ant Dabas. Top seed Laksh- 
it Sood, Abhishek Gaur, 
Alex Solanki, B.R. Nikshep, 
Chandril Sood, Megh Bhar- 
gav Patel, Denim Yadav, Vi- 
lasier Khate are some of 
the other leading players fi¬ 
guring in the draw of 64 in 
which a player has to win 
three matches to make the 
main event. 

In the women’s qualify¬ 
ing event, Akanksha Nit- 
ture has been seeded No. 1. 
Salsa Aher, Sharannya Ga- 
ware and Rashmika Shriv- 
alli Bhamidipaty are some 
of the other strong players 
in the qualifying event. 

There will also be the 
under-18 boys and girls 
qualifying events, simulta¬ 
neously held in draws of 
64, which will give a vi¬ 
brant atmosphere to the 
arena. 

Akanksha is also the top 
seed in the girls’ under-18 
event, and thus she will 
have a lot to fight to make 
the main draw of the wo¬ 
men’s and girls’ sections 
over two days. 

India in final 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

KATHMANDU 

The Indian football team 
hammered Maldives 4-0 to 
storm into the final of of 
the SAFF U-18 Champion¬ 
ship here on Friday. 

Narender Gahlot (7th), 
Manvir Singh (79th) and 
Ninthoinganba Meetei 
(81st) found the target for 
India while Maldives’ Ah- 
naf Rasheedh (45+1) scored 
an own goal. 


PTR coaches workshop 
from today 


I’m on my best behaviour for 
6 months," he told his 1.2 
million Instagram followers. 

AFP 

Krishan Hooda crowned 
champion 

CHANDIGARH: 

Top seed Krishan Hooda beat 
qualifier Maitreya Rana 6-0, 
6-4 in the boys' final of the 
AITA Super series junior 
tennis tournament at the 
CLTA Complex on Friday. 

In the girls' final, fourth seed 
Kavya Khirwar beat qualifier 
Harshita Bangera with equal 
ease for the loss of four 
games. 

The results (finals): 
Under-18: Boys: Krishan 
Hooda bt Maitreya Rana 6-0, 
6-4. Girls: Kavya Khirwar bt 
Harshita Bangera 6-1, 6-3. 


mysuru: Neil Devaney-trained 
Northern Alliance (Suraj up) won 
the Jayachamaraja Wadiyar Golf 
Club Mysore 2000 Guineas, the 
chief event of the races held here 
on Friday (Sept. 27). The winner 
is owned by M/s. Clinton Miller, 
Sujay Chandrahas, Dean Steph¬ 
ens & Martin Alan Wheeler. 

Suraj, who kept Northern Alliance 
handy and second-last till the fi¬ 
nal bend, manoeuvred his mount 
in the home stretch but the colt 
started drifting out very badly. 
However, Suraj brilliantly man¬ 
aged to ride out his steed well to 
win comfortably. 

1 ESQUIRE PLATE (DIV. Il), 
(1,400m), rated 20 to 45: 
GREAT CELEBRATION (I. Chisty) 1, 
Karadeniz (Neeraj) 2, Admirable 
(S. Shareef) 3 and Countrys 
Crown (Vijay Kumar) 4. Shd, 1-1/2 
and 7. lm, 23.55s. ?24 (w), 11, 14 
and 14 (p), SHP: 39, THP: 50, FP: 
115, Q: 63, Trinella: 201 and 67. Fa¬ 
vourite: Great Celebration. 

Owner: Mr. Divya Chawcharia. 
Trainer: Azhar Ali. 

2 SEA MIST PLATE (1,600m), 
rated 40 to 65, 4-y-o & over: 
CAVAROZZI (C. Umesh) 1, Daugh- 
terofthesun (H.M. Akshay) 2, Sil¬ 
ver Dew (Ashok Kumar) 3 and 
Bonito (Arshad) 4. 2-3/4, 4-1/4 and 
1-3/4. lm, 35.17s. Z59 (w), 18, 14 
and 17 (p), SHP: 34, THP: 49, FP: 
380, Q: 98, Trinella: 1,956 and 
947. Favourite: Venus Bay. Owner: 
Vijaya Empire Farm Pvt. Ltd. 
Trainer: Rakesh. 

3 MAYOR’S TROPHY (1,600m), 
rated 60 & above: point to 
prove (Neeraj) 1, Mystic Flame 
(Irvan) 2, Striking Grey (Darshan) 
3 and Grand Tenton (C. Umesh) 4. 
4-1/4, Nk and Snk. lm, 34.63s. H9 
(w), 12, 13 and 14 (p), SHP: 32, 
THP: 45, FP: 45, Q: 28, Trinella: 
110 and 69. Favourite: Point To 
Prove. Owners: Ms. Ameeta 
Mehra, Mr. Joydeep Datta Gupta, 
Mr. Surajit Banerjee, Sigma Scan 
Systems Pvt. Ltd., Mr. Bhaskar 
Banerjee and Mr. B.M. Verma. 
Trainer: Arjun Mangalorkar. 

4 UDHAGAMANDALAM TROPHY 
(1,200m), rated 40 to 65: CYC- 


SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Inaki Balzola, the Interna¬ 
tional Director of Profes¬ 
sional Tennis Registry 
(PTR), will conduct the 
coaches workshop at the 
Modern School, Barakham- 
ba Road, from Sept. 28 to 
Oct. 3. 

Balzola has the rich expe¬ 
rience of having conducted 
over 500 certification cours¬ 
es in about 90 countries. 
The PTR, which was earlier 
called the USPTR, has over 


lone (C. Umesh) 1, Valkyrie (Ar¬ 
shad) 2, Coorg Regiment (Srinath) 
3 and Eddie The Eagle (T.S. Jodha) 
4. Not run: Myfairlady. 3-1/2,1-3/4 
and Nk. lm, 09.62s. ?56 (w), 17,17 
and 15 (p), SHP: 50, THP: 52, FP: 
453, Q: 148, Trinella: 2,116 and 
734. Favourite: Butterfly. Owner & 
trainer: Mr. Rakesh. 

JAYACHAMARAJA WADIYAR 
GOLF CLUB MYSORE 2000 
GUINEAS (l,600M), 3-Y-O ONLY, 
(TERMS): NORTHERN ALLIANCE 
(GUSTO-ALLONIA) SURAJ 1, Malwa 
(Whatsthescript-One Punch) N.S. 
Parmar 2, Abira (Win Legend- 
Eastern Summit) Neeraj 3 and 
Star Cavalry (Corporate Jungle- 
Sparta) Darshan 4.1-3/4,1-1/2 and 
1-1/4. lm, 34.81s. U3 (w), 10, 46 
and 14 (p), SHP: 119, THP: 41, FP: 
359, Q: 315, Trinella: 1,400 and 
340. Favourite: Northern Alli¬ 
ance. 

Owners: M/s. Clinton Miller, Sujay 
Chandrahas, Dean Stephens & 
Martin Alan Wheeler. Trainer: 
Neil Devaney. 


16,000 members in about 
125 countries. 

Billie Jean King, Nick Bol- 
lettieri, Judy Murry, Akhtar 
Ali, Ramesh Krishnan, Enri¬ 
co Piperno and Zeeshan Ali 
are some of the prominent 
PTR certified professionals. 

Coach Dilip Mohanty, a 
champion in the Seniors cir¬ 
cuit, is the Director of PTR 
India. He said that there 
would be about 60 coaches 
attending the course which 
will be held in two sections. 


6 ESQUIRE PLATE (DIV. i), 
(1,400m), rated 20 to 45: de¬ 
cisive (Neeraj) 1, Musterion 
(Srinath) 2, Magic Stream (Zer- 
van) 3 and Helenka (Md. Akram) 
4. Not run: Shivalik Kiss. Lnk, 3 
and 1/2. lm, 23.75s. ?45 (w), 16,13 
and 11 (p), SHP: 23, THP: 31, FP: 
138, Q: 87, Trinella: 221 and 90, 
Exacta: 829 and 267. Favourite: 
Helenka. Owners: Dr. Arun 
Raghavan & Capt. P. Diwakaran. 
Trainer: Faraz Arshad. 

7 HOGENAKAL PLATE (1,200m), 
rated 00 to 25: IRELAND 
(Rajesh K) 1, Surprise Package 
(Ramandeep Bal) 2, At The Top 
(C. Umesh) 3 and Big Time Bay 
(Arshad) 4. 3-1/4, 3/4 and 1-1/4. lm, 
1.27s. H8 (w), 10, 38 and 12 (p), 
SHP: 88, THP: 45, FP: 200, Q: 312, 
Trinella: 708 and 285, Exacta: 
1,485 and 636. Favourite: Ireland. 
Owner: Mr. Babu Krishna Kis- 
hore. Trainer: J. Sharavanan. 
Jackpot: ^26,575 (19 tkts.); Run¬ 
ner-up: 2,164 (100 tkts.); Treble 
(i): 2,316 (one tkt.); (ii): 541 (15 
tkts.). 


Indian 

athletes ready 
to sweat it out 
in Doha 

ANAN T KAUR 

NEW DELHI 

My first target is to reach 
the final, says Jinson John¬ 
son who will be running 
the 1500m at the IAAF 
World athletics Champion¬ 
ships. 

Speaking to The Hindu 
over phone from Doha, the 
Asian Games gold medal¬ 
list said the high tempera¬ 
tures in the Qatari capital 
would not be a deterrent. 

Johnson will be riding 
on his performance in Ber¬ 
lin where he clocked 
3:35.24s and bettered his 
own National record of 
3:37.62 set in June. 

Better timings 

After training stints in the 
US and Switzerland, John¬ 
son is now working on bet¬ 
tering his timings. “The 
target is to further improve 
my timings and I am feeling 
confident,” said Johnson. 

Javelin thrower Neeraj 
Chopra and 400m sprinter 
Hima Das will be missing 
from the action in Doha. 

Media pressure 

“What do you do if an ath¬ 
lete is injured. You back 
him/her and hope for the 
best. There is too much 
talk about Hima’s injury. 
Why are we putting her un¬ 
der pressure? I blame the 
media for this needless 
pressure,” Athletics Feder¬ 
ation of India president 
Adille Sumariwalla said 
from Doha. He said Chopra 
had sought permission to 
compete even though he 
was still in rehab, because 
of pressure created by me¬ 
dia reports. 

On the athletes in Doha, 
Sumariwalla said they were 
on the right track. “They 
have trained hard, looking 
to improve upon their best. 
This championship is a 
stepping stone to next 
year’s Olympics,” he said. 


Northern Alliance wins 2000 Guineas 



Winning combination: Trainer Neil Devaney, left, along with 
owners Dean Stephens, Clinton Miller and Sujay Chandrahas 
pose with the Mysore 2000 Guineas champion Northern 
Alliance (Suraj astride). ■ m.a. sriram 
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DETOX INDIA 

This Gandhi Jayanti, let’s come together and rise up against Plastic 
Pollution. Let’s clean the surroundings for a healthy living! 


A 


UNITED WAY 


INDIA 
PLOG RUN 


Sri B.S. Yediyurappa 

Hon'ble Chief Minister 
Govt, of Karnataka 


Anchor City - Bengaluru 


#lamlessplastic 



Flag off at MG Road on2 nd October 20191 *50 cities of India 





A Movement of the people, for the people, by the people 

Locations in Bengaluru 

• Banashankari • Kowdenahalli • Bengaluru East Railway Stn • Iblur, Bellandur • Electronic City • Kundalahalli, Brookefield • Gandhinagar 

• Uttarahalli • Devasandra, Krishnarajapuram • HSR Layout • Indiranagar • Chamrajpet • Koramangala • Parappana Agrahara • Marathahalli 

• Kodige Sineasandra • NewThippasandra • Singasandra • Rajaji Nagar • Parappana Agrahara • Silk Board • Kalkere, Horamavu • Yeshwanthpur 

• Puttenahalli • Chennapa Layout • Ranka Colony • Dasarahalli Lake • IFIM College Hostel • Whitefield • Kengeri Railway Station • Segehalli 

• Jayanagar 4th Block • Mahadevapura • Hoodi Circle • Rachenahalli 

For updated list of cities and locations visit www.indiaplog.run 
Register now for free plog kit: www.indiaplog.run/registration 


Gangambike Mallikarjun B. Badregowda Abdul Wajid 

Mayor Deputy Mayor Leader of Ruling Party 


Padmanabha Reddy Nethra Narayan 

Leader of Opposition Party Leader of JDS Party 


B.H. Anil Kumar, IAS, Commissioner, BBMP 
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THE ART OF LIVING 



* 

• Tirupati • Mumbai • Kodaikanal • Guwahati • Pune • Hyderabad • Gangtok • Nashik • Noida • Patna • Nagpur • Lucknow • Raipur 

• Aurangabad • Agra • Delhi • Mahabaleshwar • Kanpur • Goa • Bhubaneswar • Varanasi • Pondicherry • Mathura • Vadodara • Ahmedabad 

• Chandigarh • Allahabad • Gurgaon • Amritsar • Dehradun • Manali • Mohali • Kolkata • Bangalore • Jaipur • Siliguri • Jodhpur • Thane 

• Mysore • Mangalore • Visakhapatnam • Gaziabad • Kochi • Vijayawada • Kolar • Indore • Chennai • Mulluru • Bhopal • Coimbatore • Bagalkot 



As enshrined in our Constitution, "to protect & improve the natural environment, including forests, lakes, 

rivers and wildlife, and to have compassion for living creatures" is the fundamental duty of every citizen of the country. 
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Belotti double sinks AC Milan 

Sevilla squanders lead to lose to Eibar 



Beat that! Torino's Andrea Belotti, right, scores against AC Milan. ■ ap 


Klusener is Afghanistan head coach 


EURO LEAGUES 


REUT ERS 

MILAN 

Torino forward Andrea Be¬ 
lotti inspired a second-half 
turnaround with two goals 
to beat AC Milan 2-1 on 
Thursday, piling more pain 
on the fallen giant of Italian 
football as it slid down to 
13th in the Serie A table. 

Milan got off to a strong 
start when Polish forward 
Krzysztof Piatek converted a 
penalty in the 18th minute. 

Italy striker Belotti missed 
a clear chance for the host 
just before halftime but 
made amends by levelling in 
the 72nd minute with a 
thumping strike from out¬ 
side the area which proved 
too powerful for Gianluigi 
Donnarumma in the Milan 
goal. Belotti put his side in 
front four minutes later with 
a scrappy yet emphatic fin¬ 
ish, pouncing on another 
poor piece of goalkeeping by 
Donnarumma to bundle the 
loose ball towards the net, 
then conjuring up a scissor 
kick to smash it into the net. 

Simone Zaza should have 


INDIANS ABROAD 


SPOR TS BUREAU 

BUENOS AIRES 

Seventh seed Sumit Nagal 
fought his way past Jose Her- 
nandez-Fernandez of Do¬ 
minican Republic 6-3, 3-6, 
6-4 to make the quarterfinals 
of the $54,160 Challenger 
tennis tournament here. 

Sumit faces Francisco Ce- 
rundolo of Argentina in the 
quarterfinals. 

Meanwhile, in the Chal¬ 
lenger in France, Ramkumar 
Ramanathan and Ariel Behar 
of Uruguay were beaten by 
top seeds Jonny O’Mara and 


sealed victory for Torino in 
stoppage time when he tore 
towards goal alone but 
slipped over as he tried to 
round Donnarumma. 

Sevilla threw away a two- 
goal lead in the second half 
to lose 3-2 away to Eibar, mis¬ 
sing out on the chance to go 
second in La Liga. 

Argentine winger Lucas 
Ocampos put Julen Lopete- 
gui’s side ahead in the 11th 
minute by firing through the 
legs of goalkeeper Marlco 


Ken Skupski of Britain in the 
quarterfinals. 

In the ITF men’s Futures 
in China, top seeds Anirudh 
Chandasekar and Vijay Sun¬ 
der Prashanth set up a title 
clash with second seeds, Vla¬ 
dimir Ivanov of Estonia and 
Yan Sabanin of Russia. 

In the ITF women’s event 
in Tabarka, Tunisia, quaifier 
Humera Shailc was beaten in 
the quarterfinals 6-4, 6-2 by 
fellow qualifier Hanna Viller 
Moller of Denmark. 

In Cairo, Sathwika Sama 
was beaten by the top seed 
Sandra Samir in the quarter¬ 
finals, while Ashmitha Eas- 


Dmitrovic and Spaniard Oliv¬ 
er Torres gave it a two-goal 
cushion by nudging the ball 
home in the 33rd. 

Eibar pulled itself back in¬ 
to contention midway 
through the second half with 
a penalty from Chilean win¬ 
ger Fabian Orellana and 
turned the game on its head 
with two strikes in the space 
of five minutes. 

Pedro Leon cashed in on a 
disastrous mix-up between 
Sevilla goalkeeper Tomas Va- 


waramurthi lost to second 
seed Merel Hoedt of the 
Netherlands in the quarterfi¬ 
nals in Johannesburg. 

The results: €137,560 Challen¬ 
ger, Orleans: Doubles: Quar¬ 
terfinals: Jonny O'Mara & Ken 
Skupski (GBR) bt Ariel Behar 
(Uru) & Ramkumar Ramanathan 
6-3, 6-4. 

€54,160 Challenger, Buenos 
Aires: Pre-quarterfinals: Sumit 
Nagal bt Jose Hernandez-Fer- 
nandez (Dorn) 6-3, 3-6, 6-4. 
$15,000 ITF men, Nanchang: 
Doubles: Semifinals: Anirudh 
Chandrasekar & Vijay Sundar 
Prashanth bt Chukang Wang & 
Zihao Xia (Chn) 6-0, 6-4. 
$15,000 ITF men, Antalya: 


clik and teammate Diego 
Carlos to equalise in the 77th 
before defender Cote hit the 
winner from a free kick. 

The results: 

La Liga: Torino 2 (Belotti 72, 
76) bt AC Milan 1 (Piatek 
18-pen). 

Serie A: Eibar 3 (Orellana 66- 
pen, Pedro Leon 77, Angel 82) 
bt Sevilla 2 (Ocampos 11, Torres 
Munoz 33); Celta Vigo 1 (Loren¬ 
zo 90+5) drew with Espanyol 1 
(Pedrosa 48); Real Sociedad 3 
(Oyarzabal 19, 41-pen, Willian 
Jose 32) bt Alaves 0. 


Doubles: Semifinals: Mats Her¬ 
mans & Bart Stevens (Ned) bt 
Kelsey Stevenson (Can) & Adil 
Kalyanpur 6-4, 6-4. 

$15,000 ITF women, Cairo: 
Quarterfinals: Sandra Samir 
(Egy) bt Sathwika Sama 6-2, 
7-5. 

$15,000 ITF women, Johan¬ 
nesburg: Quarterfinals: Merel 
Hoedt (Ned) bt Ashmitha Eas- 
waramurthi 6-1, 6-1. Doubles: 
Semifinals: Carline Romeo (Fra) 
& Chanel Simmonds (RSA) bt 
Maria Vittoria Viviani (Ita) & 
Zeel Desai 7-5, 6-2. 

$15,000 ITF women, Tabarka, 
Tunisia: Quarterfinals: Hannah 
Viller Moller (Den) bt Humera 
Shaik 6-4, 6-2. 


IANS 

DUBAI 

Former South Africa allroun¬ 
der Lance Klusener was on 
Friday appointed new head 
coach of the Afghanistan 
cricket team. 

Klusener will replace Phil 
Simmons, whose 18-month 
stint with the national side 
ended with the last-place fin¬ 
ish in the World Cup, an ICC 
statement read. 

‘Best talents’ 

“I am extremely excited and 
honored to be given the op¬ 
portunity to work with some 
of the best talent in world 
cricket,” said Klusener on 
ICC’s website. 

“Everyone knows the 


SHOOTING 


SPOR TS BUREAU 

ALMATY (KAZAKHSTAN) 

Kirti Gupta shot the gold in 
junior women’s trap as she 
beat Lea Korban of Lebanon 
34-32 in the final in the Asian 
shotgun championship here 
on Friday. 

Taking the lead early in 
the competition, Kirti assert¬ 
ed her ability in fading light 
in the evening, much to the 
delight of the Indian camp. 

Hong Xinru of China (103) 
and Marziyeh Parvaresh Nia 
of Iran (106) had scored bet¬ 
ter in qualification than Kir- 


PANASONIC OPEN 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

KOBE 

Defending champion Rahil 
Gangjee moved into sole 
lead at the Panasonic Open 
golf championship with a 
flawless eight-under 63 while 
Ajeetesh Sandhu climbed to 
tied sixth here on Friday. 
Sandhu holed an ace and 



Lance Klusener. -filephoto 


fearless brand of cricket Af¬ 
ghanistan play. “I am very 
confident that with some 
hard work we can become 
one of the best sides in the 


ti, who mustered 101 follow¬ 
ing a series of 20, 21, 20,19, 
21. But, she was too good in 
the final. 

Pat from the coach 

Shakun Bhugra, the coach 
with the team on emergency 
duty as Vikram Chopra 
could not make the trip, 
praised Kirti for her splen¬ 
did performance. 

“Our former coach Mar¬ 
cello Dradi of Italy, who is 
now coaching the Chinese, 
was quite impressed watch¬ 
ing the way Kirti shot the fi¬ 
nal,” said Bhugra. 

Ayesha Khan and Preeti 
Rajak shot identical scores of 


then parred the next six be¬ 
fore snatching a final birdie 
on way to 66. 

Viraj Madappa (74, 68) at 
tied 58th also made the cut, 
while Shiv Kapur (72, 71) was 
one shot off. Khalin Joshi (71, 
73) and S. Chikkarangappa 
(71,75) missed the cut. 

As Gangjee went through 
the day with eight birdies, 
Sandhu had two birdies 
against a bogey on the front 


world.” Lance Klusener is a 
renowned name in the crick¬ 
eting world. It will be great 
to see our players benefit 
from his vast experience 
both as a player and a 
coach,” ACB CEO Lutfullah 
Stanikzai said. 

Klusener had previously 
worked as batting coach of 
Zimbabwe and South Africa, 
and head coach of the South 
Africa domestic side Dol¬ 
phins, as well as bowling 
coach of Indian Premier 
League franchise Mumbai 
Indians. 

“I am really looking for¬ 
ward to working with the Af¬ 
ghanistan team and helping 
them take their cricket to the 
next level,” he said. 


93 and missed the final by 
one point. 

Lea Korban had shot 94 in 
qualification, but climbed to 
the silver in the final. 

The coach hoped for a 
good fare from the boys as 
Vishwa Kundu (70), Bhow- 
neesh Mendiratta (69) and 
Vivaan Kapoor (66) were 
well placed after three 
rounds. 

The top six will make the 
final after two more rounds 
on Saturday. 

The results: Junior women's 
trap: 1. Kirti Gupta 34 (101), 2. 
Lea Korban 32 (94); 3. Hong 
Xinru 23 (103); 7. Ayesha Khan 
93; 8. Preeti Rajak 93. 


nine and added another bir¬ 
die on 10th. Then came the 
ace on the 211-yard par-311th. 

Gangjee zoomed to the 
top with a 63 that took him 
to a nine-under and a one- 
shot lead at the halfway stage 
at the Higashi Hirono Golf 
Club. 

Japan’s local hero Ryo Ish- 
ilcawa shot a course record- 
tying 62 to move into second 
place alongside countryman 


NBA to test 
new rule 



Grab your chance... free- 
throw restriction to be 
experimented, -afp 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

NEW YORK 

The NBA’s developmental 
G League will experiment 
with a new rule this season 
in which all fouls will be re¬ 
warded with only a single 
free-throw, officials an¬ 
nounced on Thursday. 

The change will be test¬ 
ed in the minor league with 
an eye on seeing if it might 
improve game flow and 
trim the length of contests, 
perhaps opening the door 
for using it in the NBA. 

Under the G League rule 
change, instead of one, two 
or three free-throw at¬ 
tempts after a foul, a player 
will have just one attempt, 
but it will be worth one, 
two or three points. 

The experimental rule 
will not apply during the 
last two minutes of the 
fourth quarter or the 
whole of any over-time pe¬ 
riods. 


Shugo Imahira (69), Korea’s 
Sanghee Lee (67) and Lu 
Wei-chih (69) of Chinese Tai¬ 
pei on eight-under 134. 

“Yesterday I was trying 
hard to stay patient. I just 
wanted to finish under par 
and it was nice to finish with 
that eagle (on Day 1). I had a 
good feeling coming back to¬ 
day. I know the birdies are 
there. You just need to go get 
them,” Gangjee said. 


Sumit Nagal in Challenger quarterfinals 

Faces Francisco Cerundolo of Argentina next 


Kirti Gupta clinches gold 


Sandhu gets hole-in-one; Gangjee leads 


STANLEY 

PASSION AT WORK SINCE 1996 



STANLEY STORES: BANGALORE: Hosur Rd., Call 7406444444, Indiranagar, Call 7022401919, Mission Rd., Call 7406222222, Musuem Rd., Call 9663942300, 

Bellary Rd., Call 9663824747 CHENNAI: Call 9003189062 COIMBATORE: Call 9894345000 DELHI, M G Rd.: Call 9717247889 DELHI, Keertinagar: Call 9313840882 
GURGAON, DLF Grand Mall: Call 9971455014 HYDERABAD: Call 9550210001 KOLKATA: Call 9831913000 KOCHI: Call 9447166662 

MUMBAI: Andheri East, Call 7506070921, Lower Parel, Call 9967718556, Malad, Call 7045770600 PUNE: Call 9604000222 WWW.lovestanley.com 



A ND-NDE 



































